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iRisri Manufacture, etc. 

Written in the Year 1721. * 

TT is the |)eculiar felicity and prudence 
A of the people in this kingdom, that 
whatever commodities or produ(9:ion9 lie 



* This treat ife fpread ve- 
ry faft, upon which a perfon 
in great office Cent in hade for 
the chief juftice (TVbitJhed)^ 
and informed him of a fediti- 
ous,fa£lious andvirulent pam- 
phlet lately publiihed, with a 
defignoffettingthe two king- 
doms at variance, dire(^ing at 
the fame time^ that the printer 
fhould be profecuted with the 
utmoft rigour. — The chi^/ju- 
Jlict tiad fo quick an under- 
Aanding4 that he refolvcd if 
pofflble toout-do his orders,— 
The printer was fcized, and 
forced to give great bail : — 
the jury brought him in itdt 
guilty, although they had 
been culled with the utmoft 
ind uftry : the chief jujlkt fent 
them back nine times, and 
kept them eleven hours, un- 

Vol. X. 



til, being tired out, they were 
forced to leave the matter to 
the mercy of the ^'ttdjf^ byv/hzt 
they call Tifpecialverdi^, Du- 
ring the trial the chufjujlke 
among other Angularities 
laid his hand on his breaft, atid 
protefted folemnly, that the 
author's defigri was to bring 
in the pretender : but the caufe 
being fo very odioifs'and im- 
popalar, the trial of the ver- 
didt was deferred from one 
term to another, untill upon 
(the d. of G—fi-n) the lord 
lieutenant's arrival, his grace, 
after mature advice and per- 
miffion from England^ was 
pleafed to grant a noUprofequi, 
Pope*! works, vol. ix. letter 5. 
This piece firft turned the 
tide of popularity in the au- 
thor's favour. Orrery, 

B under 
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under the greateft dircouragements from 
England^ thofe are what they are fure to 
be moft induftrious in cultivating and 
fpreading. Agriculture^ which hath been, 
the principal care of all wife nations, 
and for the encouragement whereof 
there are fo many ftatute-laws in Eng- 
land^ we countenance fo well, that the 
landlords are every where by penal clau- 
fes abfolutely prohibiting their tenants 
from ploughing*, not fatisficd to con- 
fine them within certain limitations, as 
is the practice of the Englijb ; one effcd 
of which is already feen in the prodi- 
gious dearnefs of corn, and the impor- 
tation of it from London^ as the cheaper 
market. And becaufe people are the 
riches of a country y and that our neigh- 
bours have done, and are doing, all that, 
in theni lies to make our wool a drug 
to us, and a monopoly to them ; there- 
fore the politic gentlemen of Ireland 



* Ttwastheprafliceof/n^ ploughed even the meadows, 

farmers to wear out their and made fuch havock, that 

fjcouni w\x\i plcughing, nei- the landlords hy their zeal to 

ther manuring nor letting it prevent it were betrayed into 

lie fallow, and when their this pernicious meafure. 
kafei were oear expired, they 

have 
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have depopulated vaft trads of the beft 
land, for the feeding of fheep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the 
hijlory of the wife men of Gotham^ with 
a catalogue only of fome wonderful laws 
and cuftoms we have obferved within 
thirty years paft. It is true indeed, our 
beneficial trafHck of wool with France 
hath been our only fupport for feveral 
years paft, furnifhing us with all the little 
money we have to pay our rents, and go 
to market. But our merchants afilire me, 
this trade hath received a great damp by 
the prefent fluSluating condition of the coin 
in France : thatmoji of their wine is paid 
for in fpecicy without carrying thither a- 
ny commodity from hence. 

However, fince we are fo univerfally 
bent upon enlarging our flocks^ it may 
be worth inquiring, what we {hall do 
with our wool, in cafe Barnftable* fhould 
be over-ftocked, and our French com- 
merce fhould fail ? 

I could wifli the parliament had 
thought fit to have fufpended their re- 

* A fea-port in Deoanfhirty at that lime the principal 
market in England for Jr'tjh wool. 

6 2 gulation 



4 A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 
gulation of church matters, and enlarge- 
ments of the prerogative^ until a more 
convenient time, becaufe they did not 
appear very preffing, at leaft to the per- 
fons principally concerned', and, inftead 
of thefe great refinements in politicks and 
divinity ^ had amufed themfelves and 
their committees a little with tht Jiate of 
the nation. For example : what if the 
houfe of commons had thought fit to 
make a refolution, netnine contradicentey 
againft wearing any cloth or ftuff in their 
families, which were not of the growth 
and manufadure of this kingdom ? 
what if they had extended it fo far as 
utterly to exclude all filks, velvets, cal- 
licoes, and the whole lexicon of female 
fopperies ; and declared, that whoever 
aded othcrwife (hould be deemed and 
reputed an enemy to the nation ? what 
if they had fent up fuch a refolution to 
be agreed to by the houfe of lords ; and 
by their own pradice and encourage* 
ment fpread the execution of it in their 
feveral countries ? what if we fhould 
agree to make burying in woollen a fa- 
Jhion^ as our neighbours have made it a 

law f 
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law ? , what if the ladies would be con- 
tent with Irj/h fluffs for the furniture 
of their houfes, for gowns and petticoats 
for themfelves and their daughters ? Upon 
the whole and to crown all the reft, let 
a firm refolution be taken by ma/e and 
female never to appear with one fingle 
P^red that comes from England ; and let 
all the people fay, amen. 

I hopcj and believe, nothing could 
pleafe his majefly better than to hear, 
that his loyal fubjeds of both fexes in 
this kingdom * celebrated his birth-day 
(now approaching) unherfally clad in 
their own manufacture. Is there virtue 
enough left in this deluded people to 
fave them from the brink of ruin ? If 
the mens opinions may be taken, the la- 
dies will look as handfome in fluffs as in 
brocades ; and, fince all will be equal, 
there may be room enough to employ 
their wit and fancy in chufing and 
matching patterns and colours. I heard 
the late archbifhop of Tuam mention a 

• Her grace the dutchefs of ly clad in the manufa£turc of 
Derfctyt^ne lord lieutenant's /r#il«m/ on bis majefty's birth- 
lady, is faid to have appeared day i J5 j. 
9X the CflJIh in i7«M'»whol- 

6 3 pleafant 
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pleafant obfervation of fome body's ; that 
Ireland would never be happy ^till a law 
were made for burning every thing that 
came from England^ except their people 
and their coals, I muft confefs, that as 
to the former, I fhould not be forry if 
they would ftay at home ; and for the 
latter, I hope, in a little time we (hall 
have no occafion for them. 
Non tanti mitra efiy non tanti judicis 

oflruniy 
but I fhould rejoice to fee a flay- lace 
from England be thought fcandalouSy 
and become a topick for cenfure zx vifits 
and tea-tables. 

If the unthinking (hop-keepers in this 
town had not been utterly deftitute of 
common fenfe, they would have made 
fome propofal to the parliament y with a 
petition to the purpofe I have mentioned ; 
promifing to improve the cloths and 
fluffs of the nation into all poffible degrees 
of finenefs and colours y and engaging not 
to play the knave^ according to their. 
cuflomy by exaSiing and impofmg upon 
the nobility and gentry y either as to the 
prices or the goodnefs. For I remember, 

in 
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in London, upon a gqieral mourning^ 
the rafcally mercers and woollen-drapers 
would in four and twenty hours raife. 
their cloths and Jilks to above a double 
price; and if the mourning continued 
long, then come whining with petitions 
to the court, that they were ready to 
Jlarvey and their fineries lay upon their 
hands. 

I could wifh, our (hop-keepers would 
immediately think on this propofal, ad- 
d reding it to all perfons of quality and 
others ; but firft be fure to get fomcbody 
who can write fenfe to put it into 
form. 

I think it needlefs to exhort the clergy 
to follow this good example; becaufe 
in a little time thofe among them who are 
Jo unfortunate to have had their birth 
and education in this country, will think 
themjelves abundantly happy, when they 
can afford Irijh crape and an Athlone 
hat ; and as to the others, / p^all not 
prefume to dired them. I have indeed 
feen the prefent archbifhop of Dublin 
clad from head to foot in our own ma- 
nufadure ; and yet, under the rofe be it 

B 4 fpoken, 
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fpoken, his grace deferveth as good a 
gown as if he had not been born amofig 



us.* 



I have not courage enough to offer 
one iyllable on this fubjed to their ho- 
nours of the army: neither have I fuf- 
ficiently confidered the great imporr 
tance oi fear let and gold lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne ancj 
"Pallas is to this purpofe. The goddefs 
had heard of one Arachne^ a young 
virgin very famous for fpinning and 
weaving : they both met upon a trial of 
fkill ; and Pallas finding herfelf almoft 
equalled in her own art, ftung with rage 
and envy, knockt her rival down, and 
turned her into a fpider; enjoining her 
Xof pin and weave for ever out of her omn 
bowels y and in a very narrow compafs, 
i confeli, that from a boy I always pi- 
tied poor Arachne^ and could never 
heartily love the goddefs, on account of 
io cruel and unjufi a fentence ; which 
however is fully executed upon us by 
England^ with further additions of rigour 
zndfeverity^ for the greateft part of our 

* DoaorKiN'G. 

6 bowels 
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horjoeh and vitah is extraded without al- 
lowing us * the liberty of fpinntng and 



weavim them. 



The fcripture tells us, that opprej/lon 
'tnahth a wife man mad ; therefore con- 
fequently fpeaking the reafon, why fome 
men are not mcidy is becaufe they are 
not wife : however it were to be wifti- 
ed, that opprepon would in time teach a 
little wifdom to fools. 

I was much delighted with a perfon, 
who h^th a great eftate in this king'- 
dom, upon bis coinplaints to me, how 
grievoujly poor England fuffers by im-- 
pofitions from Ireland : that we convey 
our own wool to France, in fpight of all 
the harpies at the cujlom-houfe : that Mr. 
Shuttleworth, and others on the Chefhire 
coajisy are fuc^ fools to fell us their bark 
at a good price for tanning our own 
hides into leather^ with other enormities 
of the like weight and kind. To which 



* fti the fpring 1753 the 
parliament of England pafled 
aa a£t for permitting the ex- 
portation of woo], and wool- 
en or bay yarn, from any 
port in Inland to any port in 
England: which was before 



prohibited. And 

In the winter 1753 the 
Irijb parliament prohibited 
the importation of gold and 
filver lace, except cf thi ma- 
nnfaSlure rf England. 

I will 
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I will Venture to add more: that the 
mayoralty of this city is always executed 
by an inhabitant j and often by a native^ 
which might as well be done by a deputy 
with a moderate falary^ whereby poor 
England lofeth at leajl one thoufand 
founds a year upon the balance : that 
the governing of this kingdom cojis the 
lord lieutenant three thoufand fix hun- 
dred founds a year ; fo much net lofs 
to poor England: that the people of 
lK\2LX\d prefume to dig for coals in their 
own grounds; and the farmers in the 
county of Wicklow fend their turf to the 
very market of Dublin, to the great dif^ 
couragement of the coal trade of Moftyn *. 
and Whitehaven : that the revenues of 
the Poft-ofEce here^ fo righteoufly belong- 
ing, to the Englifh treafury as arifing 
chiefly from our awn commerce with each 
other^ poould be remitted to London 
clogged with that grievous burthen of 
exchange ; and the penfioin paid out of 
the Irifli revenues to Englifh favourites 
fl:ou^d lie under the fame difadvantage^ 
to the great lofs of the grantees. When a 

* Moflyn in Flintjhirey and JVhltchaven in Cumberland. 

divine 
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dtvine is fent over to a bifhoprick here 
with the hopes of Jive and twenty hundred 
pounds a year ; and upon his arrival he 
finds y alas I a dreadful difcount of ten 
or twelve per cent : a judge, or a com> 
miflioner of the revenue has the fame 
caufe of complaint. Laftly, 7he ballad 
upon Cotter is vehemently fufpeSled to be 
Irifli manufaSiure ; and yet is allowed to be 
fung in our open Jireets^ under the very 
nole of the government. 

Thefe are a few among the many 
hardfKips we put upon that poor king- 
dom of England ; for which, I am con- 
fident, every bonefl man wiflieth a remedy: 
and I hear, there is a projed on foot for 
tranfporting our beft wheaten^r^w by fea 
and land carriage to Dunflable ; and ob- 
liging us by a law to take off yearly fo ma- 
ny tun of firaw hats for the ufe of our 
women ; which will be a great encourage- 
ment to the manufadure of that induftriou^ 
town. 

I would be glad to learn amoqg the 
divines, whether a law to bind men 
without their own conferU be obligatory 

in 
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in faro cmfcientiee', becaufe I find, Scrip' 
turey Sanckrjofi, and SuareZy arewholFy 
fiilent on the matter. The oracle oireafon, 
the great law of naturey and general 
opinion of civilianSy wherever they treat 
o{ limited government Sy arfe indeed decitive 
enough. 

It is wonderful to obferve the biafs 
among our people in favour of thingSy 
ferfonsy and waresy of all kinds, that 
come from England. The printer tells 
his . hawkersy that he has got an excellent 
new fong jufi brought from London. 
I have fomewhat of a tendency that 
way myfelf; and upon hearing a cox- 
comb from thence difplaying himfelf 
with great volubility upon the parky the 
play-houfcy the operay the gaming'Ordi- 
pariesy it was apt to beget in me a 
kind of veneration for his parts and 
accompliQiments. It is not many years, 
fince I remember a perfony who by his 
ftyle and literature feems to have been 
the correEior of a hedge-prefs in fome 
blind-alley about Little-Britainy pro- 
ceed grfldualfy to be an authoTy at lead 
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* tranjlator of a lower rate, although 
newhat of a larger bulk, than any that 
wjlourijhes m Grub Jireet ; and upon 
i ftrength of this foundation come over 
"5, ereSi himfelf up into an orator and 
itician^ and lead a kingdoift after him. 
lis, I am told, was the very motive^ 
It prevailed on the -(• author of a play 
led, Love in a hollow tree^ to do us the 
lour of a vifit ; prefuming, with very 
od reafon, that he was a writer of aju- 
nor clafs. I know another^ who for 
irty years paft hath been the common 
ndard of Jiupidity in England^ where he 
IS never heard a minute in any affemblyy 
by any party ^ with common Chriflian 
uitment 'y yet upon his arrival hither 
nld put on 2t.face of importance andau- 
>rityt talk more than fix, without either 
acefultiefsy propriety or meaning ; and at 
z fame time be admired and follow- 
as the pattern of eloquence and wif~ 

Nothing hath humbled me {o much, 
(hewn a greater difpofition to a fo»- 

' Suppored to be Cafar's CommentaritSy dedicated to the 
;e of Marlberovgby by col. Bladen, 
L. Grimfion, 

temptucus 
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tetnpiuous treatment of Ireland in fome 
chiti governors, than that high ftyle of 
feveral fpecches from the throne, deli- 
vered as ufual after the royal ajfent, in 
Jonte periods of the two laft reigns. Such 
exaggerations, of the prodigious conde- 
fcenfions in the prints to pafs thofe good 
laws would have but an odd found at 
Wejiminfier '. neither do I apprehend 
how any good law can pafs, wherein the 
lings intereft is not as much concerned 
as that of the people, I remember, after 
a (peech on the like occafion delivered 
by my lord * Wharton, (I think it was 
his laft), he deiired Mr. Addifon to a/kmy 
opinion on it: my anfwer was, That his 
excellency had very honefily forfeited his 
head, on account of one paragraph', 
wherein he affertedy by plain confequence, 
a difpenfing power in the queen. His 
lord£hip owned it was true, \iMX. fwore 
the words were put into his mouth by di- 
redl orders from court. From whence 
it is clear, that fome minijlers in thofe 
times were apt from their high eleva- 

* Lord lieutenant. 

tion 



OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. ij 
tibn to look d(ywn upon this kingdom, 
as if it had been one of their colomes of 
outcajls m America* And I obferved a * 
little of the fame turn of fpirit in fome 
great tnetty from whom I expected bet- 
ter ; although, to do them juftice, it 
proved no pointof difficulty to make them 
correB their ic/ea,wheKof the whole nation 

quickly found the benefit, But that 

is forgotten* How the ftyle hath fince 
run, I am wholly a ftranger ; having ne- 
ver fcen a fpeech fince the laft of the 
queen. 

I would now expdftulat^ a little with 
our country landlords ; who, by un- 
ineafurable fcrewing and r^ci/»^ their 
tenants all over the kingdom, have al- 
ready reduced the miferable peop/e to a 
worfe condition than the peafants in 
France^ or the vajfals in Germany and 
Poland ; fo that the whole fpecies of 
what we call fuhjiantial fartners will 
in a very few years be utterly at an end. 
It was pleafant to obferve thefe gentle- 
men, labouring with all their might for 
preventing the bijhops from letting their 
revenues at a moderate half value 
4 (whereby 
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whereby * the whole order would, in an age, 
. have been reduced to manifeft beggary), at 
the very inftant when they were every 
where canting -f- their ov^^h land upon (liort 
leafes, and facrificing their oldefi tenants 
for a penny an acre advance. I know 
not how it comes to pafs (and yet perhaps 
I know well enough), that Jlaves halve a 
natural difpofition to be tyrants^ and that 
when my betters give me a kick, I am apt 
to revenge it with fix upon my footman j 
although perhaps he may be an honefl 
and diligent fellow. I have heard great 
divines affirm, that nothing is fo lihely to 
call down an univerfal judgtnent froOi 
heaven upon a imtion^ as univerfal op-^ 
prefjion ; and whether this be not al- 
ready verified in part, their worjhips the 
landlords are wow at full leifure to con- 
fider. Whoever travels this country,- 
and obferves the face of nature, or the 
faces and habits and dwellings of the 

• Whereby, that is hy pre- larging the power of lljhops^ 
venting the bifliops revenues vol. ix. 
from being lett at half value. f Canting their land is let- 
See this polition explained ting it to the higheft bidder^ 
and proved in the tra<5l cant fignifies the fame as 
called Arguments againj} en- au£lion, 

natives^ 
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fiativesy will hardly think hioiielf in a 
land, where law^ religion^ or common hu- 
manity is profef&d. 

J cannot forbear faying one word upon 
a thing they call a bank^ which I hear is 
proje£Ung in this town *. I never faw , 
the prop^als^ nor underftand any one par- 
ticular of their fcheme: what I wifti for 
at prefent, is only a fuiHcient proviiion of 
hempy and caps and bellsy to diflribute ac- 
cording to the feveral degrees of bonefly 
and prudence vsafome perfons, I hear on- 
ly of a monftrous fum already named ; 
and if OTHERS do not foon hear of it too, 
and hear with a vengeance^ then I am a 
gendeman of lels fagacity than myfelf and 
a very few befides take me to be. And 
the jeft will be ftill the better, if it be true, 
as judicious perfons have afTured me, that 
one half is ^together imaginary. The 
matter will be likewife much mended, if 
the merchants continue to carry off our 
gold, and our goldfmiths to melt down 
our heavy filver. 

* This projed for a bank in Ireland was foon afterwarcU 
brought into parliament, and rejcded. 

Vol. X. C A 



LETTER 

T O 

fbe Shophepersy Tradeftneny Farmers ^ and 
Common People 

o F 

IRELAND, 

CONCERNING 

THE BRASS-HALF-PENCE 

COINEDBYONS •, 

WILLI AM WOOD,Hard-wa[rc-Man, 

With a Dejign to have them pafs in this 
Kingdom. 

WHEREIN IS SHEWN 

The Power of his Patent^ the Value of his Half- 
Penccy and how far every Perfon may be obliged 
to take the fame in Payments, and how to behave 
himfelf, in cafe fuch an Attempt fhould be made by 
Wood, or any other Perfon. 

(Very proper to be kept in every Family.) 

By M. 5. D RAPIER. 

Written in the Year 1724* 



About the jnx 17221 when Charles duke of Grafhn vras 
lord lieutenant of /rfZ(iif^, one William tf^ood^ an hard- 
ware-man and a bankrupt, alledging the great want of cop- 
per money in that kingdom, procured a patent for coining 
108,000 L to pais there as current money. The dean believ- 
ing this meafure to be a vile job from the beginning to the 
end, and that the chief procurers of the patent were to be 
^ fliarcrs in the profits which would arife from the ruin of a 
kingdom, afiumed the chara&r of a Z>rtf^«r^ which fbrCBine 
reafon he chofe to write DrapieTy and io the following 
l^ETTJiRS. warned the peoplrnot to receive the c^ wbic^ 
Was then fent ever. 
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L E T T E R t 

T O 

^e Tradefmefty ShopheeperSy Farmers^ and 
Country 'People in Genera), 

OF 

TTHE KINGDOM OF IRELAnDj 

inAreity Priemls, Cnaarymm, nd FtBtUhSibfeifs, 

WH A T i intend now to fay td- 
you, is, next to your duty t6' 
God and the care of your ialvatioD, of 
the ^reateft concern to yourlelves and 
your children ; your iriad and cloathingy 
and every common nece^ry of life^ 
entirely depend upon it. Therefore I 
do m6ft earneftly exhort you, as mmy as 
CbriftianSy as parent s^ add as lovers of 
your countryy to read this paper with 
the utmoft attention, or get it read to 
you by others j which that you may 
do at the lefs expence, I have ordered 
the printer to iell it at the loweft rate. 

c a It 
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It is a great fault among you, that, 
when a perTon writes with no other in- 
'cntion than to do you good,jou tiuillnot 
le at the pains to read his advices. One 
Qopy of this paper may ferve a dozen 
s)f you, whic^i will be lefs than a far- 
riiing a-piece. It is your folly, that 
you have no common or general intereft 
in your view, not even the wifeft among 
you ; neither do you know, or enquire, 
or care, who are your friends, or who 
are your enemies. 

About four years ago a little book 
was written, to advife all people to U'ear 
the inanufaBures of this our own dear 
* country. It had no other defign, faid 
nothing iagainft the king or parliament, 
or any perfon whiatfoever ; yet the poor 
printer was pri^ccutcd ttvo years with* 
the utmoft violence, and even fome 
'•s'eavers themfelves (for whofc fake it 
was written), being upon the J U R Y, 
found him guilty. This would be enough 
to difcourage any man from endeavour- 
ing to do you good, when you will ei- 
ther negle€t him, or fly in his face for 

* d prope/al for tbt u/e of Iriflj mmufa£iwrtu 

•- " bis- 
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hlk paitis ; and when he muft ejcped only 
clanger tc himfelfy and to be fined and 
impriiboed, pterhaps to his ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you 
once more of the manifeft deflrudbn 
before your eyeSj iF vou do not behatvd 
yourfelves a$ you ought. 

I will therefote firft tell you the piaijt 

Jiory of the faSi y and then I will lay 

before you how you ought to ad, in» 

commoii prudence, according to the lawL 

of your country, 

Thcy&<S?is thisi It having been ihany 
years fince copper half-pence or far^ 
THINGS were laft coined in this king*. 
dom, they have been for Tome time 
very fcdrce, and many counterfeits paP 
ied about under the name of raps : fe- 
veral applications were made to Etig", 
landy that We might have liberty to emit 
nem onesy as in former times we did ; 
hut they did not fucceed. At laft one 
Mr. ^ffpoV', a mean ordinary man^ a 
batd'^are^^^^^i procured a patent 
under iais ffMJeJiys broad feal to coin 
'08,000 /• i** Copper for this kingdom', 
'^hich patent, however, did not oblige 

C 4 any 
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•nyone^iicrBta tike ♦h©m, unlefe^they 
pJcafed. ''fTdW you muft know,- that 
<)\t -balf-f^gi^^^viA /aribiijgs in 'Eng^ 
$and \ai& for very .little more than they 
fihre worth: «r)d, if- you fhould beat 
them "to pieces, and fell them to the 
brnfier^ you would not lofe much *» 
bove a penny in a (hilling. Btt Mr. 
iR^W made \i\% half-pence of fuchia/e 
f»eta/, and fo much fmaller than the 
EfTg/fJb ones, that the brajier would 
hardly give you above a penny of good 
money for ^jhilting of his ; fo that this 
ibm of 108,000/. in good gold and fil- 
ver muft be given iot trajb^ that will 
not be worth above eight or nine thou*' 

fond fwnds real value. But this is not 
tJie worft; for Mr. Wood, when he 
pleafes, may by ftealth fend over a- 
nother i&8,00o/. tind inty all our goods 

for el^en parts m twelve under the va- 
lue, ^^or example, if a hatter fells a 
dozen of hats iov five ft^illings a-piedev 
which amounts to three pounds, anid- re- 
cei^« the payment- in Wood's <join, he 

teall)^ receives oaly the value of fiv& 

pUttngs,., ■ 
■" - Terhapsy 



vvrFeil»^, you Will; ifonder: lioWf^fuch 
an -or^mmyii. fiUvmi w this Mr. Wood^ 
«ouId liave {b much InterHV its to get 
|iuirMAjB9TYV -broad ieal»-for fo grtet a 
fiini of boid money to be fent to this 
p6or country; and ^at all the nohility 
9tA. gentry here could not obtain tht 
ikuie fayouTj and let us make our own 
batf->pmce^ as we ufed to do. Now I 
vrdl make that matter very plain : we 
are at great diftanpe from the king's 
eutrty and have no body there to (oli- 
cit fb: us, although a great number of 
hrdt and Yquires^ whofe eftates are here, 
and are our countrymen, fpend all their 
Hvet, and fortunes there : but this fame 
Mr. Pf^ood was able to attend conftant- 
\y for his own inteteft ; he is an Eng^ 
lijbmani and had great friends, and» 
it ieems, knew very well where to give 
fftoney, to. t^ky that would fpeak to 
others, that could fpeak to the kingy 
jstnd would tell a fair ftory. And bis 
990Jeffy, and perhaps the great lord or 
ibidf: who advife him, might think it 
was for Qi\kv country* s pood ; and £0^ as 
the lawyers exprefs it, the hing was de- 
ceived 
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ceived in his grant, which often hap- 
pens in all reigns. And I am fure if 
his majejiy khevtr that fuch a patent, if 
it fhould take efFed: according to the 
defire of Mr. Wood-t would utterly ruin 
this kingdom, which hath given fuch 
great proofs of its loyalty^ he would 
immediately recall it, and perhaps (hew 
his difpleafure to fomebody or other : but 
a word to the wife is enough, Moft of 
yoii muft have heard with what anger 
our honourable houfe of commons received 
an account of this U^ood's patent. There 
were feveral fine fpeeches made upon it, 
and plain proofs, that it was all a wick- 
ed cheat from the bottom to the top\ 
and feveral fmart votes were printed^ 
which that fame Pf^ood had the aflu- 
ranee to anfwer likewife in print ; and 
in fo confident a way, as if he were a 
better man than our whole parliament put 
together. 

This Wood^ as foon as his patent was 
palled, or foon after, fends over a great 
many barrels of tbofe half-pence to Gorki 
and other fea-port tdfrnis ; and, to get 
them off, offered an hundred, poundi 

in 
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ift his'ooiti iovfiventy or eighty in filler : 
but the SQlleSiors of the idngs cuftoms 
very -honeftly refufed to take them, and 
and fb did almofi every body elfe. And 
fioce the partiament hath condemned them^ 
and deiwed the hng that they might be 
fto|iped, all the kingdom do abominate 
them. 

But Wood is ftill working under-hand 
to force his ^^-^^r^ upon us; and if 
he can, by the help of his friends in Eng- 
lond^ previul ib far as to get an order, 
that the commiffioturs and colle&ors of 
the king^s money fhall receive them, and 
that the army is to be paid with them, 
theb he thinks bis work fhall be dom. 
And this is the difficulty you will be 
under in fuch a cafe ; for the common 
foldier, when he goes to the market, or 
ah-boufe, will offer this money ; and, if 
it be tefofed, perhaps he will^u^^^^r and 
beSioTy and threaten to beat the butcher^ 
Q/tak-wif€y or take the goods by force, and 
throw them the bad half-pence. In this 
andtbe like caies, ihtjhopkeepery or viEiual* 
Jgr^ or any other tradefmatiy has no more 
6 to 
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to do, thaa to demand ten tiqoes ,tke 
price of his goods^ if it is to be^ p^ 
in WootTs money ; for example, , twenty 
pence of that money for a quart of akt 
and fo in all things elfe, and not part 
with his goods till he gets the money. . 

For fuppofe you go to an ak-boufe with 
that bafe money, and the landlord gives 
you a quart for four of thofe half-pence^ 
what mud the viSiualer do ? his brewer 
will not be paid in that coin ; or, if the 
brewer fhould be fuch a fool, ih^fannen 
will not take it from them for their * bere^ 
becaufe they are bound, by their leafesy 
to pay their rents in good and lawful mo- 
ney of England^ which this is not, npF 
of Ireland neither, and the fquire^ thetr 
landlord, will never be fo bewitched to 
take fuch trajh for his land ; fo that it 
mufl certainly Aop ibmewhere or other, 
and wherever it ftops, it is the fame thin^ 
and we are all undone. 

The common weight of thefe bay- 
pence is between four &nd £ve to aa 
ounce, fuppofe £ve ; then three ihil- 

* A fort of barley in Irtlani. 

lings 



fings^ndfour-p^ce'Will^eigh a pound,- 
itt^ dbhfequently twenty fhttlitigs will 
il^jgh te ipfottnds butter voeigbt. Now 
tli^e are ^ii^y hundred fanners^ who 
^sj\ two htindred pounds a year reiit ; 
thcrdffe,'" when one of thefe farmers 
SdiiQfes with his half year's rent, which 
is bfte' "hundred pounds, it will be at 
leaft fix hundred pounds weight, which 
i$'^'htte horles load. 

'•*ll'a yquire has a mind to come to 
t6wn to buy cloaths, and wine, and fpic^ 
ibf 'iiimfelf and family, or perhaps to pals 
th6 winter here, he mud bring with htm 
five of fipc horfes well loaden with fich^ 
at' the farmers bring their corn ; ahd^ 
when his lady comes in her toach to oii^ 
fbops, it muft be followed by a car load- 
ed with Mr; PFoocTs money* And I hope 
we iliall have the grace to take it for no 
Bsicnt^ than it is worth. 

They (ay Yquire (johoHy*h^i^ Jixteen 
fBbtifand pounds a year; now, if he fends 
ftjr hfi rent to town, as it is likely he 
^bd^, he muft have t^o hundred and 

* Then fpeaker of the hbiiie of commons. 

•1 -'- fifty 
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fifty horfes to bring up his half*ycar*s 
rent^ and two or three great cellars in 
his houfe for ftowage. But what the 
banhers will do, I cannot tell : for I am 
affured, that fome great bankers \^tj^ 
by them forty thoufand pounds in ready 
cafh, to anfwer all payments : which fum, 
in Mr. Wood's money, would require 
twelve hundred horfes to carry it. 

For my own part, I am already re- 
folded what to do : I have a pretty gbod 
ihop of IriJJj ftufFs andy?/ij, and inftcad 
of taking Mr. Wood's bad copper, I in- 
tend to truck with my neighbours the 
butchers and bakers and brewers^ and thc^ 
reft, goods for goods; and the little gokM 
and Jiher I have, I will keep by me^ 
like my heart's blood, till better times^ 
or until I am juft ready to ftdrve ; and theiv 
I will buy Mr. WooSs money, as my fa— 
ther did the brafs money in king Jameses 
time, who could buy ten pounds of it with 
a guinea ; and I hope to get as much for 
a pijioky and fo purchafe bread from thoft 
who will be fuch fools as to fell it 
me. Thcfe 
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Thefe half^pence^ if they once pafs, will 
fbon be counterfeited^ becaufe it may 
be cheaply done, xh^Jiuffh fo ha/e. The 
Dutch likewife will probably do the fame 
thing, and lend them over to us to pay 
for our goods $ and Mr. Wood will never 
be at reft, but coin on ; fo that in fome 
years we fhall have at leaft five times 
1 08,000 /. of this lumber. Now the cur- 
rent money of this kingdom is not rec- 
koned to be above four hundred thoufand 
pounds in all ; and while there is ^ fiver 
iix- pence left, thefe blood-fuckers will ne- 
ver be quiet. 

When once the kingdom is reduced to 
fuch a condition, I will tell you what 
muft be the end: t\iQ gentlemen of ejiates 
will all turn off their tenants for want of 
payments, becaufe, as I told you before, 
the tenants are obliged by their leafes to 
l^yflerlingy which is lawful current mo- 
ney of England : then they will turn their 
own farmer s^ as too many of them do al- 
ready, tun allinto /beep, where they can, 
keeping only fuch other cattle as are 
neceflary ; then they will be their own 
tntrcbaniSy and fend their wool, and but' 

ter. 
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teTy and bidesy and linen beyond Tea for 
ready mone^y and winey and fficesy and 
filks. They will keep only a' few mifera- 
\Atcottageri : the farmers muft roby or begy 
or leave their country ; ihc fiopkeepers in 
this and every other town muft break and 
ftarve ; for it is the landed man that main- 
tains the mer chanty 2Si<^ Jbopheepery and 
handicraft/man. 

But when the ytjuire tutm farmer and 
merchant himfelf, all the good money he 
gets from abroad, he will hoard up to (end 
for Englandy and keep fome poor taylor 
or lixaver and the like in his own houfe, 
who will be glad to get bread at any 
rate. 

I fhould never have done, if I were 
to tell you all the miferies that we ihall 
undergo, if we were {ofoolifh and wicked' 
as to take this curfed coin. It would 
be very hard, if all Ireland £tiO\M. be 
put into one fcaky and this forry fel- 
low Wood into the other ; that Mr. 
Wood fhould weigh down this vahde 
hngdomy by which England gets above 
a million of good money every year 

dear 
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clear into their pockets : and that is more 
than the Englijb dx> by all the world be- 
fides. 

But your great comfort is, that as his 
majcfty's patent doth not obb'ge you to 
take this ?noney^ (b the laws have not giv- 
en the cr<m)n a power of forcing lh& fub" 
je£} to take whit money the king pleafes ; 
for then, by the lame reafbn, we might 
be bound to take pebbk-jlonesy or cockle- 
p3ells^ txjiamped leather, {ox current coin^ 
if ever we (hould happen to live under an 
ill prince, who might likcwife, by the 
fame power, make a guinea pafs for ten 
J>ounds, a Jhilling for twenty ftnllingSy and 
fo on j by which he would, in a fliort time, 
get all ^^Jilver and gold of the kingdom 
into his own hands, and leave us nothing 
but brafs or leather, or what he pleafed. 
Neither is any thing reckoned more 
cmel and oppreffive in the French govern- 
ment, than their common pradice of call- 
ing: in all their money, after they have 
iimk it very low, and then coining it a- 
TKW at a much higher value; which, 
however, is not the thoufandth part fo 

Vol. X. D wicked 



34 THE bRAPIER's LEISTERS, 
wicked as this abominable projeSi oi Mt, 
Wood. For the French give their fubjeds 
Jilver for fiher^ and gold for gold ; but 
this fellaw will not (o touch as give us 
good brafs or copper for our ^^Z:/ and fil- 
ver^ nor even a twelfth part of their wbrth. 

Having faid this much, I will now go 
on to tell you the judgement of fome great 
lawyers in this matter ; whom I fee*d on 
purpofe for your fakes, and got their o^" 
nions under their hands^ that I might be 
fure I went upon good grounds. 

A famous law-book, called the mirrour 
of juftice, difcourpng of the charters (or 
laws) ordained by our ancient kings, de- 
clares the law to be as foil was : it was or~ 
dained that no king of this realm fbould 
change or impair the money, or make anj^ 
other money than <y'gold or filver, without 
the ajfent of all the counties ; that isy as 
"my lord Coke*^j, without the affent of 
■parliament. 

This book is verv ancient, and of 
■great authority for the time in which 
it was written, and with that charader 



* I Inft 576. 

is 
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is ofteti quoted by that great lawyer my 
lord Cake*, By the laws of England fe- 
deral metals are ditrided into lawful ox tru^ 
metal) and unlawful or fal/e metal ; the 
foriiiercomprehends^/wi^-or^<?*&^, the lat- 
ter all iafer ntetals ; that the former is on- 
ly to pafs ifl payments, appears by ah a<5i 
of parliament -f made the twentieth year 
bf Edward the firfi, called, iheflatuie con^ 
cernihg the pajing of pence ; which I give 
jrdii here as I got it tranflated into Eng* 
lifb \ for fome of otir Ic^dos at that time 
were, as I atii told, written in hatin : 
fF'boever in buying of* Jelling prefumes id 
rkfufe dn half- penny hr farthirig of lawful 
montyy bearing the fl amp which it ought to 
havey let him be fei^ed on as a contemner 
bf the kihgs ffidjifyt atfd cajl into prifon. 

By this Jiatutey Ho perfon is to be: 
feckoded a contemner of the kings majejlyj 
ddd for thit crinie to be committed to pri~ 
forty but he who refufeth to accept the 
king's coin made of laiiful metal 5 by 
which, as I obferved before, fiver aad 
•jgold tinly are intended. 

X 2 Inft. 576,7. t a Infi. 577. 

15 t That 
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Thit this is the true conflruEiion of the 
oB^ appears not only from the plain 
meaning of the words, but from my. 
lord Cokes * obfcrvation upon it. By this 
ad (fays he) it appears, that no fubje(9: 
can be forc'd to take, in buying^ or /el- 
lingj or other payment^ any money made 
but of lawful metal', that is, oi filver 
or gold, 

1 he law of England gives the king 
all mines of ^o/<j/ and ^/w^r; but not the 
mines of other metals -y the reafon of which 
prerogative or pcmer, as it is given by my 
lord Coke f, is becaufe money can be 
made oi gold and Jilvery but not of other 
metals, 

Purfuant to this opinion, half-pence 
and farthings were anciently made of 
fher, which is evident from the a6l of 
parliatnent of Henry the fourth, chap. 4. 
whereby it is enaded as follows : Itenty 
for the great fcarcity that is at prefent 
within the realm of England of half- 
pence and farthings of filver, it is or-f 
dained and efiahlifbedy that the third 
part of all the money of filver plate 

* 2 Inft. 577, t 2 Inft. 577. 

which 



L E T T E H I. 37 

which jhall he brought to the bullion, Jhall 
be made into half*- pence and farthings. 
This (hews, that the words half-penny 
^rA farthing of lawful money in that^^x- 
iute concerning the faffing of pence, is 
meant a fmall coin in half-pence zvidfar^ 
things difiher. 

This is further manifefl from the fta- 
tute of the ninth year of Edward the 
third, chap. 3. which enads, that nofier- 
ling half-penny or farthing be imlten for 
to make vejfeis<f (tr any other thing by the 
goldfmiths, nor others^ upon the forfeiture 
of the movkty fo molten (or melted). 

By another ad in this king's reign, 
hiack money was not to be current in Eng- 
land. And by an ad made in the eleventh 
year of his reign, chap. 5. g(Uley half" 
pence were not to pafsi what kind of 
c»in thefe were, I do not know j but 
I ptefume they were made of ba/e tnetah 
Aod thefe ads were no new lavos^ but fur- 
ther declarations of the old larjos relating to 
the coin. 

Thus the kno) (lands in relation to 
Cf4n» Nor is there any example to the 
D 3 contrary, * 
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contrary, except one in Davis s reports^ 
vvho tells us, that, in the time of 
Tyrone's rebellion, queen Elizabeth otdcxzd 
money of mixed metal to be coined in the 
Tower of Londony and fent over hither 
for the payment of the army^ obliging alj 
people to receive it j and commanding 
that 2\\Jiher money fliould be taken only 
as bullion ; that is, for as much as it 
weigh'd. Davis tells us feveral particu? 
lars in this matter, top long here to trouble 
you wiph, and that the privy council of 
this kingdom obliged a merchant in Engr 
land to receive this mixt money fpr goods 
tranfmitted hither. 

But this proceeding is rejected by all 
tiie- beft lawyers, as contrary to law, 
x\\^ privy council here having no fuch legal 
power. And, befides, it is to be conr , 
fidcred, that the Queen was then under 
great difnculties by a rebellion in this hing-: 
dcm aflifted from Sj)din'y and whateycf 
i« done in great exigences and dangerous 
times, Ihould never be an example tQ 
proceed by in feafons o£ peace and quiei-^ 

rjys, • ■ ■ ■; 

♦ 6 I will 
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I will now, my dear friends, to fave 
you the trouble, fet before you in (hort, 
what the law obliges you to do, and what 
it does not oblige you to. 

Firft, you are obliged to take all mo^ 

ney in payments which is coined by 

the hingj and is of the Englijh ftand" 

ard, or weight, provided it ^oigoldov 

Jiher. 

Secondly, you are not obliged to take 
any money which is not o^ gold or Jiher ; 
not only the half-pence or farthings of 
England, but of any other country. And 
it is merely for convenience, or eafe, 
that you are content to take them ; be- 
caufe the cuflom of coining iilver half^ 
pence 2jad farthings hath long been left o^ ; 
I {uppofe on account of their being fub>- 
jed to be loft. 

Thirdly, much lefs are we obliged to 
take thofe vile half-pence of that fame 
Woody by which you muft lof^ alrpoll 
eleven pence in every (hilling. 

Therefore, my friends, ftand to it 
one and all : refufe ^\% filthy ti'ofh. It is 
no treafon to rebel againfl Mr. Wood. 
His majejlyy in his patent, obliges no^ 

D 4 body 
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body to take thefe half-pence : our grO' 
cious prince hath no fuch ill adviiers about 
him ; or, if he had, yet you fee, the laws 
have not left it in the king$ power to force 
us to take any coin hut what is lawful, 
of right ftandard, gold and Jilver. 
Therefore you have nothing to fear. 

And let me in the next place apply 
myfelf particularly to you, who are the 
poorer fort of tradefmen^ Perhaps you 
may think, you will not be fo gr^t 
lofers as the rich, if thefe halfpence fhould 
pafs ; becaufe you feldom fee any Jilver^ 
and your cuflomers come to your {hops 
or ilalls with nothing but brafs^ which 
you likewife find hard to be got. But 
you may take my word, whenever this 
money gains footing among you, you 
will be utterly undone. If you carry 
thefe half "pence to a fhop for tobacco or 
brandy y or any other thing that you want ; 
the flbopkeeper will advance his goods ac- 
cordingly, or elfe he muft break, and 
leave the hey under the door. Do you 
think I viHl fell you a yard of ten^enny 
fitffffor twenty o/'Afr. Wood's half-fincef 
Ng^ net under two hundred at leafi j nei- 
I- tk^r 
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tiier will I be at the trouble of countings but 
weigb tbem in a lump, I will tell you 
one thing further, that if Mr. WooSs . 
pixjed (hould take, it would ruin eveu 
our beggars ; for when I give a beggar 
a half-penny, it will quench his thirft, 
or go a good way to fill his belly ; but 
the twelfth part of a half- penny will do 
him no more fervice than if I (hould 
give him three pins out of ipy fleevre. 

In fhort, thefe half-fence are like the 
accurfed things which, as the fcripture 
tdls us, the children of Ifrael were for- 
ydden to touch. They will run about 
/iib the plague^ and deflrqy every one 
who lays his hands upon them, I have 
heard fcholars talk of a man who told 
the king, that he had invented a way 
to torment people by putting them in- 
to a buU of brafs with fire under it : 
but the prince put the projeEiar firft in- 
to his brazen bull to make the ei^peri^ 
meot. This very much refembles the 
projeSi of Mr. Woody and the like of 
this may pojQibly be Mr. Wood's fate j 
that the brafs he contrived to torment 

this 
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this kingdom with, may prove his own 

torment, and his deftrudion at laft. 

N. B. The author of this paper is 
informed by perfbns, who have made 
it their buflaeis to be exad in their ob- 
fervations on the true value of thele 
half-pence^ that any perfbn may ^xpe£l 
to get a quart oi two-pen?ty ale for tbir-' 
ty-fix of them. 

I defire that all families may keep 
this paper carefully by them, to refre(h 
their memories whenever they {hall 
have further notice of Mr. Woois half- 
pence, or any other the like impofture* 
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A LETTER TO 
Mr. H a R D I N G the Printer, 

. UPON OCCASION OF 

A Paragraph in his News-Paper of Auguft 
the Fifft, J 7 24, 

ILELATIVO TO 

M». WOOD'S HALF-PENCE. 

IN your news-letter of the firft inftant 
there is a paragraph, dated from Lan- 
don Jtily 25thj relating to WooePs half- 
pence ; whereby it is plain, what I fore- 
told in my letter tothe Jhopkeepersy etc, 
that this vile fellow would never be at 
Teft \ and that the danger of our ruin 
appix>achcs nearer; and therefore the 
kingdom requires new and frejb warning. 
However, I take this paragraph to be, 
in a great meafure, an impoiition upon 
the publick ; at leaft I hope fo, becaufe 

I am 
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I am informed that Wood is generally 
his own news-writer ; I cannot but ob- 
(erve from that paragraph, that this 
public enemy of ours, not fatisfied to 
ruin us with his trafh^ takes every occa- 
sion to treat this kingdom with the ut- 
mod contempt. He reprefents fevered 
of our merchants and traders, upon ex- 
amnauon before a cotnmutee of councti, 
agreeing^ that then ijoas the utmofi 
necefjity of copper momy here, before his 
patent ; fo that fevcral g^ntlemep haoe hem 
forced to tally with their workmen^ and 
give them bits of cards feaUd and fuhfcrihed 
ivith their names. What then ? If a phy- 
sician prefcribe to a patient a dram of 
phyfick, (hall a rafcal-apothecary cram 
him with a pounds and mix it up with 
poifonf and is not a landlord's hand and 
jeal to his own labourers a better Security 
for five or ten (hillings than WoocPs brafsy. 
ten times below the real value, can be ta 
the kingdom for an hundred and eight 
thoufand pounds? 

But who are thefe merchants and 
traders ^Ireland that made this report 

of 
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of tbt uimofi fiecejjity we are under for 
copper money f they are only a {gw be- 
trayers of their country, confederates 
with Wood^ from whom they are to 
purchafe a great quantity of his coin, 
perhaps at half the price that we are to 
take it, and vend it among us, to the 
ruin of thepublick, and their own pri- 
vate advantages. Are not thefe excel* 
lent witneiles, upon whofe integrity the 
&teof the kingdom muft depend, evi- 
dences in their own caufe, and (harers in 
this work of iniquity ? 

If we could have deferved the liberty 
of coining for ourfelves, as we formerly 
did, and why we have it not is eoery 
body 5 wonder as well as mine^ ten thou- 
iand pounds might have been coined 
here in Dublin of only one fifth below 
the intrinfic value ; and this fum with 
the flock of half-pence we then had, 
would have been fufficient : but Woody 
by his emiflaries, enemies to God and 
this kingdom, hath taken care to buy 
up as many of our old half-pence as he 
could ; and from thence the prefent 
want of change arifes ; to remove which 

by 
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hvJMr, Wood's remedy would be to cure 
ft fcratch on the finger by cutting ofF the! 
arm. But fuppofing there were not and 
farthing of change in the whole nation, 
I will maintain, that fiire and twenty 
thoufand pounds would be a fdni fully fuf- 
ficient to anfwer all our occafions. I ani 
no inconfiderable (hopkeeper in this town; 
I have difcourfed with feveral of my own^ 
and other trades, with many gentlemen 
both of city and country, and aUb with 
great numbers of farmers, cottagers, and 
labourers, ^ho all agree, that two (hil- 
lings in change for every family would 
be more than ncceflary in all dealings. 
Now, by the largeft computation (eved 
before that grievous difbouragement of 
agriculturey f which hath fo much lef- 
fened our numbers), the fouls in this 
kingdom are computed to be one mil- 
lion and a half; which, allowing fix 
to a family, makes two hundred and fif- 
ty thouland families, and confequently 
two (hillings to each family will a^ 
mount only to ^^ and twenty thou^ 



t Perhaps the prohibition from ploughing, fee page 2. 

fand 
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{and pounds ; whereas this honeji^ libe- 
ral^ bard-ware-man, Wood^ would im- 
pofe upon us above four times that fum. 
Your paragraph relates further, that 
Sir Ifotic Newton reported an ajfay taken 
at The Tomer of Wood's metal ; by which 
it appears, that WoodhiA in all re/peSls 
performai his contraSi. His contrad! 
with whom? was it with the parliament 
or people of Ireland f are not they to be 
the purchafers? but they deleft, abhor, 
and reje£l: it as corrupt, fraudulent, min- 
gled with dirt and trafh- Upon which he 
grows angry, goes to law, and will im- 
pc^ his goods upon us by force. 
V- But your news-letter &ys, that an 
€tjfi^ was made of the coin. How im- 
pudent and infupportable is this ! Wood 
takes c^ to coin a dozen or two half- 
pence of good metal, fends them to 
The Tower^ and they are approved, and 
thefe muft anfwer all that he hath al- 
ready coined, or (hall coin for the future^. 
It is true, indeed, that a gentleman often 
lends to my fhbp for a pattern of ftuff ; I 
cut it fairly off, and if he likes it, he 



comes. 



48 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS, 
comes, or fends, and compares the pat" 
tern with the whole piece, and probably 
we come to a bargain. But if I were to 
buy an hundred flieep, and the grazier 
fhould bring me one fingle wether fat and 
well fleec'd, by way oi pattern, and ex- 
pedfc the fame price round for the whole 
hundred, without fuffering me to fee 
them before he was paid, or giving me 
good fecurity to reftcwe my money for 
thofe that were lean^ ox Jhorn, otfcablyi I 
would be none of his cuftomer. I have 
heard of a man who had a mind to fell 
bis houfe, and therefore carried a piece 
of brick in his pocket, which he ihewed 
as a pattern to encourage purchafers ; and 
this is diredirly the cafe in point with Mr. 
ff^ood' s ajfay. 

The next part of the paragraph con- 
tains Mr. Wood^s voluntary propofals ftjr 
preventing any further objeSiiom or appre- 
btnjions. 

His firft propofal is, that whereas he, 
bath already coined feventeen thou/and 
poundsy and has copper prepared to make 

it 
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it up forty thou/and poujidst he isiil h 
content to coin no more\ unlefs the exigen- 
ces OF TRADE Reqjiire IT, although hts 
patBnt impowers him to coin afar greater 
quantity. 

To which if I Were to anrwer, it 
(hould be thus: let Mr. J^ood and his 
crew of founders and tinkers coin on, till 
there is not an old kettle left in the king- 
dom ; let them coin old leather, tobacco- 
pipe-clay, or the dirt in the ftreer, and 
call their trumpery by what name they 
pleafe, from a guinea to a farthing; we 
are not under any concern to know how 
heandhis tribe of accomplices think tic to 
employ themfelves. But I hope, and truft, 
that we are all to a man fully detertnined 
to have nothing to do with him or his 
ware. 

The king, has given him a patent to 
coin half- pence, but hath not obliged us 
to take them ; and I have already fliewn 
in my letter to the Jhopkeepers etc. that the 
law hath not left it in the power of the 
prerogative to compel the fubjed to take 
any money, befides gold and filver of the 
light fterling and ftandard. 
' Vol. X. E U'ccd 



5© THE DRAPIER'S LETTERS. 

W^ood further propofes (if I underftand 
him right, for his exprefHons are dubious), 
that he will, not coin abime forty tboufand 
pounds^ unlefs the exigencei of trade reqtare 
it, Firft, I obferve that this fum of 
forty thoufand pounds is almoft double to 
what I proved to be fufHcient for the 
whole kingdom, although we had not CMie 
of our old half-pence left. Again, I aflc, 
who is to be judge, when the exigences of 
trade require it P Without doubt be means 
bimfelfy for as to us of this poor king- 
dom, who muft be utterly ruined if this 
proje£t fliould fucceed, we were never 
ome confulted till the matter was over, 
and he will judge c^ our exigences by his 
own ; neither will thefe be ever at an end, 
till he and his accomplices fhall think 
they have enough : and it now appears 
that he will not be content with all our 
gold and filver, but intends to buy up 
our goods and manufa<^res with the fiune 
coin. 

I (hall not enter into examination of 
the prices for which he now propofes 
to fell his half-pence, or what he calls 

his 
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his copper, by the pound ; I have faid 
enough of it in my former letter, and it 
hatli likewife been confidered by others. 
It is certain, that by his own firft com- 
putation we were to pay three fhil- 
Imgtf for what was intrinfically worth 
but one, although it had been of the 
true wdght and ilandard for which he 
pretended to have contracted ; but there 
is lb great a dii&rence both in weight and 
badne&iti {everal of hist coins, that feme 
of them have been nine in ten below the 
intriniic value, and moil of them fix or 
feven. 

His laft propofal being of a peculiar 
ftrain and nature, deferves to be very 
|KUticularIy confidered both on account 
of the matter and the ftyle. It is as fol- 
lows : 

•Laftly, In confideration of the direful 
afprehenfions which prevail in Ireland, 
imt Mr. Wood will by fuch coinage 
drain tbent of their gold and fJver ; be 
fnpofes to take their manufaSiures in 
txcbangej and that no perfon be obliged to 
E 2 receive 
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receive more than five-pence half- penny at 
one payment. ' .... 

Firft obferve this little impudent 
hardr^jaare-man turning itito ridicule tbi 
direful apprehcnfiorii of a whole 'king- 
dom^ priding himfelf as the caufe- of 
them, and daring to pFefcrifafe (what no 
king of England ever attempted) how 
far a whole nation ihali be obliged to 
take his brafs coin. And he haft reaibh 
to infult : for fure there was never '^an 
example in hiftory of a great kingdom 
kept in awe for above a year, in daily 
dread of utter deftrud:ion, not by a 
powerful invader at the head of twenty 
tboufand men, not by a plague or a 
famine, not by a tyrannical prince (for 
we never had one more gracious), or 
a corrupt adminiftration, but by one 
Tingle, diminutive, infignificant me- 
chanick. 

But to go on : to remove our direful 
appreheiifionsj that he will drain us of 
cur gold and fiver by his coinage^ this 
little arbitrary mock-monarch moft gra- 
cioufly offers to take our manufaSlures 

in 
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in exchange. Arc our Iri/h underftand- 
ingi. indeed folowin his opinion? Is 
not this the very mifery we complain 
of ; that his curfed proje<^ will put us 
under the aeceffity of felling our goods 
for - what is equal to nothing? How 
would fuch a propofal Ibund fiom France 
or Spatn^ or any other country with which 
wCi : traffick, if they (hould of&r to deal 
with'us only upon this condition, that we 
fliotild ttke theirmoney at ten times high- 
er than the intrinfic value? Does 
Mr^ Wood think, for. inftance, that we 
will fell fcim a ftone of wool for a par- 
cel of his counters not worth fix-pence, 
when -we can fend it to England, and 
receive as. many {hillings in gold and fil- 
ver ? fiirely there was never heard fuch a 
compound of impudence, villainy, and 
folly. 

-His propofals conclude with perfed 
Ingh treafon. He promifes, that no per-^ 
fim Jhall. be obliged to receive more than 
fiverpence balf*penny of his coin in on& 
payment. By which it is plain, tlxat he 
pretends to oblige every fubjed; in this 
kingdom to take fo much in every pay- 

E 3 ment, 
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ment, if it be offered; whereas his' pa« 
tent obliges no man, nor can the prcro^ 
gative by. law claim inch a power; as'I 
have often obferved ; fo that here Mr. 
Woiod tiik^s upon him tjic entire kgijlature, 
and an abfolute dominion over the pro- 
perties oF the whole nation. 

Good God! who are this wrctch't 
advifefsf who are hWfipporiers^ abet- 
tors^ encouragersy orjbarersf Mr. Wood 
will oblige me to take five-pencq half- 
penny of his brals in every payment* 
And I will (hoot Mr. Pf^ood ahd fii* 
deputies through the head like Ugh' 
waymen or houfe-breakersy if they dare 
to force one farthing of their coin on 
me in the payment of an hundred pounds. 
It is no lofs of honour to fubmit to the 
lion J but who, with a figure of a 
man, can think with patience of being 
devoured alive by a rat ? He has 4aid a 
tax upon the people of Ireland of fe- 
venteen Ihillings at lead in the pound: a 
tax, I fay, not only upon lands, but inter- 
eft-money, goods, manufactures, the hire - 
of handicraftfmen, labourers, and fervants. 
Shopkeepers, look to yourfelves I PP'ood 

will 
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will oifltge Sind.(oTQi^ you to take five- pence 
half-penny, of hi$ traih in every payment; 
and many of yqu receive twenty, thirty, 
forty payments in one day, or elfc you 
can hardly find bread : and pray confidec 
bow much that will amount to in a year ; 
twenty times five-pence half-penny is nine 
ibillin^ and two- pence, which is above 
an hundred and fixty pounds a year, 
wherein you will be lofers of at leaft 
one hundred and forty pounds by tak- 
ing your payments in his money. If 
any of you be content to deal with Mr. 
ff^tioJ on fuch conditions, you may; 
but for my own particular, /<?/ 6is money 
perijh with him. If the famous Mr. 
Hampden rather chofe to go to prifon,^^, 
than pay a few /hillings to king Charles 
I, without authority of parliament j I 
will rather chufe to be hanged than 
have all my fubftance taxed at ftveiitcen 
{hillings in the pound at the arbitrary will 
and pleafure of the venerable Mr. 
JFood, 

The p^agraph concludes thus : N. B. 

(that is to fay, nota beney or mark well) 

No evidence appeared from Ireland, or 

E 4 elfewhere. 
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elfewbere^ to prove the fi^chiefs tompiahteJ 
ofy or any abides wbatfiever: cmfrnttedpt the 
execution of -the Jai4 ^^mh . . ..ii 

The impudcDce pf (his reraask^fx«> 
ceeds all that Went before. Firft^ithq 
houfe of commons- in- /reZ^xm/^iiwhioh 
reprefents the whole people of the;ktng-> 
dom ; and fecondly. the privyrbouu- 
cil addrefled his roajefty againft thefe 
half-pence : what could be done more 
to exprefs the univerfal fenfe of the nar 
tion ? If his copper were diamonds, 
and the kingdom were entirely againft 
it, would not that be fufficient to rejefl 
it ? muft a committee of the whole houfe 
ot commons, and our whole privy-coun-e 
cil, go over to argue pro and £on with 
Mr. Woodf To what end did the king 
give his patent for coining half-pence 
in Ireland^ was it not becaufe it was 
reprefented to his facred majefty, , thaE 
J'uch a coinage would be of advantage 
to the good of this kingdom, and of 
all his fubjeds here ? It is to the pa- 
tentee's peril, if this reprefcntation be 
falfe, and the execution of his patent 
be fraudulent and corrupt. Is he fo 

wicked 



^ickcdA and ibolMh^W think,- cthat his 
j^tmt' iWas given ^'hiln t& T^in- a miHion 
and a half of people,, ^ifhat^'heVuHght -be 
av gainer of three or fouffcoife thduland 
pounds to hitnfelf? Befort'^he was- at 
the»: charge of pi^Ag a patent, much 
more: of raking up i fo much filthy drofs, 
and fUmptng it with his majefty's image 
ofid fuperfcription^ {hould he riot firft 
in common fenfcj in common equity, 
and .common manners, have cdnfuked 
the : principal party concerned ; that' is' 
to iay, the people of the kingdom, the 
houie of lords, or commons, or the 
privy- council ? If any foreigner fliould 
aik us, whofe image and fuferfcription 
there is on Wood's coin? we fhould be 
aihamed to tell him, it was Cafars. In 
that great want of copper half-pence 
which he alledges we were, our city 
(ct up our Ceefars -f ftatue in excellent 
copper at an expence that is equal in 
value to thirty thoufand pound of his 
coin ; and we will not receive his image 
in w(M'fe metal. 

I obferve many of our people putting 
a (melancholy cafe on this fubjeft. It is 

^ Ancqueftrian fiatuc ofGcrge I, at EJfex-bridge., Duklbi. 

true, 
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true, fay they, we gie. all undone if 
WoQC^i lialf pence muftpais; but what 
ihall we do, if bis nnajedy, puts qu(; a 
proclamation commanding us to take 
them ? This hath often been dinned in 
my ears. But I defire my countrymen 
to be afTured that there is nothing in it. 
The king nevttr iflfues out a procUmtUim 
but to enjoin what the law permits him. 
He will not ifTue out a proclamation 
sgainft law ^ or, if fuch a thing (Hould 
happen by a miftake, we are no more 
obliged to obey it than to run our heads 
into the fire. 6e{idsi» his majeily will 
never command us by a proclamation^ 
what he does not offer to command us 
in the patent itfelf. There he leaves it 
to our difcretion ; fo that our deftruc- 
tion mull: be entirely owing to ourfelves. 
Therefore let no man be afraid of a 
proclamation, which will never be grant- 
ed ; and if it fbould, yet upon this 
occafion will be of no force. Tlie 
king's revenues here are near four jhuhr 
dred ihoufand pounds a year. Can you 
think his minifters will advife him to 
take them in Wood's brafs, which will 
5 reduce 
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reduce the value to fifty tfaoufand pounds? 
England gets a million fterling by this 
nation ; which, if this projed goes on, 
will be almoft reduced to nothing: and 
do yo« think thofc who live in England 
upoa/>^ eftates, will be content to take 
an aght or tenth part by being paid in 
^PWjdrofs? 

If Wood and his confederates were 
not convinced of our ftupidity, they 
never would have attempted fo audaci- 
ous an cnterprize. He now fees a fpirit 
hath been raifed againfl: him, and he only 
watches till it begin to flag: he goes 
about watching when to devour us. He 
hopes V9Q (hall be weary of contending 
with him; and at laft, out of ignorance 
or fear, or of being perfeAly tired with 
oppotition, we fhall be forced to yield : 
and therefore, I confefs, it is my chief 
endeavour to keep up your ipirits and 
leientments. If I tell you there is a pre- 
cipice under you, and that if you go for- 
wards 'you will certainly break your 
necks'; if I point to it before your eyes, 
muft I be at the trouble of repeating it 
every morning ? Are our people's hearts 

^axcd 
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waxed grofs P are fheir ears dull of hear- 
ing f and have they clofed their ^es f \ 
fear there are fome few vipers amoog 
us, who for ten or twenty pounds gain 
would fell their ibuls andjtheir country; 
although at lad it fhould end in .their 
own ruin, as well as ours. Be not like 
the deaf adder ^ who refufeth to bear the. 
voice of the charmer^ charm he He^er fo 
wifely. 

Although my letter be dired^ to 
you, Mr. Harding, yet I intend it foe 
all my countrymen. I have no intereft 
in this affair, but what is common to 
the publick : I ean live better than ma- 
ny others : I have fom^e gold and filver 
by me, and a ihop well furnifhed ; and 
ihall be able to make a fhift, when many 
of my betters arc ftarving^ But I am 
grieved to fee the coldnefs and indiffe- 
rence of many people, with whom I dif- 
courfe. Some are afraid of a proclama" 
tion ; others (hrug up their, fhoulders, and 
cry, What would you have us to do? 
Some. give out, there is no danger at all : 
others are comforted, that it will be a 
comraoa calamity, and they fhall fare 

no 
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no worfe than their neighbours. Will a . 
man, who hears n^idnight robbers at his 
dooFj get out of bed, and raife his family 
fb^'*" common defence; and fliall a 
whole kingdom lie in a lethargy, while 
Mt. Wood cotties at the head of his 
cbi^derates, to rob them of all they 
faaye, to ruin us and our pofterity, for 
ever ? If a highwayman meets yoii on 
the road, you give him your money to 
fave your life; but God be thanked, 
Mr Wood cannot touch a hair of your 
heads. You have all the laws of God 
and man on your fide-: when he or his 
accomplices offer you his drofs, it is 
but laying «<?, and you are fafe. If a mad- 
man (hould come into my fhop with a 
handful of dirt raked out of the kennel,' 
and offer it in payment for ten yards of 
fluff, I would pity, or laugh at him; 
orj if his behaviour deferved it, kick" 
him out of my doors. And if Mr. Wood 
comes to demand my gold and filver, 
of commodities for which I have paid 
niy gold and filver, in exchange foT his, 
traQi, 'can he deferve or expieft better 
treatment? 

When 
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When the evil day is come (if it moft 
come) let us mark and obferve tbofe 
who pre^me to pf&r thefe hali^pencss 
in payment. Let their names and trades, 
and places of abode, be made pubfic^ 
that every one may be aware of them, 
as betrayers of their country, and coo* 
federates with Mr. Wood, Let them be 
watched at markets and fairs ; and kc 
the firft honed difcoverer give the woed 
about that Mr. Wood's half-pence have 
been offered, and caution the poor in« 
nocent people not to receive them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but 
there would never be an end, if I at- 
tempted to fay all that this melancholy 
fubjed will bear. I will conclude with 
humbly offering one propofal; which, 
if it were put into pradice, would blow 
up this deftruftive proje<Et at once. Let 
fome fkilful, judicious pen draw up an 
advertifetnent to the following purpofe : 
Whereas one William Wood, heard" 
ware-man^ now or lately fojourning in 
the city of London, hathy by many mif- 
reprefentationsy procured a patent for 
coining an hundred and eight tboufaod 

pounds 
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founds m topper half^pence for this Ung- 
dom 5 whkb is a fum five iifnes greater 
tiaaour occafims require: And whereas 
it is notorious^ that the /aid Wood hath 
auned bis half -pence of fuch bafe metaly 
and fedfe weight, that they are at leafi 
fix parts in Jeven helow the real value : 
jind whereas we have reafon to appre^ 
hmd, that the faid Wood may at any 
time hereafter claftdeftinely coin as many 
more half-pence as he pleafes : Andwhere- 
as the faid patent neither doth, nor can 
oblige his majefiys fubjeSis to' receive the 
faid half-pence in any p^ment, but leaves 
it to their voluntary choice ; becaufe by 
km the fubje& cannot be obliged ^0 /^i^ 
any mon^, except gold or iilver : And 
wiereasy contrary to the letter and mean- 
ing of the faid patent y the fa'td Wood 
hath declared J that every perjbn jhall be 
obliged to take fiue-pence half-penny of 
his coin in every payment : And whereas 
the houfe of commonsy and privy^councily 
have feverally addrejfed his mofi faci-ed 
majefiyy reprefenting the ill confequenccs 
mbich the faid coinage may have upon 
ibis kingdom : And, lajlfyy whereas it is 

u?uverfally 
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nn'wtrfally agreed^ that the whdle nation 
10 a mdn (except Mr. Wood, and his 
confederates) are in the utmojl apprebenfi- 
ons of the ruinous confequences that muft 
.follcno from the f aid comzgc ; Therefore we^ 
"whofe names are underwritten^ being per- 
fons of confderable efiates in this kingaom, 
^nd rcfiders therein^ do unanimoufly refolvt 
•and declare^ that we wilt never receive one 
farthing or half-penny of the faid Wood's 
coining \ and that we will dire8i all our 
tenants to refufe the faid coin from any per- 
fon whatjbever ; of which that they may 
not be ignorant^ we have fent them a 
copy (f this advertifement, to be rsad 
to them by our ftewards^ receivers, etc. 

I could wifh, that a paper of this na- 
ture might he drawn up, and (igned 
by two or three hundred principal gen- 
tlemen of this kingdom y and printed 
copies thereof fent to their feveral te- 
nants. I am deceived if any thing could 
fooner defeat this execrable defign of 
IFoody and his accomplices. This would 
immediately give the alarm, and fet 
the kingdom on their guard j this would 

give 
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give courage to the meaneft tenant and co';- 
tager. Hew long, Lordy righteous afid 
true, etc* 

I muft tell you in particular, Mi. ILird- 
iftgy that you arc much to blame. Seve- 
ral hundred perfbns have enquired at 
.your houfe for ray Letter to the jbop- 
keepers, etc, and you had none to fell 
them. Pray keep yburfelf provided v» ith 
that Letter, and with this: you have 
got very well by the former; but I did 
not then write for your fake, any moi-e 
than I do now. Pray advertife both in 
every news- paper ; and let it not be your 
fault or mine, ifour countrymen will not 
take warning. I delire you likewife to lell 
diem as cheap as you can. 



/ am your fervant, 

M. B. 

Aiigttft 4, 1724. 
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LETTER IIL 

SOME 

OBSERVATIONS 

UPON A PAPER, CALLED, 

The Report of the Committee 

O F 

The Moft Honourable the Privy-Council 
in England, 

Relating to Wood's Half-pence. 
T o 

The Nobility and Gentry of the King- 
dom of Ireland. 

HAVING already written two Utters 
to the people of my own level and 
condition, and having now very preffing 
occafion for writing a third ; I thought 
I could not more properly addrefs it than 
to your lordjbips and worjhips. 

The occafion is this : a printed pa- 
per was lent to me on the i8th inftant^ 
6 entitled^ 
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ehtide(j, A report (j/* the committee of the 
lords of his frtaje/iys fnofi honourable pn- 
vy-council in England relating to Mr. 
Wood's half-pence and farthings. There 
is no mention made' where the paper 
was printed ; but I fuppofe it to have 
been in Dublin : and I have been toldy 
that the copy did not come over in the 
Gazette^ but in the London yournalt 
or forae other print of no authority or 
confequence. And, for any thing that' 
legally appears to the coiitrary, it may 
be a contrivance to fright us ; or a pro- 
jeSi of fome printer, who hath a mind 
to make a penny by publifhing feme- 
thing upon a fubje<Sl which now em- 
ploys all our thoughts in this kingdom; 
Mr. ff^ood, in publifliing this paper, 
would irifinuate to the world, as if the 
committee had a greater concern for his 
Credit, dnd pfivatte emolument, than for 
the honour of the privy-council, and 
both houfes of parliament here, and for 
^t quiet and welfare of this whole 
kingdom ; for it feems intended a vin- 
^ioation . of Mr. JVoody not without fc-* 
Fa yeral 
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veral (^vcrc reflexions on the houfes of 
lords and commons of Ireland* 

The ^Vhole is indeed written with the 
turn and air of a pamphlet ; as if it were 
a difpute between William Wood on the 
one part, and the lords jiijlices^ privy-coim- 
cily and both houfes of parliament on the 
other: the defign of it being to clear 
William Wood^ and to charge the other 
fide with calling rafli and groundlefs a- 
Iperiions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title im- 
ports, Mr. Wood hath treated the com^ 
mittee with great rudenefs, by publilh- 
ing an a6l of theirs in fo unbecoming a 
•manner, without their leave, and before it 
was communicated to the government and 
privy-council of Ireland ; to whom the 
committee advifed that it fhould be tranf- 
mitted. But, with all deference be jt Ipo- 
ken, I do not conceive that a report of a 
committee of the council in England is 
hitherto a law in either kingdom ; and 
until any point is determined to be a law, 
it remains difputable by every fubjeiEL 

This (may it pleafe your lordfhips and 
svorfjips) may feem a ftrange way of 

difcourfing 
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liicourfing in an illiterate fbdpkeeper. \ 
iav€ endeavoured (although without the 
lelp of books) to improve that fmall 
lortion of reafon God hath been pleafed 
:o give me ; and when reafon plainly 
ippears before me, I cannot turn away 
ny head from it. Thus, for inftance, 
f any lawyer fliould tell me that fuch 
I point were law, from which many 
rrofs palpable abfurdities muft follow ; 
[ would not, I could not believe him. 
[f Sir Edward Coke fliould pofitively 
iffert (which he no where does, bpt 
:he dire& contrary), that a limited prince 
x>uld by his prerogative oblige his 
'ubjeds to take half an ounce of lead, 
[lamped with his image, for twenty fliil- 
ings in gold, I fliould fwear he was de^ 
:eivedt or a deceiver; becaufe a power 
ike that would leave the whole lives 
md fortunes of the people entirely at 
he mercy of the monarch ; yet this in 
:Sc&. is what ff^ood hath advanced in 
bme of his papers ; and what fufpici-* 
ms people may pofliUy apprehend from 
bme paflages in that which is called the 
'eport, 

F 3 That 
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That paper mentions Juch perfom to 
have been examined^ who were defirous 
and willing to be heard upon this fubjeSi. 
I am told they were four in all ; Coleby^ 

B , Mr. Finley the banker, and 

one more, whofe i^ame I know not. 
The firft of thefe was tried for robbing 
the treafury in Ireland : and though he 
was acquitted for want of legal proof, 
yet every perfon in the court believed him 
to be guilty. 

Bur, fince I have gone fo far as to 
rnpntion particular perfons, it may be 
fome fatisfadion to know who is this 
Wood himfelf, that has the honour to 
have a whole kingdom at his mercy for 
slmoft two years together. I find he is 
in the patent entitled ejqttire^ although 
he were underftood to be only a hard-- 
ware-man ; and fo I have been bold to 
call him in my former letters ; however, 
a Yquire he is, not only by virtue of his 
patent, but by having been a collet3:or 
m Shrop/kirei where pretending to have 
been robbed, and fuing the county, he 
was call, and for the infamy of the fadt 
(oft his employment. 

I have 
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I have heard another ftory of this 
Tquire ^<?o</ from a very honourable la- 
dy, that Qne Hamikon told her. Hamil- 
ton was fent for fix years ago, by Sir 
Ifoac Newtm^ to try the coinage of four 
roeii, who then folicited a patent for 
coiining half-pence for Ireland \ their 
ftaqies were Woody Cojior^ Elifton\ and 
Parker. Parker made the' faireft oft'er, 
and Wood the worft ; for his coin were 
three half-pence in a pound weight leifs 
value than the other. By which it is 
piaio, with what intentions he folicited 
his patent ; but not (b plain how he ob- 
tained it. 

It is.alledged in the fkid paper called 
the report^ that upon repeated orders 
from a fecretary of ftate for fending 
over fuch papers and witneilfs, as fhould 
be thpught proper to fupport the ob- 
jedions made againft the patent (by 
both houfes of parliament) ; the lord 
lieutenant reprcfented the great difficul- 
ty he found himfelf in, to comply with 
tbefe orders : that none of the principal 
■nutmbers of both houfes who were in the 
king* s fervice, or council^ would take upon 
F 4 tJjem 
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them to advife^ hem any material ferfon^ 
or papers <^ might be fmt ffver mi this occa- 
fan, etc. And this is often jrep^ated, and 
reprefented as a proceeding thdt feems ve- 
ry extraordinary^ and that i^ a matter 
which had rmfed Jo great af^'i^vaoxix in Ire- 
land, no one per/on could he prevailed up " . 
en to come over from Iteland in /upper t of 
the united fenfe of both houfes of parliament 
in Ireland ; efpecially that the chief- diffi- 
culty fJoou Id arife frofn a general apf^ehen- 
fan of a mif carriage., in an enquiry before 
his majefiy^ or in a proceeding by due courfe 
of law, in a cafe where both houfes of par-' 
Itameitt had declared themf elves fo fully con- 
vinced, andfatisfied upon evideme^ and ex- 
aminations taken in the mofl folemn man^ 
ner. 

How {Lall I, a poor ignorant iliop- 
keeper, utterly unikilled in law, be able 
to anfwer. fo -weighty an obje^ion ? I 
will try what can be done by plain rea«- 
fon, unafnfted by art, cunning/ or elo<«- 
quence. 

In my humble opinion, the commit- 
tee of council hath already prejudged 

the 
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the whole cafe, by calling the united fenfe 
of both boufes of parliament in Irelandz.w 
umvtrfal clamour. Here the addrefles of 
the lords and Commons of /r^/«W, againft 
a ruinous, deftro£live projedl of an ob- 
fcurt^ Jingle undertaker^ is called a cla- 
mmn I dcfire to know, how fuch a 
ftyle would be refented in England from 
a comiUFitVee of council there to a parlia- 
ment J and how many impeachments would 
follow upon it ? But fuppofing the appel- 
lation to be prpper, I never heard of a 
wife miniflier tvho dcfpifcd the univerfal 
clammr sA a people ; and if that clamour 
C3s\ be quieted by difappointing the frau- 
dulent pradlice of a fingle perfon, the 
purchafe is not exorbitant. 

But in anfwer to this objedion : firft 
it is inanifeit, that if this coinage had 
been xn Ireland ^ with fuch limitations 
as have- been formerly fpecified in other 
patents, and granted to perfons of this 
hing^hmy or even of England^ able to 
give fufficient fecurity, hw or no incon- 
veniencies could have happened. As to 
Mr. Kmx^s patent mentioned in the re- 
port'^ 
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porti Tecurity was given into the Excbe-^ 
query that the patentee {Hould upon all 
demands be obliged to receive his half" 
pence back, and pay gold, or filver in ex- 
change for them. And Mr. Moor (to 
whom I fuppofe that patent wasi made 
over) was in 1694 forced to leave, off 
coining before the end of that year by 
the great crouds of people continually 
offering to return his coinage upoa him. 
In 1698 he coined again, and was forced 
to give over for the fame reafoii. This 
entirely alters the cafe j for there is no 
fuch condition in Wood's patent ; which 
condition was worth a hundred times all 
other limitations whatfoever. 

Put the cafe, that the two houfes of 
lords and commons of England^ and the 
privy-council there, flibuld addrefs hijS 
majefty to recall a patent^ from whence 
they apprehended the moft ruinous con- 
fequenccs to the whole kingdom; and, 
to make it ftronger if poflible, that the 
whole nation almoff to a man ijiould 
thereupon difcover the mojl difmal ap^ 
prehenfions (as Mr. Wood flyles then)); 
would his majefty debate half an hour 

what 
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what he had to do ? would any minifter 
diffc- advife him againft recalling fuch a 
patent? or would the matter be referred 
to the prhy-councHy or to Wefiminfler^ 
hall ; the two houfes oi parliament plain- 
tifis, 2Xi<di WJlliam Wood defendant ? and 
is there even the fmalleft difference between 
the two c^fes ? 

Were not the people of Ireland born 
2& free 9l% \S\ok oi Efigland f how have 
they forfeited their freedom? is not their 
parUament as fair a reprefentative of the 
people ft6 that of England f and hath not 
their privy-council as great, or a greater 
{hare in the adminiftration of public 
affairs ? are not they fubjeds of the fame 
king? does not the fame y//« (hlne upon 
them ? and have they not the fame God 
for their protedor ? am I a freeman in 
England^ and do I become a jlave in fix 
hours by crofling the channel ? No won- 
der then if the boldeft perfons were cau- 
tious to interpofe in a matter already de- 
termined by the whole voice of the na- 
tion, or to prefume to reprefent the re- 
pfefentatives of the kingdom ; and were 
juftly apprehenfiye of meeting fuch a 

treatment 
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treatment as thev would deferve at the 
next fefllon. It would Teem very extraor*- 
dinary, if any inferior court in England 
fhould take a great matter out of the hands 
of the high court of parliament during a 
prorogation, and decide it againft the opi- 
nion of both houfes. 

It happens however, that although no 
perfons were (b bold as to go over as evi- 
dences to prove the truth of the objecti- 
ons made againft this patent by the high 
court of parliament here, yet thefe objec- 
tions ftand good) notwithftaoding tbeafi^ 
fwers made by Mr. Wood and his council. 

The report fays, that, upon an affay 
made of the jinenefs^ weighty and value of 
this copper, it exceeded in every article* 
This is poflible enough in the pieces up- 
on which the ajay was made j but Wood 
muft have failed very much in point of 
dexterity, if he had not taken care to 
provide a fufEcient quantity of fuch 
balf'-pence as would bear the trial ; which 
he was well able to do, although they 
were taken out of feveral parcels ; iince 

it 
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, it is now plain, tha,t the bia(s^ of favour 
hath been wholly on his fide. 

But what heed is there of difpiiting, 
when we have a pofitive demonftriition 
of Wood^s fraudulent pradices in this 
point? I have feen a large quantity of 
thefe half -pence weighed by a very ficil- 
fol perlbn, which were of four diffe- 
rent kinds, three of them confiderably 
under weight. I have now before me 
an cxad computation of the difference 
of weight between thefe four forts ; by 
which it appears, that the fourth fort, 
or the lighten, differs from the firft to 
a degree, that in the coinage of three 
hundred and fixty tons of copper the 
patentee will be a gainer, only by that dif- 
ference, of twenty-four thoufand four 
hundred and ninety four pounds ; and 
in the whole the publick will be a lofer 
of eighty-two thoufand one hundred 
and fixty-eight pounds fixteen (hillings, 
even fuppofing the metal in point of 
goodnefs to anfwer Woods contract, 
and the affay that hath been made, 
which it infallibly doth not. For this 
point hath likewife been enquired into 

bv 
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by very experienced men; who, upon 
feveral trials on many of thefe half-fefice^ 
have found them to be at leaft one fourth 
part below the real value, not including 
the raps or counterfeits that he, or his 
accomplices^ have already made of his 
own coin^ and fcattered about. Now the 
coinage of three hundred and fixty tons 
of copper, coined by the weight of the 
fourth or lighteft fort of his bedf-^encti 
will amount to one hundred twenty-two 
thoufand four hundred eighty - eight 
pounds, fixteen {hillings; and, if we 
fubrta<a a fourth part of the real value 
by the bafe mixture in the metal, we 
muft add to the public lofs one fourth 
part to be fubtraded from the intrin- 
fie value of the copper ; which in 
three hundred and fixty tons amounts 
to ten thoufand and eighty pounds ; and 
this, added to the former fum of ei^ty- 
two thoufand one hundred fixty- eight 
pounds, fixteen (hillings, will make in 
all ninety- two thoufand two hundred 
forty-eight pounds lofs to the publidc; 
befides the raps or counterfeits that he 
may at any time hereafter think fit to 

eoin. 
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coin. NOr do I know whether he reckons 
^ioR drofs exclufive or inclufive with his 
three hundred and fixty tons of copper ; 
which however will make a confider- 
able di£ference in the account. 

You will here plcafe to obferve, that 
the profit allowed to TVood by the pa- 
tent is twelve pence out of every pound 
of copper valued at i s. 6 d, whereas 5 d, 
only IS. allowed for coinage of a pound 
weight for the Englijh half-pence \ and 
this difference is almoft 25 per cent. 
which is double to the highcft exchange 
of money, even under all the additi- 
onal preffures and obftrudions to trade 
that this unhappy kingdom lies at prefent. 
This one circumftance, in the coinage of 
three hundred and fixty tons of copper, 
makes a difference of twenty- feven thou- 
(and feven hundred and twenty pounds 
between Englijh and Irijh halfpence^ 
even allowing thofe of Wood to be all of 
the heavieft fort. 

It is likewife to be confidered, that 
for every half-penny in a pound weight, 
exceeding the number direded by the 
patent, Wood will be a gainer in the 
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coinage of three hundred and fixty tons 
of copper, (jxteen hundred and eighty 
pounds profit more than the patent al- 
lows him ; out of which he may afford 
to make his comptrollers eafy upon that 
article. 

As to what is alledged, that tbefe half- 
pence far exceed the like coinage for Ire- 
land in the reigns of bis majeflys prede- 
ceffors : there cannot well be a more ex- 
ceptionable way of arguing, although 
the fa£t were true; which however is 
altogether miftaken, not by any fault 
in the committee^ but by the fraud and 
impofition of Wood^ who certainly pro- 
duced the worft patterns he could find ; 
fuch as were coined in fmall numbers by " 
permifjions to private men^ as butchers^ 
half-pence^ black-dogs^ and others the= 
like; or perhaps the fmall St. PatricKn 
coin, which pafleth now for a farthing, 
or at beft fome of the fmalleft raps oF 
the lateft kind. For I have now by mer 
halfpence coined in the year 1^80 by 
virtue of the patent granted to my lord 
'Dartmouthy which was renewed to Knox, 
and they are heavier by a ninth part thaa 

thofe 
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thofe of Woodf and of much better me- 
tal ; and the great St. Patrick's half -pence 
are yet larger than either. 

But what is all this to the prefent de- 
bate? if, under the various exigences of 
former times by wars, rebellions and in- 
furred^ions, the kings of England wtx^ 
fometime^forced to pay their armies here 
with mijre or bafe money ; God forbid 
that the necefli ties of turbulent times {hould 
be a precedent for times of peace, and or- 
der, and fettlement. 

In xhtpatejtt abovementioned, granted 
to lord Dartmouth in the reign of king 
Charles the fecond and renewed to Knox^ 
the fecurities given into the Exchequer, 
obliging the patentee to receive his money 
back upon every demand, were an effec- 
tual remedy againft all inconvenicncies : 
and the copper was coined in our kingdom ; 
fo that we were in no danger to purchafe 
it With the lofs of all our filver and gold 
carried over to another, nor to be at the 
trouble of going to Englaftd for the re- 
drefling any abufe. 

Vol, X. G That 
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That the kings of E^g/a^td have cx^ 
ercifed their prerogative of coining cop- 
per for Ireland and for England^ is not 
the prefent queftion : but, to fpeak in 
the ftyle of the report y it vjoxAdfeem a 
little extraordinary^ fuppofing a king 
fhould think fit to exercife his preroga-^ 
tive by coining copper in Ireland Xo be 
current m England^ without referring it 
to his officers in that kingdom, to be in- 
formed whether the grant were reafbn- 
able and whether the people defired it 
or no, and without regard to the ad- 
dreflls of his parliament againft it, God 
forbid that fo mean a man as I fliould 
meddle with the king's prerogative : but 
I have heard very wife men fay, that the 
king's prerogative is bounded and limit- 
ed by the good and welfare of his peo^ 
pie. I defire to know, whether it be not 
,underftood and avowed, that the good 
of Ireland was intended by this patent ? 
But Ireland is not confulted at all in the 
matter ; andj as foon as Ireland is in- 
formed of it, they declare againft it : the 
t'iSjO koufes of parliament and the privy- 
council 
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council addrefs his majefty upon the mif- 
chiefs apprehended by fuch a patent ; the 
privy-council in England take the matter 
out of xht parliament s cognizance; the 
good of the kingdom is dropt ; and it is 
now determined^ that Mr. TVood fhall have 
the power of ruining a whole nation for 
his private advantage. 

I never can fuppofe that fuch patents 
as thefe were originally granted vi^ith a 
view of being a job for the intereft of 
a particular perfon to the damage of the 
publick. Whatever profit muft arife to 
the patentee^ Was furely meant at beft 
but as a fecondary motive; and fince 
fomebody muft be a gainer, the choice 
of the perfon was made either by favour 
or fomcthing elfe^ or by the pretence of 
merit and honefty : this argument re- 
turns fo often and ilrongly into my head, 
that I cannot forbear frequently repeat- 
ing it. Surely his majefty, when he con- . 
fen ted to the pafTing of this patent^ con- 
ceived he was doing an ad; of grace to 
his moit loyal fubjcfts of Irelaftd^ with- 
out any regard to Mr. Wood^ farther than 
as an injlriunent : but the people of Ire^ 
G 2 land 
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land think this patent (intended, no doubt^ 
for their good; to be a moft intolerable 
grievance ; and therefore Mr. Wood can 
never fucceed without an open avowal, 
that his profit is preferred, not only be* 
fore the intereft^ but the ^^vyfafety and 
being of a great kingdom ; and a king- 
dom diftinguifhed for its loyalty perhaps 
above all others upon earth ; not turned 
from its duty by \\\^ jurifdiEiion of the houje 
of lords abolifljed at a Jlroke^ by the hard- 
Jljtps of the a Si of navigation newly enforced^ 
h ^^' P^F^^'^^ cbjiru&ions in trade ^ and by 
a hundred other inftancfes, enough to fill 
this paper; nor was there ever among us 
the lea It attempt towards an infurredtion 
in favour ot the pretender. Therefore, 
v/hatever juilice 2i free people can claim, we 
have at leaft an equal title to it with our 
brethren in England*^ and whatever grace 
a good prince can beftow on the moft 
loyal fubjeSis^ we have reafon to expedt it ;' 
neither has this kingdom any way deferved 
to be facrificed to one jingle^ rapacious^ 
ohfcure^ ignominious projedlor. 

Among other claufes mentioned in 

this 
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this patent to fliew how advantageous 
it is to Irelandy there is one which feems 
to be of a fingular nature : that the 
patentee fliall bt obliged during his term 
to pay eight hundred pounds a year 
to the crawny , and two hundred pounds 
a year to the comptroller. I have heard 
indeed, that the king's council do always 
coniider in the pafllng of a patent^ 
whether it will be of advantage to the 
crown ; but I have likewife beard, that 
it is at the fame time confidercd, whe- 
ther paffing of it may be injurious to 
any other perfons or bodies politic ? 
However, although the attorney and 
folicitor be fervants to the king, and there- 
fore bound to confult his majefty's in- 
tereft ; yet I am under fome doubt, whe- 
ther eight hundred pounds a year to the 
crown would be equivalent to the ruin 
of a kingdom. It would be far better 
for us to have paid eight thoufand pounds 
a year into his majefty's coffers in -the 
midft^of all our taxes (which in pro- 
portion are greater in this kingdom than 
ever they were in England^ even during 
the war) than purchafe fuch an addi- 
G 3 tion 
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tion to the revenue at the price of our uUer 
Mjdoing. 

But here it is plain, that fourteen 
thoufand pounds are to be paid by Pf^ood 
only as 2ifmall circumfiantial charge for 
the purchafe of his patent : what were 
his othe vifibU cofls I know not, and 
what were his latent^ is varioufly con- 
jtdured ; but he muft be furely a man 
of fome wonderful merit. Hath he faved 
any other kingdom at his own expence, 
to give him a title of rc-imburfing him- 
fclf by the deJlruSiion of ours? Hath 
he difcovered the longitude^ or the uni- 
verfal medicine f No ; but he hath found 
the philofophers ftone after a new man- 
ner, by debaftng of copper^ and refolving 
to force it upon us for gold. 

When the two houfes reprefcnted to 
his majefty, that this patent to Wood 
nxas obtained in a clandejiine manner^ 
furely the committee could not think 
the parliament would infinuate, that it 
had not pafled in the common forms, 
and run through every office where fees 
and perquifites were due. They knew 
very well, that perfous in places were no 

enemies 



LETTER III. 87 

enemies to grants ; and that the officers 
of the crown could not be kept in the 
dark. But the late * lord lieutenant of 
Ireland affirmed it was a fecret to him ; 
and who will doubt of his veracity^ 
efpecially when he fwore to a perfon of 
quality, from whom I had it, that Ire- 
land (hould never be troubled with thefe 
half-pence f It was z. fecret to the people 
oi Ireland, who were to be the only juf- 
ferers ; and thofe who bed know the 
ftate of the kingdom, and were moft able 
to advife in fuch an affair, were wholly 
ftrangers to it. 

It is allowed by the report, that this 
patent was pafled without the knowledge 
of the chief governor, or officers of Ire- 
land', and it is there elaborately fhewn, 
that former patents have pajfed in the 
fame manner, and are good in law. I 
fliall not difpute the legality of paLetits, 
but am ready to fuppofe it in his ma- 
jefly's power to grant a patent for (lamp- 
ing round bits of copper to every fub- 
jedt he hath. Therefore, to lay afide the 
point of law, I would only put the 

• Duke of Grafton, 

■ G 4 'queftion, 
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queftion, whether in reafon and jujiiu 
it would not have been proper, in an 
affair upon which the welfare of the 
kingdom depends ^ that the faid kingdom 
iliould have received timely notice ; and 
the matter not be carried on between the 
patentee and the officers of the crcntm^ who 
were to be the only gainers by it. 

The parliament^ who in matters of 
this nature are the moft able and faithful 
counfellors, did reprefent this grant to be 
defirnEiive of trade^ and dangerous to the 
properties of the people :■ to which the only 
anfwer is, that the king hath a prerogative 
to makefuch a grant. 

Jt is aderted, that in the patent to 
Knox his half-pence are made and de- 
clared the current coin of the kingdom ; 
whereas, in this to Wood there is only 
a power given to iffue them to fuch as will 
receive them. The authors of the report^ 
I think, do not affirm, that the king can, 
by la'Wi declare any thing to be current 
money by his letters patent. I dare fay 
they will not affirm it; and if Knoxs 
p^^ent contained in it powers contrary 
tpjftw, why is it mentioned as a pre- 
cedent 
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c^ent in his majefty's jufi and merciful 
reign f But although that claufe be not 
in Wood's patent, yet poffibly there are 
others, the legality whereof may be equal- 
ly doubted ; and particularly that where- 
by a power is given to William Wood to 
break into boufes infearch of any coin made 
in imitation of his. This may perhaps be 
afErmed to be illegal and dangerous to 
the liberty of the fubje<^ ; yet this is a 
precedent taken from Knoxs patent, where 
the fame power is granted, and is a ftrong 
inftanoe what ufes may be fometimes 
made tsi precedents. 

But although, before the paffing of 
this patent, it was not thought necefla- 
ry to confult any perfons of this king- 
dom, or make the leaft enquiry, whether 
copper money were wanting among us ; 
yet now at length, when the matter is 
over, when the patent hath long paffed, 
when Wood hath already coined (even- 
teen thousand pounds, and hath his 
tools and implements prepared to coin 
foe thaes as much more, the committee 
bath been pleafed to make this affair the 
fcitjedl of enquiry 5 Wood is permitted 

to 
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to produce his evidences, which confift, 
as I have already obferved, of four in num- 
ber, whereof Cokby^ B — , and Mr. Fin/ey 
the banker are three. And thefe were 
to prove that copper money was extreme- 
ly wanted in Ireland, The fir ft had been 
cut of the kingdom almolt twenty years, 
from the time that he was tried for rob- 
bing the treafury ; and therefore his hum-^ 
ledge and credibility are equal. Mr. Fin- 
ley^ one of the other witnefles, honeftly 
confefTed, that he was ignorant whether 
Ireland wanted copper money or no ; but 
his whole intention was to buy a certain 
quantity from Wood at a large difcount^ 
and fell them as well as he could ; by 
which he hoped to get two or three thou- 
fand pounds for himfelf. 

But fuppofe there were not one fingle 
^half-penny of copper coin in this whole 
kingdom (which Mr. Wood feems to 
intend, unlefs we come to his terms, as 
appears by employing his emiflaries to 
buy up our old ones at a penny in the 
fhilling more than they pafs for), it could 
not be any real evil to us, although it 

might 
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might be fome inconvenience. We have 
many forts of fmall filver coins, to which 
they are ftrapgers in England ; fuch as 
the French three-pences^ four-pence half 
pennies^ and eight'-pence farthings^ the 
Scotch Jive fences and ten-pencesy befides 
their twefjty-pences and three and four-* 
pencesy by which we we are able to make 
change to a half-penny of almoft any 
piece of gold or (ilver ; and if we are 
driven to the expedient of a fealed card^ 
with the little gold and filver flill re- 
maining, it will, I fuppofe, be fome- 
what better than to have nothing left 
but Wood^s adulterated copper, which 
he is neither obliged by his patent^ nor 
HITHERTO able by his efiate^ to make 
good. 

The report farther tells us, it mufi 
he admitted^ that letters patents^ under 
the great fcal of Great Britain, for coin- 
ing copper-money for Ireland are legal 
and obligatory^ a juji and reafonable ex- 
ercife of his majejiys royal prerogative^ 
and in no manner derogatory ^ or inva-- 
Jive of any liberty or privilege of his fub- 
je9s of Ireland. Firft, we defire to know, 

why 
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why his majefty's prerogative might not 
have been as well aflerted by pafHng 
this patent in Ireland^ and fubjeding 
the feveral conditions of the contradl to 
the inrpe<Slion of thofe who are only 
concerned, as was formerly done in the 
cnly precedents for patents granted for. 
coining in this kingdom, fince the mixt 
money in queen Elizabeths time, dur- 
ing the difficulties of a rebellion : where- 
as now, upon the greateft impofition that 
can poffibly be pra6iifed, we muft go to 
England with our complaints ; where 
it hath been for fome time the falhion 
to think, and to affirm, that ire cannot 
be too hardly ufed. Again, the report 
fays, that fuch patents are obligatory. 
After long thinking, I am not able to 
find out, what can poffibly be meant here 
by this word obligatory . The patent of 
Wood neither obligetb him to utter his 
coin, nor us to take it ; or if it did the 
latter, it would be fo far void, becaufe 
no patent can oblige the fubje<H: againft 
law ; unlefs an illegal patent pafled in 
one kingdom can bind another^ and not 
itfdf. 

Laftly, 



LETTER III. 93 

Laftly, it is added, that fuch patents 
are in no manner derogatory, or inva- 
Jive of any liberty or privilege of the 
kings fubje&s of Ireland. If this pro- 
portion be true, as it is here laid down, 
without any limitation either expreffed 
or implied, it muft follow, that a king 
of England may at any time coin cop- 
per money for trelandy and oblige his 
fubje<9:s here to take a piece of copper 
under the value of half a farthing for 
half a crown, as was pradifed by the 
late king fames ; and even without that 
arbitrary prince's excufe from the ne- 
ceflity and exigences of his affairs. If 
this be in n6 manner derogatory^ nor in- 
'vaffve of any liberties or privileges of 
the fubjeEls of Ireland, it ought to have 
been expreffed what our liberties aqd pri- 
vileges are, and whether we have any 
at all ; for in fpecifying the word Ire- 
landy inftead of faying his majejlys fub- 
jeSisy it would feem to indnuate, that we 
are not upon the lame foot with our 
fellow- fubjeds in England \, which, hovv- 
evcv the praAice may have been, I hope 
will never be diredtly aflerlcd ; for I do 

not 
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not underftand that P.oinings a6t de- 
prived us of our liberty^ but only changed 
the manner of pailing laws here (which 
however was a power moft indiredly 
obtained), by leaving the negative to the 
two houfes of parliament. But waving 
all controverfies relating to the legifla- 
ture, no perfon, I believe, was ever yet fo 
bold as to affirm, that the people o( Ire- 
land have not the fame title to the benefits 
of the common law with the reft of his 
majefty's fubjedls ; and therefore, what- 
ever liberties or privileges the people of 
Engla72d enjoy by common law^ we of Ire- 
land have the flune ; fo that, in my hum- 
ble opinion, the word Irela?id ftanding in 
that propofiticn was in the mildeft inter- 
pretation a lapfe of the pen. 

1 he report farther aflerts, that the 
precedents are many^ mcherein cafes of 
great importa?2ce to Ireland, and which 
immediately affeBed the interejls of that 
kingdom^ ftich as warrants^ orders ancT 
direBions by the authority of 4he king 
and his predeccflbrs, have been iffucd un- 
der the royal fign manual without any 
previous reference or advice of his ma-- 

jejiys 
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jejiys officers cf Ireland, which have always 
had their due force y and have been punEiu- 
ally complied with^ and obeyed. It may 
be fo, and I am heartily forry for it ; be- 
caufe it may prove an eternal fource of 
difcontent. However, among all thefe 
precedents^ there is not one of a patent for 
coining money for Ireland. 

There is nothing hath perplexed me 
more than this dodlrine of precedents. 
If a job is to be done, and upon fearch- 
ing records you find it hath been done 
before, there will not want a lawyer to 
juftify the legality of it 'by producing his 
precedents^ without ever confidering the 
motives and circumftances that firll in- 
troduced them ; the neceflity, or turbu- 
lence, or iniquity of times ; the corrup- 
tions of minifters, or the arbitrary diipo- 
iition of the prince then reigning. And 
I have been told by perfons eminent 
- in the law, that the worft adions which 
human nature is capable of may be jufti- 
> fled by the fame dod:rine. How the firft 
^ precedents began of determining cafes of 
the higheft importance to Ireland^ and 
•immediately aifeding its interefts, with- 
6 out 
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out any previous reference or advice to 
the king's officers here, may foon be ac- 
counted for. Before this kingdom was 
entirely reduced by the fubmiffion of 
Tyrone in the laft year of queen Eliza- 
beth's reign, there was a period of four 
hundred years, which was a various fccne 
of war and peace between the Rnglijh 
pale and the Irip natives ; and the go- 
vernment of that part of this ifland, which 
lay in the Englifh hands, was in many 
things under the immediate adminiilra- 
tion of the king : filver and copper were 
often coined here among us j and once 
at leaft upon great necelHry a mixt or 
bafe metal was fent from England. The 
reign of king 'James I. was employed in 
fettling the kingdom after Tyrone s re- 
bellion; and this nation flouriQied ex- 
tremely till the time of the maflacre, 
1641. In that difficult jundiure of af- 
fairs the nobility and gentry coined their 
own plate here in Dublin. 

By all that I can difcover, the copper 
coin of Ireland, for three hundred yeara 
paft, confifted of fmall pence and half- 
jK*nce ; which particular men had licence 

7 to 
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to coin, and were current only within 
certain towns and diftrids, according to 
the perfonal credit of the owner, who ut- 
tered them, and was bound to receive 
them again, whereof I have feen many 
forts ; * neither have I heard of any patent 
granted for coining copper for Ireland^ 
till the reign of king Charles the fecond, 
which was in the year 1680, to George 
Leg lord Dartmouth ; and renewed by 
king yames the fecond, in the firft year 
of his reign (1685) to John Knox* Both 
patents were pafi^d in Ireland \ and in 
both the patentees were bound to receive 
their coin again from any that would 
offer them twenty (Killings of it, for 
which they were obliged to pay gold or 
filver. 

The patents both of lord Dartmouth 
and Knox were referred to the attorney- 
general here, and a report made accord- 
ingly ; and both, as I have already faid, 
were pafTed in this kingdom. Knox 
had only a patent for the remainder of 
the term granted to lord Dartmouth ; 
the patent expired in 1701, and upon 
a petition by Roger Moor to have it re- 

VoL. X. H newed, 
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newed, the matter was referred hither ; 
and upon the report of the attorney and 
folicitor, that it was not for his majefty's 
fervice, or the intereft of the nation, to 
have it renewed, it was rejeded by king 
William. It Hiould therefore feem very 
extraordinary -t that a patent for coining 
copper half-pence, intended and profef- 
fed for the good of the kingdom, Hiould 
be pafled without once confulting that 
kingdom for the good of which it is de- 
clared to be intended ; and this upon 
the application of a poor^ private^ obfcure 
mechafiick\ and a patent of fuch a na- 
ture, that as foon as ever the kingdom 
is informed of its being pafled, they cry 
put unanimoufly againft it, as ruinous 
and deJlruBive, The reprefentalives of 
the nation in parliament, and the privy- 
council, addrefs the king to have it re- 
called ; yet the patentee^ fuch a one as 
I have defcribcd, lliall prevail to have 
this patent approved ; and his private 
intereft fliall weigh down the applica- 
tion of a whole kingdom. S:. Paul fays, 
ylll things are lavvlu', hu' aV- th'ngs are 
i.ct expedient. Wc are aafvver'd, that 

this 
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this patent is lawful : but is it expedient f 
We read that the high prieft faid, // 
nsoas expedient tht>t one man jhould die for ^ 
the people ; and this was a mod wicked 
propofition : but that a whole natio7i 
jhould iiie for one man^ was never heard 
of before. 

But, becaufe much \Veight is laid on 
the precedents of other patents for coin^ 
ing copper for Ireland^ I will fet this 
xnatter in as clear a light as I can. Who- 
ever hath read the report^ will be apt to 
think, that a dozen precedents at leaft 
could be produced of copper coined for 
Ireland by virtue of patents paffed in 
England^ and that the coinage was there 
too; whereas I am confident, there can- 
not be one precedent fliewn of a patent 
pafled in England for coining copper for 
Irela?2d for above an hundred years paft; 
and if there were any before, it mull be 
in times of confufion. The only pateiits 
I could ever hear of, are thofe already 
mentioned to lord Dartmouth and Knox^ 
the former in 1680, and the latter in 
1685. Now let us compare thefe patents 
with that granted to IVood. Firft, the 
H 2 patent 



loo THE DRAPIER'S LETTERS, 
patent to Knox^ which was under the 
fame conditions as that granted to lord 
Dartmouth^ was pafTed in Ireland', the 
government and the attorn^ 2X)A folidtor 
general making report that it would be 
ufeful to this kingdom. 

The patent was pafled with the ad- 
vice of the kings council here j the pa-' 
tentee was obliged to receive his coin 
from thofe who thought themfelves fur- 
charged, and to give gold and ftlver for 
it. Laftly, the patentee was to pay only 
1 6/. 1 3 J. \d. per annum to the crown. 
Then, as to the execution of that patent; 
lirft, I find the half -pence were milled^ 
which, as it is of great ufe to prevent 
counterfeits (and therefore induftrioufly 
avoided his Woodsy fo it was an addition 
to the charge of coinage. And as for 
the weight and goodnefs of the metal, 
I have ftveral half- pence now by me, ma- 
ny of wliich weigh a ninth part more 
than thofe coined by Woody and bear 
the fire and hammer a great deal better, 
and, which is no trifle, the impreflion 
is fairer and deeper. I grant indeed that 
many of the latter coinage yield in weight 
I to 
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to Ibme of WoocTs by a fraud natural 
/to fuch patentees ; but not fo immediate- 
ly after the grant, and before the coin grew 
current ; for this circumftance Mr. Wood 
mull ferve for a precedent m future times. 

Let us now examine this new patent 
granted to William Wood. It pafled up- 
on very fmall fuggefiions of his own and " 
of a itvi confederates : it pafled in Rng- 
iand without the leaft reference hither ; 
it paffed unknown to the very lord lieu- 
tenant^ then in England. Wood is im- 
powered to coin one hundred and eight 
thoufand pounds, and all the officers in 
tke kingdom (civil and militar}'^) are com' 
f/ianded in the report to countenance and 
ajfijl him, Knox had only power to ut- 
S:er wh^t he would take, and was oblig- 
ed to receive his coin hack again at our 
demands and to enter into fecurity for fa 
doing, Wood^s half-pence are not milled^ 
and therefore piore cafily counterfeited 
by himfelf as well as by others. Wood 
{^ys a thouland pounds per annum for 
fptfrt^eq years > Knox paid only fixteen 
K 3 pounds 
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pounds thirteen fhillings and four-pence 
per minum for twenty-one years. 

It was the report^ that fet me the ex- 
ample of making a comparifon between 
thofe two patents, wherein the commit- 
tee was grofly mifled by the falfe repre- 
fentation of William Wood\ as^ it was 
by another aflertion, that feven hundred 
tons of copper were coined during the 
twenty-one years of lord Dartmouth^ s and 
Knox's patents. Such a quantity of cop- 
per, at the rate of two fhillings and eight 
pence per pound, woiild amount to a- 
bout an hundred and ninety thoufand 
pounds ; which was very near as much 
as the current cafh of the kingdom in 
thofe days ; yet during that period, Ire- 
land was never known to have too much 
copper coin ; and for feveral years there 
was no coining at all : bcfides, I am af- 
fured, that upon enquiring into the cuf- 
torn- houfe books all the copper imported 
into this kingdom from 1683 to 1692 
which includes eight years of the twen- 
ty-one (befides one year allowed for the 
troubles) did not exceed forty-feven tons. 
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And we cannot fuppofe even that fmall 
quantity to have been wholly applied to 
coinage : fo that I believe there was never 
any comparilbn more unluckily made, or 
fo deftrudlive of the defign for which it 
was produced. 

The pfalmifi reckons it an efFe6t of 
God's anger, when hefelleth his people for 
nought^ and taheth no money for them. 
That we have greatly offended God by 
the wickedneis of our lives, is not to be 
difputed : but our king we have not of- 
fended in word or deed ; and although 
he be God's vicegerent upon earth, he 
will not punifh us for any offences, ex- 
cept thofe we fhall commit againft his 
legal authority, his facrfed perfon (which 
God preferve), or the laws of the land. 

The report is very profufe in argu- 
ments, that Ireland is in great want of 
copper money : who were the witnefles 
to prove it, hath been fliewn already : 
but, in. the name of God, who are to he 
judges f ■ does not the nation beft know 
its own, \yants ? Both houfes of parlia- 
H 4 menf 
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in&nt^ the prvoy- council ^ and the wliole bo- 
dy of the people, declare the contrary. 
Or, let the wants he what they will, we 
define they may not be fupplied by Mr. 
Wood: we know our own wapts but 
too well 5 they are tnany,^ and grievous 
to be borne, but quite of another kind. 
Let ^nghnd be fatisfied ; as things go^ 
they will in a fliort time have all our 
gold and filver, and may keep their a- 
dulterate copper at hotjie, for we are 
determined not to purcbafe it with our 
jnanufadures, which Wood hath graci- 
oufly offered to accept. Our nmnts arc 
not {b bad by a hundredth part as the 
method he hath taken to fupply them. 
He hath already tried his faculty in 
J^ewEnglcutd \ and I hope he will meet 
at leaft with an equal reception here ; 
what thai was, I leave to public in- 
telligence. I am fuppofing a vvild cafe ; 
that if there fhould be any perfon al- 
ready receiving a monftrous penfion out 
of this kingdom, who was inftrumen- 
tal in procuring the patent, they have 
either not well confulted their own in- 

terefts. 
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terefts, .qx Wood muft put more droft 
iot9 hi$ copper, and fiill diminifh its 
weight. 

Upon Wood's complaint, that the of- 
ficers of the king's revenue here had 
already given orders to all the inferior 
officers not to receive any of bis coin \ 
the report fays that this cannot but h 
looked upon as a very extraordinary pro* 
ceedingy and contrary to the powers 
given ii> the patent. The committee lay, 
tbcy cannot advife his majejiy to give di~ 
regions to the officers of the revenue here, 
twt to receive or utter any of the feud coin, 
as bath been d^fired in the addrejfes of both 
houfes \ but, on the contrary, they think 
it both jufl and reafonabk, that the king 
Jbould immediately give orders to the com- 
mifpcmers of the revenue, etc, to revoke 
all orders, etc, that may have been given 
by them to hinder or obJiruSi the receivr 
ing the faid coin. And accordingly, we 
are told, fuch orders are arrived. Now 
this was a caft of Wood's politicks j for 
his information was wholly falfe and 
groundlefs, which he knew very Well ; 
and that the commiffioners of the reve- 
nue 
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nue here were all, except one, fent us 
from England^ and love their employ- 
ments too well to have taken fuch a ftep : 
but Wood was wife enough to confider, 
that fuch orders of revocation would be 
an open declaration of the crown in his 
favour, would put the government here 
under a difficulty, would make a noife, 
and poffibly create fome terror in the 
poor people of Ireland. And one great 
point he hath gained, that although any 
orders of revocation will be needlefs, 
yet a new order is to be fent (and per- 
haps is already here) to the commiffio- 
ners of the revenue, and all the king^s 
officers in Ireland^ that Wcod^s half- 
fence be fuffered and permitted^ without 
eny lety fuit^ trouble^ molejiation^ or de- 
nial of any of the kings officers or mi^ 
nijiers uhatfcevery to pafs^ and be receiv- 
ed as current money by fuch as fhall be 
willing to receive them. In this order 
ihere is no exception ; and therefore, 
as far as I can judge, it includes all of- 
fcerSy both civil and military^ from the 
lord high chancellor to a juflice of peace^ 
and from the general to an enfgn ; fo 
7 that 
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that Wood's projed!: is not likely to fail 
for want of managers enough. For my 
own part, as things ftand, I have but 
little regret to find myfelf out of the 
number \ and therefore I fhall continue 
in all humility to exhort and warn my 
Jejlow-fubje<9:s never to receive or utter 
this coin, which will reduce the king- 
dom to beggary by much quicker and 
larger Jleps than have hitherto been 
taken. 

But it is needlefs to argue any longer. 
The matter is come to an iflTue. His 
majefty purfuant to the law hath left 
the field open between Wood and the 
. kingdom of Ireland. Wood hath liber- 
ty to offer his coin, and we have law^ 
reafon^ liberty^ and necejjity to refufe it. 
A knavifli jockey may ride an old foun- 
dered jade about the market, but none 
are obliged to buy it. I hope the words 
voluntary^ and willing to receive it^ will 
be underftood and applied in their true 
natural meaning, as commonly underjlood 
by protejlants. For if a fierce captain 
comes to my (hop to buy fix yards of 
fcarlet cloth, followed by a porter laden 

with 
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with a fack of Woods coin upon hU 
ihoulders ; if we are agreed about the 
price, and my fcarlet lies ready cut up- 
on the compter ; if he then gives me 
the word of command to receive my mo- 
ney in Wood^s cottiy and qalls me a dif- 
affeSedy jacobit^ dogi for refufing it (ali- 
though I am as loyal a fubjefk as him- 
felf, and vjtthout hire), and thereupon 
feizes my cloth, levying me the price in 
this odious copper, and bids me take my 
remedy : in this cafe I (hall hardly bp 
brought tp think, that I am left to my 
own will. I fliall therefore on fuch oc- 
cafions firft order th^ porter aforerai4 
to go oS with his pack j and then fee 
the money in fiher and gold in my pof: 
fefllon, before I cut or meafure my cloth. 
But if a common foldier drinks his pot 
firft, and then offers payment in Wood's 
half-pence^ the landlady |nay be under 
fome difficulty ; for if (he complains to 
his captain or enfign^ they are Hkewife 
offitxrs included in this general order fo^ 
encouraging thefe half-pence to pafs as 
current money. If flie goes to a juflice 
of peaces he is alio an ojfficer^ to whom 

this 
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til is general order is direfted. I do 
therefore advife her to follow my prac- 
tice, which I have already begun, and 
be paid for her goods before (he parts with 
them. However, I fhould have been con* 
tent, for fome reafons, that the military 
gentlemen had been excepted by name ; 
becaufe I have heard it faid that their 
difcipline is beft confined within their own 
diftria. 

His majefty, in the conckifion of his 
anfwer to the addrefs of the houfe of 
lords againft H^ood*$ coin, is pleafed to 
fey, that he will do every thing in his 
power to the fattsfoBion of his people. It 
fliould feem, therefore, that the recall- 
ing the patent is not to be underflood 
as a thing in bis power. But however, 
ilnce the law doth not oblige us to re- 
ceive this coin, and confequently the 
patent leaves it to our voluntary choice, 
there is nothing remaining to preferve 
us from ruin, but that the whole king- 
dom (hould continue in a £uiii, deter- 
minate refolution never to receive or ut- 
ter this fatal coin. After which let the 
officers, to whom thcfe orders are di- 

rcded 
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reded (I would willingly except the mi- 
litary) come with their exhortations^ their 
arguments^ and their eloquence^ to perfuade 
us to find our intereft in our undoing. 
Let Wood and his accomplices travel about 
the country with cart-loads of their ware, 
and fee who will take it ofF their hands } 
there will be no fear of his being robbed, 
for a highwayman would fcom to touch 
it. 

I am only in pain how the commijjio- 
ners of the revenue will proceed in this 
jundure ; becaule, I am told, they arc- 
obliged by an ad of parliament to take- 
nothing hut gold znA Jilver in payment for 
his majefty's cufloms : and I think they 
cannot juftly offer this coinage of Mr. 
Wood to others, unlefs they will be con- 
tent to receive it themfelves. 

The fum of the whole is this : the 
committee advifes the king to fend imme- 
diate orders to all his officers here, that 
■ Wood's coin he fuffered and permitted 
without any let, fitit^ trouble, etc, to pafs, 
. and to be received as current money by 
fuch as pall be willing to receive the 
fame. It is probable, that the firft wil- 

ling 
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^ifig receivers may be thofe who muft 
^^ecewe it whether they will or m, at leaft 
vnder the penalty of lofing an office. 
3ut the landed undepending imn^ the 
-tHerchantSi the Jhopkeepers^ and bulk 
of the people, I hope, and am almoll 
confident, will never receive it. What 
muft the confequence be? the owners 
will fell it for as much as they can get. 
Wood^s half-pence will come to be of- 
fered for fix a penny (yet then he will 
beafufficient gainer); and the necejfary 
receivers will be lofers of two thirds in 
their falaries or pay. 

This puts me in mind of a paflage I 
was told inany years ago in England. 
At a quarter-feffion in Leicejler the juftices 
had wifely decreed to take off a half-penny 
in a quart from the price of ale. One 
of them, who came in after the thing 
was determined, being informed of what 
had pafled, faid thus : Gentlemen^ you 
have made an order .^ that ?\Q,fhouldbe 
fold in our county for three half-pence a 
quart ; / defireyou will now make another^ 

to appoint who mufl drink it \ for by G 

I Will not, 

I muft 
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I ttiuft beg leave to caution your lord- 
Jbips and worjhips in one particukr. Tf^ood 
hath gracioufly protnifed to load us at 
prefent only with forty thoufand pound) 
of his coin j V/7/ the exigencies of the king- 
dom require the reft» I intreat you will 
never fuifer Nfr. U^ood to be a judge of 
your exigencies. While there is one piece 
of Jilver ov gold left in the kingdofn, he 
will call it an exigency. He will double 
his prefent quantum by flealth as fboh as 
he can ; he will pour his own raps and 
counterfeits upon us ; France and Holland 
will do the fame ; nor will our oWn coin- 
ers at home be behind- them : to confirm 
which, I have now in my pocket a rapy 
or counterfeit half-penny, in imitation of 
his ; but fo ill performed, that in my 
confcience I believe it is' not of his coin- 
ing. 

I muft now defire your lordjhips and 
worJlnpSy that you will give great allow- 
ance for this long undigefted paper. I 
find myfelf to have gone into ieveral 
repetitions, which were the effe<as of 
hade, while new thoughts fell in to add 
fomething to. what I had faid before. 

I think 
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I think I may afHrni, that 1 haVe fully 
anfwered every paragraph in the report j 
-which although it be not unartfully 
drawn, and is perfedlly in the fpirit of 
a pleader who can find the moll plau- 
fible topicks in behalf of his ' client, 
yet there was no great fkill required to 
deted the many miftakes contained in 
it ; which however are by no means 
to be charged upon the right honour- 
able committee^ but upon the moft falfe, 
impudent, and fraudulent reprefenta- 
tions of fP!ood and his accomplices. I 
defire one particular may dwell upon 
your minds, although I have mention- 
ed it more than once ; that, after all the 
weight laid upon precedents^ there is 
not one produced in the whole report 
of a patent for coining copper in £«r^- 
land to pa{s in Ireland \ and only two 
patents referred to (for indeed there 
were no more), which were both paffed 
in Ireland^ by references to the king's 
council here, both lels advantageous to 
the coiner than this of Wood', and in 
both, Jecunties given to receive the coin 
at every call, and give gold and Jilver 
Vol. X. I in 
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in lieu of it. This demonftrates the moft 
flagrant f^lfhood and impudence o{ Woody 
by which he would endeavour to make 
the right honourable committee his inftru- 
ments (for his own illegal and exorbitant 
gain) to ruin a kingdom, which has de- 
ferved quite different treatment, 

I am very fenfible, that fuch a work 
as I have undertaken might have wor- 
thily employed a much better pen : but 
when a houfe is attempted to be robbed, 
it often happens that the weakeft in the 
family runs firft to flop the door. All 
the afliftance I had, were fome informa- 
tions from an eminent perfon ; whereof 
I am afraid I have fpoiled a few, by en- 
deavouring to make them of a piece with 
my own productions, and the reft I was 
not able to manage : I was in the cafe 
of David^ who could not move in the ar^ 
mour o/"Saul ; and therefore I rather chofe 
to attack this uncircumcifedPhiliJline (Wood 
I mean) with ajling and a Jione, And I 
may fay for Wood's honour, as well as 
my own, that he refembles Goliab in 
many circumftances very applicable to the 
6 prelent 
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prefent purpofe : for Goliah had a helmet 
iff brafs upon his heady and he was artrfed 
^aoitb a coat of maily and the weight of the 
coat was five thoufand ftiekels of brafs, and 
he had greaves o/" brafs upon his legSy and 
atargetofhi2Ss between his Jhoulders. la 
fliort, he was like Mr. Woody all over 
brafs, and he defied the armies of the liv-; 
ittg God. Goliah' s conditions of combat 
were likewife the fame with thofe of Wood: 
if he prevail again ft us, then fhall we be 
bisfervants» But if it happens that I pre^ 
vail over him, I renounce the other part 
of the condition ; he ftiall never be ay^r- 
vant of mine ; for I do not think him 
fit to be trufted in any /&<?«^> man's fhop. 

I will conclude with- my humble de- ^ 
fire and requeft, which I made in my 
fecond letter, that your lordfhips and 
worfhips would pleafe to order a declara- 
tion to be drawn up, expreffing in the 
ftrongeft terms your refolutions never to 
receive or utter any of Wood's half- pence, 
or farthings; and forbidding your te- 
nants to receive them : that the faid de- 
I 2 claratiotn 
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claration may be figncd by as many p 
fons as poflible *, who h^ve eflates in t 
kingdom, and be Tent down to your 
veral tenants aforefaid. 

And if the dread of Wood*s half-pei 
fhould continue until next quarter-fejjii 
which I hope it will not, the gentlen 
of every county will then have a fair > 
portunity of declaring againfl them *« 
unanimity and zeal. 

/ atky with the greateji refpeSi^ 

(may itplea/eyour lordjhips and voorjbi 

your fnoft dutiful am 

obedient fervaf 

Aug. 25, 1724. M 



. * A declaration purfuant ble perfohs of the king 
to this requeft was figncd foon which was univcrfally f{ 
after by the moft conddei'a- and of great ufe. 
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h E T T E R IV. ' 

To the whole People of 

IRELAND. 

My dear countrymen, 

"ILTAVING already written thre? let- 
*• -■• TERS upon fo dilagreeable a fub- 
jed as Mr, TFood and his half-pencej I 
conceived my taik was at an end ; but 
I find that cordials muft be frequently- 
applied to weak conftitutions,, political 
as well as natural, A people long ufed 
to hardfliips lofe by degrees the very no- 
tions of liberty ; they look upon them- 
felves as creatures at mercy, and that all 
impositions laid on them by a ftronger 
hand are, in the phrg/e of the report, 4- 
gal and obligatory. Hence proceed that 
poverty and hrwnefs di fpirit, to which a 
kingdom may htfubjeSiy as well as 2i parr 
ticular per/on. And when Efau came 
fainting from the field gt the point tp 
die, it is no wonder that he fold his 
birth-right for a mefs of pottage, 

J. 3 I thought 
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I thought I had fufficiently {hewn 1 

all who could want inftrucStion, by wh; 

methods they might fafely proceo 

whenever this coin fliould be offered ' 

them : and I believe, there hath not be( 

for many ages an example of any kingdoi 

fo firmly united in a point of great impo 

tance, as this of ours is at prefeht again 

that deteftable fraud. Byt however, 

fo happens, that fome weak people b 

gin to be alarmed a- new by rumours ii 

duftrioufly fpread. PFood prefcribes 

the news -mongers in London wh 

they are to writp. In One of their p 

per$, publ idled here by fome obfcu 

printer (and certainly with a bad defigi 

we are told, that the papifis in Irelai 

have entered into an ajjociation againji ^ 

coin \ although it be notorioufly knov 

that they never once offered to ftir in tl 

matter; fo that the two houfesof parli 

ment, the privy^council, the great numb 

of corporations, the lord-mayor and ald€ 

men oiDublin^ the grand-juries, and pri 

cipal gentlemen of feveral counties, are fti 

matized in a lump under the name 

papi}^, 

T] 
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This impoftor and his crew do hke- 
wife give out, that, by refufing to receive 
his drofs for fterling, we difpute the 
hngs prerogative^ are grown ripe for rebel- 
lion^ and ready to pake off the dependency 
of Ireland upon the crown o/* England. To 
countenance which reports, he hath pub- 
lifhed a paragraph in another news-paper, 
to let us Icnow, that thi lord lieutenant is 
ordered to come over immediately to fettle ' 
his half -pence, 

I intreat you, my dear countrymen, 
not to be under the leaft concern upon 
thefe, and the like rumours, which are 
no more than the laft howls of a dog 
difleded alive, as I hope he hath fufHci- 
ently been. Thefe calumnies are the 
only referve that is left him. For furely 
our continued and (almoft) unexampled 
loyalty will never be called in queftion 
for not fuffering ourfelves to be robbed of 
all that we have by one obfcure iron^ 
monger. 

As to difputing the king's preroga-^ 
iive, give me leave to explain to thofe 
•who are ignorant, what the meaning of 
that word prerogative is. 

I 4 The 
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The kings of thefe realms enjoy fe- 
veral powers, wherein the laws have not 
interpofed ; (o they can make war and 
peace without the confent of parliament, 
and this is a very great prerogative : but 
if the parliament doth not approve of 
the war, the king muft bear the charge 
of it out of his own purfe ; and this is 
as great a check on the crown. So the 
king hath a prerogative to coin money 
without confent of parliament : but 
he cannot compel the fubjed to take 
that money, except it be Iterling, gold 
or filver; becaufe herein he is limited, 
by law. Some princes have indeed ex- 
tended their prerogative farther than the 
law allowed them : wherein however 
the lavvyers of fucceeding ages, as fond 
as they are of precedents^ have never 
dared to juftify them. But, to fay the 
truth) it is only of late times that/ir^ 
rogatfV^ h;jth bgen fixed and afcertained. 
For whoever reads the hiftory of Eftg^ 
land will find, that fome former kings, 
and thofe none of the worft, have up- 
pn fever^l occafions ventured to con- 
trpul thp laws, with very little ceremo- 
ny 
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ny or fcruple, even later than the days 
of (jueen Elizabeth, In her reign, that 
pernicious counrel of fending bafe money 
hither very narrowly failed of lofing 
the kingdom ; being complained of by 
the lord deputy, the council, and the 
whole body of the Englijb here : fo that, 
(bon after her death, it was recalled by 
her fucceHbr, and lawful money paid in 
exchange. 

Having thus given you fome notion 
of what is meant by the king's prero- 
gative^ as far as a trade/man can be 
thought capable of explaining it, I will 
only add the opinion of the great lord 
Bacon y that, as God governs the world 
hf the fettled lams of nature^ which he 
hath madey and never tranfcends thofe 
laws but upon bighy important occafions\ 
foy among earthly princesy thofe are the 
wifefi and the bejiy who govern by the 
known laws of the count ry^ and feldomefl 
make ufe of their prerogative. 

Now here you may fee, that the vl|e 
accufation of Ww)d and his accomplices^ 
charging us with difputing the kings pre- 
rogative by refufing his brafs, can have 
Z no 
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no place ; becaufe compelling the fub- 
jed to take any coin, which is not (lerling, 
is no part of the king's prerogative ; and 
I am very confident, if it were fo, we 
fliould be the laft of his people to difpute 
it, as well from that inviolable loyalty we 
have always paid to his majefty, as from 
the treatment we might in fuch a cale juft- 
ly exped from Jbrne, who feem to think 
we have neither common fenfe nor common 
fenfes. But, God be thanked, the beft of 
them are only our felUm fubjeSisy and 
not our maflers. One great merit I am 
fufe we have, which thofe of Englijb birth 
can have no pretence to, that our anceftors 
reduced this kingdom to the obedience of 
England ; for which we have been re^ 
Warded with a wor/e climatey the privilege 
of being governed by laws to which we 
do not confent, a ruined trade, a houfe 
of peers vfithowt jurjfdi£iiony almoft an in- 
capacity for all employments, and the 
dread of Wood's half-pence. 

But we are (b far from disputing the 
ktng*s prerogative in coining, that we 

owa 
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own he hath power to give a patent to any 
inan for fetting his royal image and fu- 
perfcription upon whatever materials he 
pleafes ; and liberty to the patentee to of- 
fer them in any country from England to 
Japan^ only attended with one fmall li- 
mitation, that nobody alive is obliged to 
take them* 

Upon thefe confiderations, I was ever 
againfl all recourfe to England for a re- 
medy againft the prefent impending evil ; 
. pfpecially when I obferved, that the ad- 
drefles of both houfes after long expe<5lance 
produced nothing but a report altoge- 
ther in favour oiWood\ upon which I 
made fome obfervations in a former letter, 
and might at leafl: have made as many 
more ; for it is a paper of as fingular a 
pature as I ever beheld. 

But I miftake; for before this report 
was made, his majefty's mofi gracious 
pifwer to the houfe of lords was fent 
pver, and printed ; wherein are thefe 
words, granting the patent for coining 
half 'pence and farthings^ agreeable 

TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDE- 

9E$soRS, etc. That king Charles II. and 

king 
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and king yames II. (and they oni 

did grant patents for this purpofe, is j 

difputable, and I have {hewn it at lar^ 

Their patents were pafTed under t 

great feal of Ireland^ by references 

Ireland^ the copper to be coined in h 

land', the patentee was bound on d 

mand to receive his coin back in It 

land, and pay filver and gold in retur 

Wood*s patent was made under the gre 

ieal of England, the brafs coined 

England, not the leaft reference ma< 

to Ireland; the funi immenfc, and tl 

patentee under no obligation to recei 

it again, and give good money for i 

This I only mention, becaufe in n 

private thoughts I have fometimes mac 

a query, whether the penner of tho 

words in his majefty's tnofi gracious a> 

fiioer, AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE C 

HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, had mature! 
confidered the feveral circumftance 
which in my poor opinion feem to mali 
a difference *. 

Let me now fay fomething concernin 
the Qther great caufe of fome people 

* See tl)C note at the end of this letter, 

feai 
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fear, as Wood has taught the London 
news- writer to exprefs it, that his excel- 
lency the lord lieutenant is coming over to 
fettle Wood's half-pence. 

We know very well, that the lords 
lieutenants for Teveral years pafl have 
not thought this kingdom worthy the bo- 
nour of their refidence^ longer than was 
abfolutely necefTary for the king's bufi- 
nefs ; which confequently wanted no /peed 
in the difpatch. And therefore it naturally 
fell into moft men's thoughts, that a new 
governor, coming at an unufual time, 
mufl: portend fome unufual budnefs to 
be done^ efpecially if the common report 
be true, that the parliament, prorogued 
to I know not when, is by a new fum- 
mons revoking that prorogation to ailem* 
ble ibon after his arrival ; for which ex- 
traordinary proceeding the lawyers on 
t'other fide the water have by great good 
fortune found two precedents, . 

All this being granted, it can never 
enter into my head, that fo little a crea- 
ture as Wood could find credit enough 
with the king and his minifters to have 

the 
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the lord lieutenant of Ireland Tent hithef 
in a hurry upon his errand. 

For, let us take the whole mattef 
nakedly, as it lies before us, without the. 
refinements of fome people, with which 
we have nothing to do. Here is a patent 
granted under the great feal of England^ 
upon falfe fuggeftions, to one JVilham 
Woody for coining copper half-fence for 
Ireland: the parliament here, upon ap- 
prehenfions of the worft confequences 
from the faid patent, addrefs the king to 
have it recalled : this is refufed, and a 
committee of the privy-council report to 
his majefty that /^o?^ has performed the 
conditions of his patent. He then is left to 
do the beft he can with his half-pe?tcey no 
man being obliged to receive them ; the 
people here being likewife left to themfelves 
unite as one man, refolving they will have 
nothing to do with his ware. By this 
plain account of the fa<a it is manifefr, 
that the king and his rainiftry are whol- 
ly out of the cafe, and the matter is 
left to be difputed between him and us. 
Will any man therefore attempt to per- 

fuade 
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fuade me, that a lord lieutenant is to be 
difpatched over in great hafte before 
the ordinary time, and a parliament 
fummoned by anticipating a proroga- 
tion, merely to put an hundt'ed thou- 
iknd pounds into the pocket of a Jharp- 
<r, by the ruin of a moft loyal king- 
dom? 

But fuppofing all this to be true: by 
what arguments could a lord lieutenant 
prevail on the fame parliament, which 
addreiled with fo much zeal and ear- 
neftnefs againft this evil, to pafs it into 
a law ? I am fure their opinion of Wood 
and his projed are not mended fince 
their lafl prorogation : and, fuppofing 
thofe methods fhould be ufed which 
detroBors tell us have been fometimes 
put in pradtice for gaming votes^ it is well 
known, that in this kingdom there are 
few employments to be given ; and, if 
there were more, it is as well known to 
whofe lliare they nauft fall. 

But, becaufe, great numbers of you 
are altogether ignorant of the affairs of 
your country, I will tell you fome rea- 
fons why there are fo few employments 

to 
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to be difpoied of in this kingdom. All 
confiderable o£Eices for life here are pof- 
fefled by thofe, to whom the reverfions 
were granted ; and thefe have been ge- 
nerally followers of the chief gover- 
nors, or perfons who had intereft in 
the court of England: fo the lord Berh- 
ly of Stratton holds that great office 
of majier of the rolls ; the lord Palmer- 
Jlmson is jirft remembrancer^ worth near 
2000 /. per annum. One Dodington^ fe- 
cretary to the earl of Pembroke^ begged 
the reverfion of clerk of the pells worth 
2500/. a year, which he now enjoys by 
the death of the lord Newtffwn, Mr. 
Southwell is fecretary of ftate, and the 
earl of Burlington lord high treafurer 
of Ireland by inheritance. Thefe are 
only a few among many others, which 
I have been told of, but cannot remem^ 
ber. Nay, the reverfion of feveral em- 
ployments during pleafure is granted 
the fame way. This among many others 
is a circumftance, whereby the kingdom 
of Ireland is diftinguifhed from all other 
nations upon earth, and makes it fb diffi- 
cult an affair to get into a civil employ, 
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tliat Mr. Addifon was forced to purchafe 
an old obfcure place, called keeper of 
the records in Bermingham*s to'-^er^ of 
ten pounds a year, and to get a falary 
of 400/. annexed to it, though all the 
records there are not worth half-a- crown 
either for curiofity or ufe. And we late- 
ly faw * 2l favourite fecretary defcend to 
be mafter of the revels y which by his 
credit and extortion he hath made pretty 
confiderable, I fay nothing of the un- 
der-treafurer(hip worth about 9000/. 
a year, nor of the commiffioners of the 
revenue, four of whom generally live 
in England \ for I think none of thefe 
are granted in reverfion. But the jed is, 
that I have known upon occafion feme 
of thefe abfent officers as keen sgdinft 
the intereft of Irelnad, as if they had 
never been indebted to her for a fiigle 
groat, 

1 confefs I have been fometimes tempt- 
ed to wifli, that this projed of lyood 
might fucceed; becaufe I refle<fted with 
ibme pleafure, what 2i jolly crew it would 
bring over among us of lords and fqulres^ 

• Mr. Htpkins, fecretary to the duke of Gr'aftsi:. 

Vol. X. K and. 
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and penfioners of both fexeSy and officers 
civil and military^ where we fhould live 
together as merry and fociable as beggars ; 
only with this one abatement, that we 
fhould neither have meat to feed, nor 
manufaEiures to cloath us, unlefs we could 
be content x,o prance about in coat's of maily 
or eat brafs as oftriches do iron. 

I return from this digreffion to that 

' which gave me the occafion of making 
it : and I believe you are now convinc- 
ed, that if the parliament of Ireland 
were as temptahle as any other affembly 
within a mile o{ Chrijlendom (which God 
forbid) ; yet the managers muft of ne- 
ceflity fail, for want of tools to work 
with. But I will yet go one ftep further, 
by fuppofing that a hundred new em- 
ployments were erected, on purpofe to 
gratify co7npUers ; yet ftill an infupera- 
ble difficulty would remain. For it hap- 
pen^, I know not how, that money is 
neither whig nor tory^ neither of town 
nor country party \ and it is not im- 
probable, that a gentleman would rather 
chufe to live upon his oijon ejlate^ which 
7 brings 
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brings him gold 2sA Jihery than with the 
addition of an employment^ when his rents 
zxA [alary mufl: both be paid in Wood's 
brafs at above eighty percent, difcount. 

For thefe, and many other reafons, 
I am confident you need not be under 
the leaft apprehenfions from the fuddeii 
expedlation of the lord lieutenaKt *, whilu 
we continue in our prefent hearty dif* 
pofition, to alter which no fuitable temp- 
tation can poflibly be offered. And if, 
as I have often aflerted from the bell: 
authority, the law hath not left a />c?Twr 
in the crcFwn to force any money, except 
fterling, upon the fubjccl; much lc!s cui 
the crown devolve fuch a power upon aiiO" 
tkr. 

This I fpeak with the utmoft refpccl 
to the per/on and dignity o\ his excel- 
lency the lord Carteret ^ whole char. 10 
ter was lately given me by a gentl:^r.M:i 
that hath known him from his firfi; ar^- 
pearance in the world : that gentit^.r-.a 
defcribes him as a young man of great 
accomplifliments, excellent learning, ic- 

* Lord Carttrety now Earl Granville. 

K 2 . eular 
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gular in his life, and of much fpirit and 
vivacity. He hath fince, as I have heard, 
been employed abroad ; w^as principal 
fecretary of ftate ; and is now about 
the thirty-feventh year of his age ap- 
pointed lord lieutenant of Ireiand, From 
iuch a governor this kingdom may rea- 
fonably hope for as much profperity as, 
under fo many difcouragementSy it can be 
capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that within the 
memory of man there have been go- 
vernors of fo much dexterity, as to 
carry points of terrible confequence to 
this kingdom by their power with thofe 
ivho are in office ; and by their arts in 
managing or deluding others with oatbsy 
affability, and even with dinners. If 
Wood's brafs had in thofe times been 
upon the anvil, it is obvious enough to 
conceive what methods would have been 
taken. Depeftding perfons would have 
been told in plain terms, that it was a 
fervice expe&ed from them, under the 
pain of the public bufinefs being put in- 
to more complying haftds. Others would 
be allured by promifes. To the country 

gentlemen^ 
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gentlemetiy befides good ^xords^ burgundy^ 
and clofetingy it might perhaps have 
been hinted, how kindly it would be 
taken to comply with a royal patent^ al- 
though it were not compulfory : that if 
any inconveniencies enfued, it might be 
made up with other graces or favours 
hereafter : that gentlemen ought to con-- 
jider^ whether it were prudent or fafe 
to difguji England : they would be de- 
fired to think of fame good bills for en- 
couraging of trade^ and fetting the poor 
to work \ fome further aJEis agai?tjl pope- 
ryy and for uniting proteflants. There 
would be folemn engagements, that we 
fhould nen)er be troubled with ahove for- 
ty thoufand pounds in his coin^ aiid all of 
the hefl and weightie/l forty for which we 
jbould only give our mamfaElures in ex- 
change^ and keep our gold and fiver at 
home. Perhaps a feafo?iable report of fo?ne 
irwafion would have been fpread in the 
mojl proper junEiure ; which is a great 
fmoother of rubs in public proceedings: 
and we fhould have been told, that this 
was no time to create differences^ -Jihen the 
hngdom was in danger. 

K 3 Thele, 
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Thcf.', I fay, and the like methods, 
uou!d incorrupt times have been taken, 
to let in this deluge of brafs among 
us. And, I am confident, even then 
v/ould not have fucceeded; much lefs 
under the adminiftration of fo excellent 
a pcrfon as the lord Carteret; and in 
a country where the peoplp of all ranks, 
parties, and denominations, arc con- 
vinced to a man that the utter undoing 
of themfelvcs and their pofterity for e- 
vcr will be dated from the admiflion of 
that execrable coin : that, if it once en- 
tcfis, it can be no more confined to a 
fmall or moderate quantity, than a plague 
can be confined to a few families ; and 
that no cquhakrit can be given by any 
earthly power, any more than a dead 
carcaic can be recovered to life by a cor- 
dial. 

There is one comfortable circum- 
fianc e in this univerfal oppofition to Mr. 
IVci^, that the ptople fent over hither 
l.nglafidy to ful up our vacancies^ 
(lical^ ch'ily and ir.ilharjy are all 
uur fide. Mo7:cy^ the great divider 
c wprld, hath, by -a ftrange revo- 
lution. 




Kf 
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lution, been the great uniter of a mod 
divided people. Who would leave a 
hundred pounds a year in England (a 
country of freedom) to be paid a thou- 
fand in Ireland out of Wood\ exche- 
^qucr ? The gentleman they have lately 
made primate '^y would never quit his 
feat in an Englijh houfe of lords, and 
his preferments at Oxford and Brijlol^ 
worth twelve hundred pounds a year, 
for four times the denomination here, 
but not half the value ; therefore I ex- 
pert to hear he will be as good an Irifh- 
man at leaft upon this one article as any 
of his brethren, or even of us^ who have 
had the misfortune to be born in this 
ifland. For thofe who, in the common 
phrafe, do not come hither to learn the Ian- 
guagey would never change a better coun- 
try for a worfe, to receive brafs inftead of 
gold. 

Another flander fpread by Wood and 
his emiflaries is, that by oppofing him 
we difcover an inclination to fhake off 
our dependence upon the crowfi- of Eng- 
land. Pray obferve how important a per- 

* Dodlor Hugh Boulter. 

K 4 ' fon 
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^on is this fame JViUtam JVood\ and how 
the public weal of two kingdpms is 
involved in his private intereft. Firft, all 
thofe who refuie to take his coin 2Xtpa- 
pffts i for he tells us, that none hut pa- 
pifts are ajfociated againfi him. Second- 
ly, they dijpute the kings prerogative. 
Thirdly, they are ripe for rebellion. And, 
fourthly, they are going to Jhake off 
their dependence upon the crown of Eng- 
land ; that is to lay, they are going to 
chufe another king ; for there can be no 
other meaning in this expreilioh, how- 
ever fome may pretend to ftrain it. 

And this gives me an opportunity of 
explaining to thofe who are ignorant 
another point, which hath often fwelled 
in my breafl. Thofe who come over hi- 
ther to us from England^ and fome moec^ 
people among ourfelves, whenever in 
difcourfe we make mention of liberty 
and property, (hake their heads, and tell 
us, that * Ireland is a depending kingdom ; 
a,s if thty would feem by this phrafe to 
iiatend, that the people of Ireland are 
in. fpji^e flate of flavery or dependence 

• See tht note at the end of this letter. 

different 
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difFerent from thofe of England: where- 
as a depending kifigdom is a modern term 
of arty unknown as I have heard to 
all ancient civilians^ and writers upon 
government ; and Ireland is, on the 
contrary, called in fome ftatutes an im- 
perial crown, as held only from God ; 
which is as high a ftyle as any kingdom 
is capable of receiving. Therefore, by 
this expreflion, a depending kingdofn, 
there is no more to be underftood than 
that, by a ftatute made here in the thir- 
ty-third year of Henry VIII, the king, 
and his fuccejfors, are to be kings impe^ 
rial of this realm, as united and knit to 
the imperial crown of England. I have 
looked over all the Englijh and Irijh fta- 
tutes, without finding any law that 
xnakes Ireland depend upan England, 
any more than England doth upon Ira- 
land. We have indeed obliged ourfclves 
to have the fame king xoitb them\ and 
confequently they are obliged to have 
xh&fame king with us For the law was 
made by our own parliament ; and our 
anceftors then were not fuch fools (what- 
ever they, were in the preceding reign) 

to 



134 THE DRAPIER'S LETTERS. 

to blind themfclves under I know not 
what dcper.^encey v/hich is now talked of, 
wit!: our nny ground of lais:^ rcafo?:^ or 
common fe77jc. 

Let whoever think otherwifc, I, M B. 
drapier^ dcfire tu be excepted : for I 
declare, next under God, I depend only 
on the king mv fovtreign, and on the 
laws of my own country. And I am To 
far fiom depending upon the people of 
Englandy that, if they ftiould ever rebel 
againil mv fovcreign {^^hich God for- 
bid\ I \vould be readv at the firfl com- 
iv.iind from his majcfly to take arms a- 
gainrc tliem, as fome of mv countrymen 
did agninft theirs at Prejion. And if fuch 
a rcbcllir.n (hould prove fo fuccefsful as 
to fix the prcie'fidcr on the throne of 
l\?:7lci7:d^ I wculd venture to tranfgrels 
y^YMjlaiiiic {^ lar, as to lofe every drop 
of my b?ood to hinder him from being 
king of IrcLiJid^K 

It is true indeed, that within the 
memory of man the parhaments ci E77g- 
land have JoTnetimes afiumcd the power 
of binding thi^ kingdom by laws enacSt- 

* This ^.z^zTJ^-'-i^ -ivr -rcu: oilciic.'. Sec kcicr V. 

eel 
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ed there ; wherein they were at firll 
openly oppofed (as far as truths reafcn, 
and jujiice are capable of oppofing) by the 
famous Mr. Molineux^ an Engitfo gen- 
tleman born here, as well as by fevqral 
of the greateft patriots and left whigs in 
England 'y but the love and torreftt of 
power prevailed. Indeed the arguments 
on both fides were invincible. For in 
ree^otiy all government without the con- 
fent of the governed is the very defini- 
tion of fiavery : but in fadl, eleven men 
well armed will certainly fubdue one fin- 
gle man in his Jhirt, But I have done : 
for thofe who have ufed power to cramp 
Meriy^ have gone fo far as to relent even 
the liberty of complaining', although a 
man upon the rack was never known to 
be refufed the liberty of roaring as loud 
9s be thought fit. 

And as we are apt to fink too much 
Wider unreafonable fears, fo we are too 
foon inclined to be raifed by groundlefs 
hopes, according to the nature of all 
cmfumptive bodies like ours. Thus it 
hath been given about for feveral days 
pail, thdXfomebody in EnglarJ cm^owcv- 
J I " cd 
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ed a fecond fomebody to write to a third 
fomebody here, to affure us that vt^Jhould 
no more be troubled with thefe half -fence. 
And this is reported to have been done 
by the * fame perfon., who is faid to have 
fworn feme months ago, that he would 
ram them down their throats (though I 
doubt they would flick in our fiomachs) : 
but which ever of thefe reports be true 
or falfe, it is no concern of ours. For 
in this point we have nothing to do with 
Englijh miniflers : and I fhould be forry 
to leave it in their power to rcdrefs this 
grievance, or to enforce it ; for the ref>ort 
of the committee hath given me a fur- 
feit. The remedy is wholly in your own 
hands ; and therefore I have digrefled a 
little in order to refrefh and continue 
that fpirit fo feafonably raifed amongft 
you ; and to let you fee, that by. the 
laws of God, of Nature, of Nations, 
and of your Country, you are, and 
OUGHT to be as free a people as your bre- 
thren in England, 

If the pamphlets publiflied at London 
by Pf^ood and his journeymen in defence 

• Mr. Walpeky afterwards E. of Orfwd. 

of 
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of his caufe were reprinted here, and 
our countrymen could be perfuaded 
to read them, they would convince you 
of his wicked deGgn, more than all I 
(hall ever be able to fay. In fliort, I 
make him a perfe<St faint in comparifon 
of what he appears to be from the writ- 
ings of thofe whom he hires to juftify 
his projeEl, But he is fb far mafier of the 
field (let others guefs the reafon)^ that no 
London printer dare publiih any paper 
written in favour of Ireland', and here 
nobody hath yet been fo hold as to pub- 
liih any thing in favour of him. 

There was, a kw days ago, a pam- 
phlet fent me of near fifty pages, writ- 
ten in favour of Mr. Wood and his coin- 
age, printed in London : it is not worth 
anfwering, becaufe probably it will ne- 
ver be publiflied here. But it gave me 
occafion to refled: upon an unhappinefs 
we lie under, that the people of Eng- 
land are utterly ignorant of our cafe; 
which however is no wonder, flnce it 
ba point they do not in the leatt con- 
cern themfelves about, farther than per- 
)s as a fubjed of difcourfe in a coffee- 

houfe 
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houfe when they have nothing elfe to 
talk of.- For I have reafon to believe, 
that no minijier ever gave himfelf the 
trouble of reading any papers written in 
our defence, becaufe I fuppofe their opi~ 
fiions are already determined^ and are 
formed wholly upon the reports of Wood 
and his accomplices ; elfe it would be 
impoflible that any man could have the 
impudence to write fuch a pamphlet as I 
have mentioned. 

Our neighbours^ whofe underjiandingt 
. are juji upon a level with ours (which 
perhaps are none of the hrightefi)^ have 
a ftrong contempt for mpft nations, but 
efpecially for Ireland, They look upon 
us as a fort oi favage Irijhy whom our 
anceftors conquered feveral hundred 
years ago. And if I fliould defcribe the 
Britons to you as they were in Ceefari 
time, when they painted their bodies^ or 
c loathed themfelves with thejkins of beafts^ 
I fbould a<^ full as reafonabiy as they 
do. However, they are fo far to be ex- 
cufed in relation to the prefent fubjed, 
that hearing only one fide of the caufe, 
and having neither opportunity nor cu- 

riofity 
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riofity to examine the other^ they believe 
a lie merely for their eafe ; and conclude, 
becaufe Mr. ^W pretends to havepcwer^ 
he hath alfo reafon on his fide. 

Therefore, to let you fee how this 
cafe is reprefented in England by IFood 
and his adherents, I have thought it pro- 
per to extrad out of that pamphlet a few 
of thofe notorious falfhoods in point of 
fa£i and reafoning contained therein, the 
knowledge whereof will confirm my coun- 
trymen in their awn right fentiments, 
when they will fee, by comparing both, 
how much their enemies are in the wrong, 

Firft, the writer pofitively aflerts, that 
Wood's half-pence were current among us 
for feveral months^ with the univerfal 
approbation of all people, without one 
fingle gainfayer ; and we all, to a man^ 
thought ourfelves happy in having them, 

&condly, he affirms, that we were 
drawn into 'dijlike of them only by fome 
cunning, evil-dejigning men, among m, 
who oppofed this patent of Wood to get 
another for themf elves. 

Thirdly, that tljofe who mofl declared 

at 
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at jirfiaga'infi V^oo^% patent^ were the 
very men who intend to get another for th&r 
own advantage. 

Fourthly, that our parliament and pri- 
vy-council, the lord mayor and aldermen 
of Dublin, the grand juries and mer- 
chants^ and in fhort the whole kingdom^ 
nay, the very dogs (as he exprefleth i^ 
were fond of thofe half-pence, till thgf 
were inflamed by thofe few defigning perfons 
of or ef aid. 

Fifthly, he fays dircdiy, that atl 
thofe who oppofed the half -pence, were pa^ 
pifls, and enemies to king George. 

TIius far I am confident, the molt 
ignorant among you can fafely fwear from 
your own knowledge, that the author is 
a moft notorious liar in every article ; the 
dircdt contrary being fo manifefl: to the 
whole kingdom, that, if occafion required! 
we might get it confirmed under ^-y^ hun- 
dred thoufand hands. 

Sixthly, he would perfuade us, that 

if we fell five fjillings worth of our goods 

or manufaSlures for two fhillings ana 

four-pence worth of copper, although the 

5 copper 



L E T T E R IV. 145 

iper were melted down^ and that we 
tld get fiue Jbillings in gold and Jilver 
'' the /aid goods ; yet to take the /aid 
V Jbillings and four-pence in copper 
mid be greatly for our advantage. 
And, laftly, he makes us a very fair 
fer, as empowered by Wood, that if 
\ will take off two hundred thoufand 
unds in his half-pence for our goods ^ 
\d likewife pay him three per cent, in- 
'eft for thirty years for an hundred and 
lenty thoufOnd pounds (at which he com- 
ites the coinage above the intrinfic 
due of the copper) for the han of his 
in, he will after that time give us good 
m^ for what ha If -pence will be then 
ft. 

Let me place this offer in as clear a 
rht as I can to fhew the infupport- 
)le villainy* and impudence of that 
corrigible wretch. Firft (fays he) / 
ill fend two hundred thoufand pounds 
' my coin into your country : the copper 
compute to be, in real value, eighty thou- 
md pounds, and I charge you with an 
undred and twenty thoufand pounds for 
\e coinage ; fo that you fee, I lend you 

Vol. X. L an 
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an hundred and twenty thoufand poundi 
for thirty years ; for which you fballpay 
we three per cent, that is tofay^ three 
thoufand fix hundred pounds per aonum, 
which in thirty years will amount to an 
hundred and eight thoufand pounds. And 
when thefe thirty years are expired^ return 
fne my copper y and I will ^ive you good 
money for it* 

This is the propofal made to us \yjWood 
in that pamphlet written by one of bis 
commiffioners : and the author is fuppofed 
to be the fame infamous Colebyy one of 
his under-fwearers at the committee ofcoun- 
cil, who was tried for robbing the treafury 
here^ where he was an under-clerk. 

By this propofal he will firft rece^ 
two hundred thoufand pounds, in goods 
or Aerling, for as much copper as he 
values at eighty thoufand pounds, but In 
reality not worth thirty thoufand pounds. 
Secondly, he will receive for intereft an 
hundred and eight thoufand pounds: 
and when our children come thir^ years 
hence to return his half-pence upoi] 
his executors: (for before that time he 
will be probably gone to his cwn place)y 
3 thofc 



LETTER IV. 147- 

thofe executors will very reafonably re* 
jcA them as raps and counterfeits, which 
th^y will be, and millions of them of his 
<lwn coinage. 

Methinks I am fond of fuch a dealer 
as this, who mends every day upon our 
hands like a Dutch reckoning, where- 
in if you difpute the unreafonablenefs 
and exorbitance of the bill, the landlord 
(hall bring it up every time with new ad- 
ditions. 

Although thefe and the like pam^ 
phlets publifhed by TP'ood in London 
arc altogether unknown here, where no 
body could read them without as much 
indignation^ as contempt would allow ; 
yet I thought it proper to give you a 
fpecimen how the man employs his time, 
where he rides alone without any crea- 
ture to contradi A him; while our our. 
FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our fi- 
letice : and the Englijh in general, if 
they think of this matter at all, impute 
our refufal to wilfulnefs or diffaffeSlion^ 
juft as Wood and his hirelings are pleafed 
• to reprefent. 

But although our arguments are not 
L 2 fufFered 
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fufFered to be printed in England^ 
the confequence will be of little mom 
Let Wood endeavour to perfuade 
people there, that we ought to rec 
his coin ; and let me convince our ] 
pie here, that they ought to rejeEi it ui 
pain of our utter undoing ; and then 
him do his befi and his 'uoorft. 

Before I conclude, I muft beg V 
in all humility to tell Mr. Wood \ 
he is guilty of great indifcretioriy by a 
ing fo honourable a name as that of J 
Walpole to be mentioned fo often i 
in fuch a manner upon this occafi 
A (hort paper printed at Briftol^ and 
printed here, reports Mr. Wood to J 
that he wonders at the impudence < 
infoknce of the Irifh in refujing his c 
and what he will do when Mr. Walp 
comes to umn. Where, by the way, 
is miftaken; for it is the true Eng 
people of Ireland who refufe it, altho^ 
we take it for granted, that the // 
ivill do fo too whenever they are afk 
In another printed paper of his conti 
ing, it is roundly expreffed, that J 
Walpole will cram his brafs down 
t. throi 
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throats. Sometimes it is given out, that 
w? muft either take thofe hcdf^pence^ or 
eat our brogues : and in another news- 
letter, but of yefterday, we read, that 
the fame great man bati> Jworn to make 
'^ifuoallow his coin in fire-balls. 

This brings to my mind the known 
ftory of a Scotchman^ who receiving 
the fentence of death with all the cir- 
cumftancesof hangings beheadingy quar^ 
tering^ embawelingy and the like, cried 
out, ff'^hat need all this C00K.B.KY} and 
I' think we have reafon to aflc the fame 
question; for, if we believe J^ood, here 
is a <//V/wr getting ready for us; and you 
fee the bill of fare \ and I am forry the 
drink was forgot, which might eafily be 
iupplied with melted lead ;and flaming 

What vile words are thefe to put in- 

tp the mouth of a great counfellor, in 

lifgh truft with his majefty, and looked 

irobfi as a prime minifter ? If Mr. Wood 

h«^d^..no better a manner of reprefenting 

b^ patrons, when I come to be a great 

pidn lie fhall never, be fulFered to atr 

ts^d at my* levee. This is not the ftyle 

L 3 of 
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of a great minifler ; it favours too much 
of the kettle and the furnace^ and came 
entirely out of Wood'' s forge. 

As for the threat of making us eat 
our broguesy we need not be in pain j 
for if his coin (hould pafs, that unpoliu 
covering for the foet would no longer be 
a national reproach ; becaufe then we 
(hould have neither poe nor brogue left 
in the kingdom. But here the falfhood 
of Mv. Wood is fairly dete<fted; for I 
am confident Mr. Walpole never heard 
of a brogue in his whole life. 

As to fwalkfwing tbefe half-pence in 
fore- balls J it is a ftory equally impror^ 
bable. For, to execute this operation, 
the 'whole ftock of Mr. Wood's coin and 
metal muft be melted down, and mould- 
ed into hollow balls with imld-fire^ no 
bigger than a reafonable throat may be 
able to fwallow. Now, the metal he 
hath prepared, and already coined, will 
amount to at leaft fifty millions of half-- 
pence to be fwallowed by a million arid 
an half of people J fo that, allowing two 
half- pence to each baU^ there will be 
about fbventcep balls of wild-fire a-piecc 

to 
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fo be fwallowed by every perfon in the 
kingdom ; and, to adminifter this dofe, 
there cannot be conveniently fewer than 
fifty thoufand operators, allowing one ope- 
rator' to every thirty ; which, confidering 
the J^ueamijhnejs of fome flomachs, and 
\Sa& peevijhnefs oi young children^ is but 
reafonable. Now, under correAion of 
better judgments, I think the trouble 
and charge of fuch an experiment would 
exceed the profit ; and therefore I take 
this report to be fpurious, or, at leafl, 
only a new fcheme of Mr. Wood him- 
felf ; which, to make it pafs the better 
in Ireland , he would father upon a mi- 
njfler of ftate. 

But I will now demonftrate, beyond 
all contradidion, that Mr. Walpole is 
againft this projeft of Mr. Wood, and is 
an entire fridnd to Ireland, only by this 
one invincible argument, that he has 
the univerfal opinion of being a wife 
man, an able minifler, and in all his 
proceedings purfuing the true intereft of 
the kin? his imfler : and that as his in- 
tegrity is above all corruption, (b is his 
fortune above all temptation, I reckon, 
L 4 there- 
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therefore, we arc perfedly fafe from that 
c^^ner^ and (hall never be uttder tho»,ne- 
ceflity of contending with fb formldahle 
a power ^ but be left to poflefs our brogues 
and potatoes in peace, as * remote from 
. ibunder as we are from Jupikr* " 

/ am, my dear countrymen y 

yotir loving felhw-fuijeSfy^ 

felloayfujtrer, and 

humble fervanty' 

Cdob. 13, 17^4. M^"!B. 

'-''■ * Procul ft JoTC, procui s fulmincJ. ■ 

-' 'Upon the arrival of lord CmrHrit^ foon after the p^Jiepti^ 

, .^ on of this letter, the pafljiges from which this note is^- 

' fcrrcd to weri felcdcdas fu$cfentc;round'for'profictilion; 

. .and aproclamafcion was pubIiflt^J>y bi& excellencK^Hd 

council oficring , a reward of three hundred pounas for 

' * Wfcovenng the author. HarJmg the (t/iiiterwas Ittipri- 

, ^ foi)ed> and a bill of indidment was. ordm^ to be Bn^nured 

ajgiajnft him : which gave occafipn to Chd'followittg pa- 

. i.:'^',pcri ■ • . *' '■' ' ■ ••• ;•'■ r •'* •{' X ' if ' 

SEA- 
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"- 1- .1'" ..L ' . ■ , •• • -7:.'| . , ': 

■TO 

THE GRAN D-J U R V, 

CoNCBftNIHQ 

^e Bill pr^ring agamfi the Printer of 
the preceding Letter. 

OInce a Inll is preparing for the grand- 
jury to find againft the printer of the 
Drapiers tafi letter^ there are feveral 
"things maturely to be confidered by thofe 
gentlemen before they determine upon it. 
' Firflt they are to confider, that the 
author of the faid pamphlet did write 
three other difcourfes on the fame fub- 
jed:, which, inftead of being cenfured, 
"'were univerlally approved by the whole 
<<iiation, and were allov{^d to have raifed 
'Wd continued that fpirit. among us, 
which hath hitherto kept out J^ood's 
coin ; for all men wil} grant, that if thofe 

pam-i 



154 SEASpNABIJf ADVICE. . 
pamphlets had not been written, his 
coin muft have over>r^n the nation f^jme 
months ago. 

Secondly^ it is to be considered, that 
this pamphlet, againft which a procla- 
mation hath been ifTued, is written by the 
fame author : that nobody ever doubted 
the innocence and goodnefs of his de- 
ilgn ; that he appears, through the whole 
tenor of it, to be a /o)faI JubjeB to his 
majefty, and devoted to the houfe of 
Hanover y and declares himfelf in a 
manner peculiarly zealous againft thp. 
pretender. And if fuch a writer, in four 
feveral treatifes on fo nice a fubje<^, 
where a royal patent is concerned, and 
where it was neceflary to fpeak. of Eng- 
land and of liberty^ fliould in one or two 
places happen to let fall an inadvertent 
■expreffion, it would be hard to cpp- 
demn him after all the good he hath 
done, efpecially when we conlider, that 
he could have no.poflible delign in view 
.either of honour or profit, but purely 
the Good of his Country. 

Thrdljfy it ought to be well cpnfi- 
derqd, whether any one expreffion in 

the 
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the faid pamphlet be really liable to a 
juft exception, much lefs to be found 
Wicked, fnaliciousy feditious^ reJkSiing upon 
bis ntajefiy and bis minifiry, etc. 

The two points in that pamphlet, 
which it is faid the profecutors intend 
chiefly to fix on, are, firft, where the 
author mentions the ^>enner of the king's 
jinfwer. Firft, it is well known his ma- 
jefty is not mafter of the Englijh tongue ; 
and therefore it is neceflary that fome 
other, perfon jfhould be employed to pen 
what he hath to fay, or write in that 
language. Secondly, his majefty's an- 
fwer is not in the firft perfon, but in the 
third. It is not faid, We are concern- 
ed, OR Our royal predecessors ; but 
His majesty is concerned, and bis royal 
predecessors. By which it is plain, 
thefe are properly not the words of his 
noajcfty} but fuppofed to be taken from 
him, and tranfmitted hither by one of 
his minifters, Tbirdly, it will be eafily 
feeft, that the author of the pamphlet 
delivers his fentiments upon this parti' 
cular with the utmoft caution and re- 
{pt&, as any impartial reader will obferve. 

The 
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The iecond paragraph, which it 
laid will be taken notice of as a moti 
to Hnd the bill, is what the author fa 
of Ireland's being a dependent kirij 
dom : he explains all the dependen 
he knows of, which is a law made 
JrelanJ,' whereby it is enaded, tl 
whoever is hing of England pall be h 
of Ireland. Before this explanation 
condemned, and the bill found upon 
it would be proper that fome lavvy« 
fhould fully inform the jury what otl 
law there is, either ftatute or commc 
for this dependency \ and if there be' 
law, there is no tranigreflion. 

The fourth thing very maturely 
be confidered by the jury, is, what i 
fluence their finding the bill may ha 
ijpon the kingdom : the people in g 
iieral find no fault in the Drapiers 1 
book, any more than in the three f< 
mer; and therefore, when they hear 
is condemned by a grand-jury of Dt 
lin they will conclude it is done in 
vour of Woods coin ; they will, tbi 
we of this town have changed our miri 
^nd intend to t^ke thofe half- pence,' a 

tlieref 
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therefore that it will be in vain for them 

tp {land out : (b that the queftion comes 

to this. Which will be of the worft con-r 

iequence? to let pafs one or two exprcf- 

fions, at the worft only unwary, in a 

book written for the public fervice ; of 

to leave a free open paflage for Wood's 

bra(s to over-run us, by which we fhall be 

undone for ever. 

The ffth thing to be confidered is* 
that the members of the grand-juryr^ 
being merchants and principal fiiop> 
keepers, can have no fuitable tempta- 
tion offered them* as a recompence for 
the mifchief they will do, and fuiFer by 
lejtting in this coin ; nor can be at any 
lofs or danger by rejeding the bilL 
They do not exped any employments 
in the ftate, to make up in their own 
private advantages by the deftrudion 
of their country ; whereas thofe, who 
gp about to advifey entice^ or threaten 
tl^em to find that bill, have great em- 
ployments which they have a mind to 
- Kjcep, or to get greater ; as it was like- 
'vHltethe cafe of all thofe who figned 
^/proclamation to have the author 
V ;, . 4 profecuted. 
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profecuted. And therefore it is know 
that his grace the lord archbifKop 
Dublin, fo renowned for his piety, ai 
wifdom, and love of his countryj a 
folutely refufed to condemn the book 
the author. 

Lajilyy it ought to be confidered, wl: 
confequence the finding the bill m 
have upon a poor man, perfectly inn 
cent ; I mean the printer. A law] 
may pick out expreflions, and ma 
them liable to exception, where no 
ther man is able to find any. But hi 
can it be fuppdfed that an ignorant pri 
ter can be fuch a critick ? He knew t 
authors defign was honed, and appn 
ed by the whole kingdom : he advi 
with friends, who told him there *« 
no harm in the book, and he could 
none himfelf : it was fent him in an \ 
known hand ; but the fame in wh 
he received the three former. He s 
his wife have oflered to take their oa 
that they knew not the author. A 
therefore, to find a bill that may br 
puni(hment upon the innocent, will ; 
pear very bard^ to fay no worfe. Foi 
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wiU he impoflible to find the author, ua<* 
lefshe^will pleafe to difcover himfelf; al- 
though I wooder he ever concealed hi3 
i^&uie : but I fuppofe, what he did at 
iirft out of modefty, he continues to do 
out of prudence. God proted: us and 
him. 

I will conclude all with a fable a- 
{bribed to Demojlhenes : he had ferved 
the people of Athens with great fidelity 
in the Aation of an orator ; when upon a 
^rtain occafion apprehending to be de« 
Uvered over to his enemies, he told the A^ 
i^bettiam, his countrymen, the follo^ying 
flory : Once upon a time the wolves de- 
fired a league with the Jheep upon this 
• condition ; that the caufe of firife might 
be taken away, which was x.\\& Jhepherds 
and fftafliffs : this being granted, the wolves 
without all fear made havock of tt^ 



Nffuember 11, I724» 



Copies of this paper were diftributed to every perfon of tlie 

""gMndijury the evening before the btll watf'to be exhibited, 

wfac^ probably, for the reafons contained in it, refufed :to 

£nd the bill, upon which the lord chief julUce JVbitfliidt 

' ••«■ wh© 



[ '«o ] 

#lio had Diefided tt • former profec uti oBof the dM 
printer *t difcharged them in a rage. The foHowing 
trad was toon after puhliihed to inew die illegality of' 
proceeding, and the next grand-jury that was impuu 
ed made the fuhliK]uent prefentment againft all the al 
tors of fFitd's pro}ea. SetlMtr tt krd Mil^m 
page 165 iftht$ vtL 

* See the note prefixed to the Propofid for the fole uft 
Iriih nanw£idwes. 



An extrad from a Book, intituled^ ^ 
exaSt ColleBion of the Debate of 
Houfe of Commons, held at We 
minfter, 06t. 21, 1680, pag* xi 

RESOLUTIONS of the Houfe of Co 
moTA in England Nov. 13, 1680. 

SEVERAL perfons being examii 
about the difmifllng a grand-jur) 
Middlefexy the houfe came to the i 
lowing refolutions : 

Refolved, that the difcharging oi 
grand-jury by any judge, before the 1 
of the term, afllzes, or fe/Iions, wl 
matters are under their confiderati 
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and not prefcnted, is arbitfiTJr^ illeg^, 
deftruiSive to public jiifticej z, manifeJO: 
viplatipn of his oath, and is a m^ns .to 
iubyert the fund|gmental laws of thi« 
kingdom. " • 

I 

Refehedy. that a committee be ap- 
pointed to examine the pipceedings of 
the judges in Weftminfier'hall \ and re- 
port the fame, with their opinion here* 
in, to this houfe. 

;•■:•. - ' ■ 

* • , • ■ . 1. • • 
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The PRESENTMENT of the Grahd-^ 
Jury of the County of the Gity of 
Dublin. 

' ' ' ■ ' * . ' 

WHEREAS feveral great quantities 
of bafe metal coined, commonly 
called Wood's half-pence, have been 
brought into the port oi Dublin j andlodg'd 
ixi feveral houfes of this city, with an -in- 
tention to rliake them pais clandeftine- 
ly among his majefty*s fubjefls of this 
kingdom ; notwithftanding the addreffes 
of both houfes of parliament, and the 
privy-council, and the declarations of 
moft of the corporations of this city a- 
gainft the faid coin: And whereas his 
majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to 
leave his loyal fubjeds of this kingdom 
at liberty to take or refufe the faid half- 
pence ; 

We the grand-jury of the county of 
the city of Dublin^ this Michaelmas-term 
1724^ having entirely at heart his ma- 
jtfty*s intereft, and the welfare of our 
country, and being thoroughly fenfible 
of the great difeouragements which trade 
hath fufFcred by the apprehenflons of 

the 
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the faid coin, whereof we have already 
felt the difmal efFcds ; and that the cur- 
rency thereof will inevitably tend to the 
great diminution of his majefty's reve- 
nue, and the ruin of us and our pofte- 
rity, do prefent all fuch perfons as have 
attempted, or fhall endeavour by fraud, 
or othcrwife^ to impofe the faid half- 
pence .Ujion us, contrary to his majefty's 
moft gracious intentions, as enemies to 
his majefty's government, and to the 
fafety, peace, and welfare of all his ma- 
jefty's fubjedis of this kingdom ; whofe 
affe£lions have been fo eminently diftin- 
guiflied by their zeal to his illuftrious 
family before his happy acceflion to the 
thrond, and by their continued loyalty 
ever fince. 

•As we do, with all juft gratitude, ac- 
knovvledge the fervices of all fuch pa-^ 
triots^ as have been eminently zealous for 
the intereft of his majefty and this coun- 
try, in deteding the fraudulent impofi- 
tion of the faid Wood^ and preventing 
the pafling his bafe coin ; fo we do, at 
the fame time, declare our abhorrence 
and deteftation of all reflexions on his 

M 2 majefty 
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majejfty and his government ; and that 
we are ready with our lives and fortunes 
to defend his moft facred majefty againft 
the pretender^ and all his majefty *s open 
and fecret enemies both at home and a- 
broad. 

Given under our hands at the grand- 
jury chamber, this 28th of Novem- 
hevy 1724. 



George Forbes^ 
William Empfon^ 
Nathaniel Pearjotiy 
Jofeph Nuttally 
William Aprty 
Steam T^tghe, 
Richard WalkeTy 
Edmond Frenchy 
yohn VereilleSy 
Philip Pearfofty 
Thomas Robins y 
Richard Davcfotty 



David Tewy 
Thomas How, 
yohn yonesy 
yames Browny 
Charles Lyndon^ 
yerom Bredifty 
yohn Sican, 
Antbonjr Brunton, 
Thomas Ga^en, 
Daniel Elwoody 
yohn Brunei* 



A LET- 



i 



L E T T E R 

T O 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

The Lord Vifcount Mole/worth. 

Written in the year 1724. 

They cotnpafled me about affo with word$ of deceit, and 
fought againft me without a caufe. 

For my love they are my adverfaries \ but \ give myfelfunto 
prayer. • 

And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my 

love. PfaL cix. 3, 4, s» 
Seek not to be judge, being not able to take away iniquity ; 

]eft at any time thou fear the perfon of the mighty, 

and lay a ftumbling- block in the way of thy upright- 

nefs* 

Offend not againft the multitude of a city, and then thou 
{halt not caft thyfelf down among the ptople, 

£ind not one fin upon another, for in one thou (halt not be 
unpuniflied. Ecdus. vii. 6, 7, 8f 

NoHJamp^ifno peio MneftheuSy neque vinc^re certo: 
^anquam 0! Stdfupifint quibiishocj NepturUy d€d\ftu 



M 3 DI.REC 



DIRECTIONS 

TO THE 

PRINTER, 

Mr. Harding, 

Tffy^H EN I fent you my former pa- 
^^ pers^ I cannot fay I intended you 
either good or hurt ; and yet you have 
. happened through my means to receive 
both. / pray God deliver you from any 
more of the latter, and increafe the for- 
mer. Tour tradey particularly i?t this 
kingdom^ is of all others the mojl unfor^ 
tunately eircumjiantiated 'y for as you deal 
in the moji worthlefs kind of trajhy the 
penny produBions of penny kfs fcrihlers ; 
fo you often venture your liberty ^ and 
fometimes your lives^ for the pur chafe of 
&alf a crown ; and^ by your own igno-^ 
^ancej are punijbed for other mens ac- 
tions. 

I am afraidy you in pa?^ticular think 

^^ou have reafon to complain of me^ for 

^^3four own and your wifes confinemefit in 

^rifon^ to your great expence^ as well as 

M 4 hard^ 
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hardjhipy and for a profecut'tm ftill im- 
pending. But I viill tell youy Mr. Har- 
ding, bvm that matter Jiands, Since ti>e 
prejs hath lain under Jo firiSl an infpec- 
tion, thofe who have a mind to inform the 
world are become fo cautious as (o keep 
ihemfehesy if poffibUy out of the way of 
danger. My cuflom therefore is to diC" 
tate to a prentice^ who can write ht a 
feigned hand\ and what is written we 
fend to your houfe by a black-guard boy. 
Buty at the fame time^ 1 do ajfure you 
upon my reputationy that I nevfr did 
fend you any thing for which I thought 
you could poffihly be called to an account. 
And you will be my witnefsy that / al- 
ways de fired you y by a letter y to tak^ fome 
good advice before you ventured to print j 
becaufe I hievo the dexterity of dealers ii^ 
the law at finding out foniething tofafien 
ouy where no evil is meant. I am told in^ 
deedy that you did accordingly confult fe- 
ver al very able perfonSy and even (bme 
who afterwards appeared againll you : 
to which I can only anfwer ; that you 
mufi either change your advifers, or de- 
I termine 
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^srmine to print nothing that comes from ft 
irapier. 

/ dejire you will fend the incjofed let- 

rgr dire&ed to nty lord vifcount Molef- 

i^orth, at his houfe at Brackdenftown, 

near Swords : but I would have it fent 

printed, for the coivvenience of his lord- 

ihip^s reading ; becaufe this count erf eit 

hand of my prentice is not very legible. 

And^ if you think fit to publijh it^ I would 

have you firfi get it read over by fame 

notable lawyer : I am affured^ you will 

find enough of themy who are friends to 

the drapier, and will do it without a fee ; 

whichf I am afraid^ you can ill afford 

after all your expences* For although- 1 

bam taken fo much care^ that I think it 

ptpof/ible to find a topick out of the foU 

Itfwing papers for fending you again to 

fn-ifony yet J will not venture to be your 

mxrantee. 

This enfuing letter contains only a fhort 
mount of myfelf and an humble apo- 
^gy for my former pamphlets^ efpecially 
ibe laft ; with little mention of Mr. Wood, 
9r his half- pence j becaufe I have alrea-r 

dy 
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dyfaid enough upon that fubjeEiy until oc-- 
cafionjhall be given for new fears ; andy in 
that cafe^ you may perhaps hear from me 
again. I am^ 



From my fliop in 
St. Francis-Jlreet^ 
pec. 14, 1724. 



Tour friend 

and fervant^ 



M;B. 



P. S* For want of intercourje between 

you and me^ which I never will fuffer^y 

your people are apt to make very grofs 

errors in the pKefs^ which I defreyou will 

provide againft. 



* The copies were always 
fent to the prefs by fome ob- 
fcurc meffenger, who never 
knew the perfon from whom 
he received them, but gave 
them in at a window. The 



amanuends only was trufted, 
to whom about two years af- 
ter the author gave an em- 
ployment of 40/. a year as % 
reward for bis fidelity. 



TO 



T O 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

The Lord Vifcount Molefworfh^ 

At his Ipufe at Brackdenflmson near 
Swords. 

My Lord, 

I REFLECT too late on the maxim 
of common obfervers, that thofe who 
xneddle in matters out of their calling 
"will have reafon to repent ; which is now 
veriiied in me : for, by engaging in the 
trade of a writer, I have drawn upon my- 
felf the difpleafure of the government, fig- 
nified hy 2i proclamation proniifing a reward 
of three hundred pounds to the ^x.^faith- 
jTw/fubjed, who (hall be able and inclined 
"to injorm a^ai.nft me ; to which I may add, 
the laudable zeal and indujlry of my lord 
chief-juftice Jf^hitjhedy in his endeavours 
to difcover fo dangerous a perfon. There- 
fore, whether I repent or no, I have cer- 
tainly caufe to do fb ; and the common 
obfervation ftill ftands good. 

It will fometimes happen, I know 
not how, in the courfe of human af- 
fairs, that a man fhall be made liable 

to 
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to legal ^nimadverfions, where he hath 

nothing to anfwer for either to God 
or his country ; and condemned at Weft- 

minjler-hally for what he will never be 
charged with at the day of judgment. 

After ilrii^ly examining my own 
heart, and confulting {bme divines of 
great reputation, I cannot accu(e ^y- 
felf of any * malice or ivickednefs againfl 
the publick ; of any dejigns to ftm Jedi-r 
tion \ of refieSiing on the king and his nu- 
nijiers \ or of endeavouring to alienate the 
affeclions of the people of this iingdom 
from thofe of England, All I can charge 
myfelf with, is a weak attempt to 
ferye a nation in danger of deftrudion 
by a mod wicked and malicious pro- 
jedor, without waiting until I were 
called to its afllftance. Which attempt, 
however it may perhaps give me the 
title of pragmatical and overweemng^ 
will never lie a burthen upon my con- 
fcience. God knows whether I may not, 
with all my caution, have already run 
myfelf into a fecond danger, by oHer- 
fng thus much in my own vindication. 

* Articles meotioQe4 in the ind'n^ment aqd proclaatatioOf 

For 
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For 1 have heard of a judgey who upon 
the criminars appeal to the dreadful day 
ofjudgmenty told him, he had incurred a 
premunire for appealing to a foreign ju~. 
riJdiEHon: and of another in Wales^ 
who feverely check*d the prifoner for 
offering the fame plea ; taxing him 
with refleAing on the court by fuch a 
cbmparifbn ; becaufe comparifons were 
odious. 

But, in order to make fome excu fc 
fdr being more fpeculative than others 
of my condition, I defire your lord- 
ihip*s pardon, while I am doing a very 
fbolilh thing ; which is to give you fome 
little account of my felf. 

I was bred at a free-fchool, where I 
acquired fome little knowledge in the 
Litin tongue. I ferved my apprenticefhip 
in Limdorty and there fet up for my fclf 
with good fuccefs ; until, by the death 
cf fame friends, and misfortunes of others j 
I returned into this kingdom ; and be- 
gan, to employ my thoughts in cultivat- 
ing the 'Woolen manufaEiure through all 
its branches ; wherein I met with great 
difcouragement, and powerful oppofers, 

whofe . 
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whofe objedlions appeared to me very 
ftrange and fingular. They argued, that 
the people of England would be offend- 
ed, if our manufactures were brought 
to equal theirs: and even fome of the 
laeaviTJg trade were my enemies j which 
I could not but look upon as tJ?furd 
and unnatural, I remember your lord- 
fhip at that time did me the honour 
to come into my fhop, where I (hewed 
you * a piece of black and white Jiuff 
juft fent from the dyer\ which you 
were pleafed to approve of, and be my. 
cuftomer for. 

However, I was fo mortified, that I 
refolved for the future to fit quietly 
in my fhop, a:nd deal in common goods, 
like the reft of my brethren; until it 
happened fome months ago, confider- 
ing with myfelf, that the hmer and 
poorer fort of people wanted ^ plain, 
Jlrong courfe Jiuff to defend them again/i 
cold eafterly winds, which then blew very 
fierce and blajiing for a long time toge" 
ther ; I contrived one on purpofe, which 

* By this is meant, the Propofalfor the univtrfalvfe efh'iih 
manufailurci, 

fold 
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fold very wcjl all over the kingdom, and 
preferved many thoufands from agues. 
I then made a * fecond and a third kind 
oi fluffs for the gentry, with the fame 
fucce^; infomuch, that an ague hath 
hardly been heard of for fome time. 

This incited me fo far, that I ven- 
tured upon ^.f fourth piece, made of the 
bcft Jrifl) wool I could get ; and I thought 
it grave and rich enough to be worn by 
ththt^ lord or judge of the land. But 
of late fome great folks complain, as 
I hear, that when they had it on, they 
felt a fhuddering in their limhs^ and 
have thrown it off in a rage ; curfing 
to hell the poor drapier, who invent- 
ed it : fo that I am determined never 
Ko work for perfons of quality ^^xw \ ex- 
cept for your lordjl^ip and a f-oery few 
tmre. 

I aiTure your lorddiip, upon the word 
of an honeft citizen, that I am not richer, 
by the value of one of Mr. Wood's half- 
pence, with the fale of all the feveral 
^vffs I have contrived : for, I give the 

* The drapliri three firft letters. 

t The fourth letter, agaiulV which the prodamaiion was 
iiTued. 

6 whole 
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whole profit to the dyers and prejfers *, 
And therefore I hope you will pleafe 
to believe, that no other motive, befides 
the love of my country, could engage 
me to bu fy my head and hands to the 
lofs of my time, and the gain of no- 
thing but vexation and ill mil. 

I have now in hand one piece of fluff 
to be woven on purpofe for your lord- 
fhip ; although I might be afbamed to 
offer it to you, after I have confefled^ 
that it will be made only from the f 
preds and remnants of the wool employ^ 
ed in the former. However I (hall work 
it up as well as I can ; and at worft, 
you need only give it among your te- 
nants. 

I am very fenfible, how ill your lord-« 
(hip is like to be entertained with the 
pedantry of a drapier irt the terms 
of his own trade. How will the matter 
be mended, when you find me entering 
again, although very fparinglyj into an 
affair of ftate ? for fuch is now grown 
the controverfy with Mr. fFoody if fome 
great lawyers are to be credited. And as 

* Printers. f Meaning the prefent letter. 

It 
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it often happens at play, that men be- 
gin \v\xh farthings^ and go on to gold^ 
till fbme of them lofe their eftates and 
die in jail: fo it may poflibly fall out 
in my cafe, that by playing too long 
with Mr. Wood's half-pence, I may 
be drawn in to pay a fi?te double to 
the reward for betraying me ; be fent 
to prifon, and not be delivered thence un- 
til I jball have paid the uttcrmojl far- 
thing. 

There are, my lord, three forts of 
perfons, with whom I am refolved never 
to difpute : a highway-fnan with a piftol 
at my bread ; a troop of dragoons'^ who 
come to plunder my houfe; and a man 
of the law^ who can make a merit of ac- 
cufing me. In each of thefc cafes, icbich 
are altnoji thefame^ the beft method is to 
ieep out of the wayi and the next bcfl: is 
to deliver your money ^ fur render your houfc, 
and confefs nothing. 

I am told, that the two points in my 
laft letter, from which an occalion of 
Q&nce hath been taken, are, where I 
mention his majefty's anfwer to the ad- 
drefi of the houfc of lords upon Mr, 

Vol. X N Wood's 
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JVoG^s patent ; and where I difcourfc 
upon Ireland's being a dependent king-^ 
dom. As to the former, I can only lay, 
that I have treated it with the utnioft 
rcfped and caution ; and I thought it 
ncceflary to (hew where Wood's patent 
differed in many cflential parts from all 
others that ever had been granted ; bc- 
caufe the contrary had, for want of 
due information, been fo ftrongly and 
fo largely afferted. As to the other, of 
Ireland's dependency ; I confefs to have 
often heard it mentioned, but was ne- 
ver able to underftand what it rneant. 
This gave me the curiofity to enquire 
among feveral eminent lawyers, who pro- 
feffed they knew nothing of the mat- 
ter. I then turned over all the ftatutes 
of both kingdoms without the leail in- 
formation, further than an Irijh adl-, 
that I quoted, of the 33d di Henry VIII, 
uniting Ireland to England under one 
king. I cannot fay, I was forry to be 
difappointed in my fearch, becaufe it 
is certain, I could be contented to depend 
only upon God and my prince^ and. the 
laws of my own cowttry^ after the man- 
ner 
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fur of other nations. But lince my belters. 
9X^oi 9l different opiniony and defirey«r- 
t&er dependencies^ I (hall outwardly Tub- 
mit ; yet ftill iniifting in my own heart 
upon the exeeptim I made of M. B. dra- 
pier* Indeed that hint was borrowed 
from an idle ftory I had heard in Eng- 
Utndy which perhaps may be common 
and beaten ; but becaufe it infinuates nei- 
ther treafon nor feditiqny I will juft barer 
ly relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the 
peers were fo great that the commons 
were looked upon as little better than 
their dependents^ a bill was brought in 
for making fome new additions to the 
power and privileges of the peerage. 
After it was read, one Mr. Drue^ a mem- 
ber of the houie, ftood up, and faid, he 
very much approved the bill, and would 
give his vote to have it pafs ; but hon'- 
evcr, for fome reafons beft known to him • 
felf, he defired that a claufe might Iv 
ieferted for excepting the family of the 
Drues. The oddnefs of the propolition 
taught others to refledl a little ; anf ' the 
bill wgs thrown out. 

N 2 Whether 
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Whether I v/ere miftaken, or 'xen/ tQ9 
.far in exaaiiaing the (kpefidejicy, muft 
be left to the impartial judgtuent of the 
world, as well as to the courts ot judi- 
cature ; although indeed not in fo ef- 
JeBual and dedfive a manner. But to 
afHrm, as I hear fome do, in order to 
countenance a fearful and fervile fpirit, 
that this point did not belong to myfub^ 
jcSl^ is a falfe and foolilh objedion. 
There were feveral fcandalous reports, 
induflriouily fpread by Wood and his ac- 
complices, to difcourage all oppoiition 
againft his infamous projed. They gave 
it out, that we were prepared for a r^ 
bcUio:: ; that we difputcd the king's pr^^ 
rogathey and were fhaking off our depot' 
dency. The iirft went fo far, and ob- 
tained fo much belief againll the nioft 
viiible demonftrations to the cooirary, 
that a great per/on of this kingdom, 
now in England, fent over fuch an ac- 
count of it to his friends as would make 
any good fubjed both grieve and trem- 
ble. I thought it therefore ncccflary to. 
treat that calumny as it defervicd. Then 
I proved by an invincible argument, that 

we 
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we could have no intention to diTpute his 
majefty's prerogative ; becaufe the pre^ 
rogative was not concerned in the que- 
ftion; the civilians and lawyers of all na- 
tions aejreeing that copper is not money. 
And laftly, to clear us from the imputa- 
tion of {baking ofF our dependency^ I 
(hewed wherein I thought, and fliall ever 
think, this dependence confined ; and cited 
the ftatute above-mentioned made in Ire^ 
land"^ by which it is enabled, that iz^ho^ 
ever is king of England, Jhal/ be king of 
Ireland ; and that the two kingdoms Iball 
be for ever knit together under one king. 
This, as I conceived, did wholly acquit 
us of intending to break our dependency ; 
becaufe it was altogether out of our 
power : for furely no king of England 
will ever confent to the repeal of this 
ftatute. 

But upon this article I am charged 
with a heavier accufation. It is faid I 
went too far^ when I declared, that if 
ever the Pretender fhould come to be fxfd 
'Upon tJjc throne of England (which God 
for bid) J I Izould fo far verdure to tranf- 
grefs this Jlatute^ that I would lofe the 

N 3 , lafi 
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lafi, drop of my bloody before 1 would fub^ 

mit to him as king o/* Ireland. 

This r hear on all fides is the ftrongeft 

and weightieft objeftion againft me ; and 

which hath given the moft ofFence ; that 
I fhould be fo bold to declare againft a 

dired ftatute \ and that any motive, how 
ftrong foever, could make me rejed a 
king, whom England fliould receive. 
Now, if in defending myfelf from this 
accufation I ihould freely confefs, that 
I went too far ; that the expreffion was 
very indifcreet, although occafioned hy 
my zeal for his prefent majefty, and bis 
proteftant line in the houfe of Hano- 
ver ; that I (hall be careful never to of- 
fend again in the like kind; and that 
I hope this free acknowledgment and 
forrow for my error will be fome atone- 
ment, and a little foften the hearts of 
my powerful adverfaries: I fay, if I 
fliould offer fuch a defence as this, I do 
not doubt but fome people would wreft 
it to an ill meaning by a fpiteful inter- 
pretation. And therefore, fince I cannot 
think of any other anfwer, which thai 
paragraph can admit, I will leave it tc 

tht 
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^e mercy of every candid reader ; but 
fiill without recanting my own opinion. 
:: I will now venture to tell your lord- 
ihlp a iccret, wherein I fear you are too 
deeply concerned. You will therefore 
pleaie to know, that this habit of writ- 
ing and difcourfing, wherein I unfortu- 
nately differ from almoft the whole king- 
dom^ and am apt to grate the ears of 
more than I could wifh, was acquired 
during my apprenticeHiip in JLondoriy 
and a long reiidence there after I had 
fct.up for myfelf. Upon my return and 
iettlement here, I thought I had only 
changed one country of freedom for. an- 
other, I had been long converfing with 
the writings of your lordfliip, Mr. Lockcy 
Mr. Mo/inettXy colonel Sidney*, and other 
dangerous authors, who talk of liberty 
as a bkffing^ to which the 'whole race of 
mankind hath an original title '-, whereof no - 
thing but unlawful force can divefl them* 
1 knew a great deal of the feveral Go- 
fhic inftitutions in Europe ; and by what 
incidents and events they came to be de- 

* H'J publifted a book in intitu'odthcStafeofZ^wwari, 
the rcign o> king ff'u'liam III, Awith a large preface. 

N 4 ftroyed: 
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ftroyed ; and I ever thought it the moft 

uncontroukd . and uhiverfally agreed 
maxim, that freedom confifts in a peoples 
being governed by laws, made with their 
cwn Qonfent ; and Jlavsry in iJje contra- 
ry, I have been likewife tqld, and believe 
it to be true, that liberty and property 
are words of known ufe and fignificati- 
ori in this kingdom ; and the very law- 
yers pretend to underfiand, and have 
them often in their mouths. Thefe were 
the errors, which have mifled me ; and 
to which alone I muft impute the fevere 
treatment I have received. But I fhall 
in time grow wifer, and learn to conli- 

. der my driver^ the road I am in^ and 
..m-ith whom I am yoked. This I will ven- 
ture to fay ; that the boldeft and moft 
obnoxious words I ever delivered, would 
in E;?gla^dhave only expofed me as a 
ftupid foci, whp went to prove that the 
fun jbone in a clear fummers day : and 
I have witnefles ready to depofe,. that 
your lordftiip hath faid and writ fifty 
times worfe ; and, what is Hill an aggra- 
vation, with infinitely more wit and learn- 
ing, and llronger arguments : To that as 

politicks 



LETTER V. 185 

politicks run, I do not know a pcrfon 
of more exceptionable principles than 
yourfclf: and if ever I (hall be difco- 
vcred, I think you will be bound in ho- 
nour to pay my fine, and fupport me in 
prifon ; or elfe I may chance to hform 
againft you by way of repfifal. 

In the mean time I beg your Jordfliip 
to receive my confefilon ; that if there 
be any fuch thing as a dependency of Ire- 
land upon England^ other wife than as 
I have explained it, either by the law of 
Gcd^ of nature^ of reafon^ of nations^ 
or of the land (which I (hall die rather 
than grant), then was the proclamation 
againft me the moft merciful that ev^er 
was put out; and, inftead of accufing 
me as malicious^ ivickedy and JediticuSj it 
might have been diredly as guilty of l)iglj 
treafon. 

All I defire is, that the caufe of my 

country againft Mr. TVcod may not fuf- 

-•fo: by any inadvertency of mine. Whe- 

_-Thcr /r^Z^W depends upon Eng}a?:d^ or 

only, upon God^ the hing^ and the la^iv ; 

-Is Jrope no man will aflert, that it dcpc?}ds 

-'■''ion Mr. Wood. I fliould be heartily 

f. rry 
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forry that this commendable ipirit a^inft 
me (hould accidentally (and what, / 
bopey was never intended) Arike a damp 
upon that fpirit in all ranks and corpo- 
rations of men againil the defperate ao^ 
ruinous defign of Mr. Wwd. Let my 
countrymen blot out thofe parts in my 
■laft letter, which they diflikej and let 
no rujl remain on my /word to cure 
the wounds I have given to our mod 
mortal enemy. When Sir Charles SidUy 
was taking the oaths, where feveral things 
were to be renmncedy he {aid, he loved 
renouncing ) afked if any more were to 
be renounced 'y for he was ready to r^- 
munce as much as they pleafed. Although 
I am not fb thorough a renouncer^ yet 
let me have but good city f&:urity againft 
this peAilent coinage, and I (hall be 
ready not only to renounce every fyllable 
in all my four letters, but to deliver them 
chearfully with my own hands into thofe 
of the common hangman to be burnt 
with no better company than the corn- 
er s effigiesy if any part of it hath efcaped 
out of the fecular hands of my faithful 
friends, the common people. 

But, 
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But, whatever the fentiments of fome 
people may be, I think it is agreed that 
many of thofe who fubfcribed againft 
me, are on the fide of a vaft majority in 
the kingdom, who oppofed Mr. TVood^ : 
and it was with great fatisfadion, that 
I obferved fome right honourable names 
Fcry amicably joined with my own at the 
bottom of a ftrong declaration againft 
him and his coin. But if the admiflion 
c^ it among us be already determined^ 
the nsoorthy perfon, who is to betray me^ 
ought in prudence to do it with all con- 
venient fpeed ; or elfe it may be diffi- 
cult to find three hundred pounds fter^ 
ling for the difcharge of his hire^ when 
the publick (hall have loft five hundred 
thoufand, if there be fo much in the 



• As the DrapUr*! letters 
"^erc written exprcfsly againft 
'iVotnti half- pence, it might 
well be imagined that a pro- 
clamation againft the author 
«rould produce an opinion, 
that to oppofe IVoQ^i half- 
pence was illegal and fubjedt- 
ed the party lo pains and pe» 
nalties : to prevent fo fatui a 
miftake, it is here remarked, 
that many of ihofe who fub« 



fcribed the procIamation,were 
yet ftrenuous oppofers of 
K'ooiTs projeft, Thisdiftinc* 
tion is yet more explicit in 
the letter to lord Middleton^ 
which was written foon after 
the fourth letter, and intend* 
ed to be the fifth, though for 
fome reafons deferred. — See 
the letter to lord Aliddlcti?i 
and the note prefixed. 

nation ; 
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nation; beiides.four fifths of its annual 
iocome forever. 

, I am told by lawyers, that in quar- 
rels between man and man it is of much 
weight, which of them gave thie firfl 
provocation, or flruck the firft blow. It 
is manifeit that Mr. Wood hath done 
both: and therefore I fhould huoi-^ 
bly propofe to have him iirft ^kattged^ 
and his drofs thrown into the fea : after 
which the drapier will be ready to ftand 
his trial. // muji needs be that offiences 
come, but wo unto him by whom the of* 
fence cometh. If Mr. JVood had held hfs 
hand, every body elfe would have held 
their tongues: and then there would have 
been little need of pamphlets, juries^ ot 
proclamations upon this occafion. The 
provocation muft needs have been very 
great, which could ftir up an obfcure, 
indolent drapier to become an author^ 
Qne would almoft think, the vtry fionesm 
the ftreet would rife up in fuch a caufe : 
and I am not fure they will not dofo a- 
gainft Mr. Wood, if ever he comes with- 
in their reach. It is a known ftory of 
the dumb boy, whofe tongue forced a 

paflage 
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pai&ge for fpeech by the horror of fee- 
ing a dagger at his father s throat. This 
may lefl^n the wonder, that a tradefman 
hid in privacy and filence fhould cry 
ouff when the life and being of his po- 
litical fitother are attempted before his 
face, and by fo infamous a wretch. 

But in the mean time Mr. Wcod^ the 
deftroyer of a kingdom, walks about in 
triumph (unlefs it be true, that he is 
in. jail for debt; ; while he who endea- 
voured to ajjert the liberty of Jm coun* 
try is forced to bide his head for occa- 
iionally dealing in a matter of contro-- 
ixrfy. However, I am not the firft who 
hath been condemned to death for gain- 
ing a great viEiory over a powerful ene- 
my by difobeying for once the ftri<3: or- 
ders of military difcipline. 

I am now refolved to follow (after the 
ufual proceeding of mankind, becaufe 
it is too late) the advice given me by 
a certain dean *. He {hewed the mif- 
take I was in, of trufting to the gene- 
ral good will of the people ; that I had 
fuccceddd hitherto better than could be 

* The author is fuppofed to mean himfelf. 

expededj 
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expe<9:ed; but that fomc unfortunate etr^ 
mmftantial lapfe would probably bring me 
within the reach oi power : that my good 
intentions would be no fecurity againft 
thofe who watched every motion of my pen in 
the hitternefs of my foul. He produced an 
in Aance c^ a perfon as innocent, as difintcr- 
eiled, and as wellTineaning as myfelf ; who 
had written f a very feafonable and inof- 
fenfiye treatife, exhorting the people of 
this kingdom to wear their own manu- 
fadures ; for which however the printer 
was profecuted with the utmoft virulence; 
Hkitjuryfent back nine times \ and the oian 
given up to the mercy of the court. 
The dean further obferved, that I was in 
a manner left alone to iland the battle i 
while others, who had ten thoufand times 
better talents than a drapier^ were fo 
prudent as to lie ftill ; and perh^ 
thought it no unpleaiant amufement to 
look on with fafcty, while another was 
giving them diver fion at the hazard of 
his liberty and fortune; and thought 

t The author means him • \o wear their own maou* 
Mf again ; in the difcourfe fadlurcs. 
advifing the peopli? of lula^ni 

they 
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tiiey made a fufficient recompence by a 
Kctle applaufe : whereupon he concluded 
with a {hort ftory of a Jew at Madrid ; 
who being condemned to the fire on ac> 
count of his religion, a crowd of fchool-* 
boys following him to the (lake, and ap- 
prehending they might lofe their /port if 
he ihould happen to recant, would often 
dap him on the back^ and cry, Sta firme^ 
M(^fe^ (MofeSy continue Jiedfaji). 
• \ allow this gentleman's advice to have 
been very good, and his obfervations juft ; 
and in one re^ft my condition is vvorfe 
than that of the Jew : for no recantation 
will fave me. However, it Qiould feem 
by fome late proceedings^ that my ftate is 
not alto^ther deplorable. This I can 
impute to nothing but the fteadinefs of 
two impartial grand-juries ', which hath 
confirmed in me an opinion I have long 
entertained ; that, as philofophers fay, 
virttte is feated in the middle ; fb in an- 
other fenfe, the little virtue left in the 
world is chiefly to be found among the 
middle rank of mankind, who are neither 
allured but of her paths by ambition^ nor 
driven by povertj. 

Since 
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Since the prociamatim occafioned by 
my laft letter, and a due preparation for 
proceeding again ft me in a court of ju- 
ftice, there have been two printed pa- 
pers clandellinely fpread about; where- 
of no man is able to trace the original, 
further than by cottjeSiure \ which, with 
its ufual charity, lays them to my ac- 
count. The former is intituled, Seafona^' 
bk advice^ and appears to have been in- 
tended for information of the grand- 
jury, upon the fuppofition of a bill to 
be prepared againft that letter. The 
other is an extract from a printed book 
of parliamentary proceedings, in the 
year 1680; containing an angry refo- 
lution of the houfe of commons in E.ng- 
land againit d/Jfolving grandjuries» As 
to the former, your lordfhip. will find it 
to be the work of a more artful hand 
than that of a common drapier. It hath 
been cenfured for endeavouring to in- 
fluence the minds' of a jury, which, 
ought to be wholly free and unbiafled ; , 
and for that reafon it is manifefl^ that 
no judge was ever known, either upon 
or off the bench, either by himfeif or 
6 his 
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his dependent s^ to ufe the leaji infinua- 
tioTty that might poffibly affed the paf- 
fions or interefts of any one Cmghjury^ 
man, much lefs of a whole jury ; where- 
of every man muji be convinced, who 
will juft give himfelf the trouble to dip 
into the common printed trials : fo as 
it is amazing to think, what a number 
of upright judges there have been in both 
kingdoms for above Jixty years pajl% 
which, confidering how long they held 
their offices during pleafure, as they Jlill 
do among us*, I account next to a mira- 
cle. 

As to the other paper, I muft con- 
fefs it is a (harp ceniure from an Eng" 
lijh houfe of commons againtt diffolv- 
ing grand-juries by any judge before 
the end of the term, affizes, or feflions, 
while matters are under their confide- 
ration, and not prefented, as arbitrary, 
illegal, deftrudive to public juftice, a 
manifeft violation of his oath, and as a 

• Perhaps this mny account manufailures^ rnd fuperaddcd 

for Whitfl>tf% condu£l. See to the Stafanablt advice to thi 

the notes prefix^id to the P> »- grand jury. 
ftfalfor the f»le ufe of Iri/t) 

Vol. X. O means 
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means to fubvert the fundamental laws of 
the kingdom. 

However, the publillier feems to have 
been miftaken in what he aimed at. For 
whatever dependaiice there may be oi Ire- 
land upon England^ I hope he would not 
infinuate, that the proceedings of a lord 
chief "jujlice in lrela?id muft depend upon 
a rejolution of an Englijh houfe of com- 
mons, Befides, that refolution^ although 
it were leveled againft a particular lord 
chief-juftice, Sir William Scroggs^ yet the 
occafion w^as diredily contrary. For 
Scroggs dijfolved the grand-jury of Lon- 
don for fear they Jhould prefent ; but ours 
in Dublin was dijfolved^ becaufe they 
would not prefent; which wonderfully al-- 
ters the cafe. And therefore a fecond 
grand jury fupplied that defect by mak- 
ing a prefentmcnt * that pleafed the whole 
kingdom. However, I think it is agreed 
by all parties, that both the one and the 
other jury behaved themfelves in fuch a 
manner, as ought to be remembered to 
their honour, while there fhall be any 

* Sec /i/^r^'w/wc*;// immediately preceding this letter. 

regard 
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tegard left among us for 'Otrtue or public 
Spirit. 

I am confident, your lordfliip will be 
of my fentiments in one thing ; that fome 
(hort plain authentic tra^l might be pub- 
lifhed for the information both oi petty 
and grand-juries y how far their power 
reacheth, and where it is limited; and 
that a printed copy of fuch a treatife might 
bedepofited in every court, to be confulted 
by the jurymen, before they confider of 
their verdid ; by which abundance of in- 
conveniences would be avoided, whereof 
innumerable inftances might be produced 
from former Times ; becaufe I will fay 
nothing of the prefent. 

I have read fomewhere of an Eajiern 
king, who put 2i judge to death for an 
iniquitous fentence, and ordered his hide 
to be Jitiffed into a cujhion^^ and placed 
upon the tribunal for the fon to lit on, 
who was preferred to his father's offide. I 
fancy, fuch a memorial might not have 
been unufefui to a fon of Sir William 
ScroggSy and that both he and his fuc- 
cef&rs would often wriggle in their feats, 

O a ^s 
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as long as the cujhion lafted : I wi{li 
tJie relator had told us what number of 
fuch cujhiom there might be in that 
country. 

I cannot but obferve to your lordfhip, 
how nice and dangerous a point it is 
grown, for a private perfon to inform 
the people, even in an afFair where the 
public intereft and fafety are fo highly 
concerned as that of Mr. lVood\ and 
this in a country where l(y^alty is wo- 
ven into the very hearts of the people, 
feems a little extraordinary. Sir Willsatn 
Scroggs was the firft who introduced that 
commendable acutenefs into the courts of 
judicature ; but how far this pradice hath 
been imitated by his fucceflbrs, ox ftrain- 
ed upon occafion, is out of my knowledge. 
When pamphlets unpleafing to the miniflry 
were prefented as libels, he would order 
the pffenfive paragraphs to be read be- 
fore him ; and faid it was ftrange, that 
the judges and lawyers of the Kings- 
bench (hpuld be duller than all the people 
of England : and he was often fo very 
happy in applying the initial letters of 

names, 



L E T T E R V. . 197 

names, and expounding dubious hints (the 
two common expedients among writers 
of that clafs for efcaping the law), that 
he difcovered much fmre than ever the 
authors intended ; as many of them, or 
their printers, found to their coft. If 
fuch methods arc to be followed in exa- 
mining what I have already written, or 
may write hereafter, upon the fubjeft of 
Mr. Woody I defy any man of fifty times 
my underftanding and caution to avoid 
being entrapped: unlefs he will be con- 
tent to write what none will read, by re- 
peating over the old arguments and com- 
putations, whereof the world is already 
grown weary. So that my good friend 
Harding lies under this dilemma ; either 
to let my learned works hang for ever a 
drying upon his lines 5 or venture to pub- 
lish them at the hazard of being laid by 
the heels. 

. I need not tell your lordfliip where the 
difficulty lies : it is true, that the king 
and the laws permit us to refufe this coin 
of Mr. Wood ; but at the fame time 
it is equally true, that the king and the 
laws permit us to receive it, Now, it is 

O 3 , barely 
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harely pojfible^ that the minifters in Rng^ 
land may not fuppofe the confequences 
of uttering that brafs among us to be fo 
ruinous as we apprehend ; bccaufe per- 
haps, if they underftcod it in that, light, 
they would in common humanity ufe 
their credit with his majefty for faving a 
mojl loyal kingdom from deJiruEiion. But 
as long as it (hall pleafe thofe great per- 
fons to think that coin will not h^fo very 
pernicious to us, we lie under the dif- 
advantage of being cenfured as obftinate 
in not complying with a royal patent. 
Therefore nothing remains but to make 
ufe of that liberty^ which the hing and 
the laws have left us, by continuing to 
refufe this coin ; and by frequent re- 
ynembrances to keep up that fpirit raifed^ 
againft it, which otherwife may b'e apt to 
flag, and perhaps in time to fink alto- 
gether. For, any public order againft 
receiving or uttering Mr. Wood's half- 
pence is not reafonably to be expeded 
in this kingdom without directions 
from Englajid^ which I think no body 
prefumes, or is fo fanguine to hope. 
jBut to confefs the truth, my lord, I 

begin 
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begin to grow weary of my office as a 
writer; and could heartily wifli it were 
devolved upon my brethren^ the makers of 
Jongs and ballads^ who perhaps are the 
beft qualified at prefent to gather up the 
gleanings of this controverfy. As to my- 
felf, it hath been my misfortune to begin, 
and purfue it upon a wrong foundation. 
For, having detefted the frauds and 
falflioods of this vile impoftor Wood in 
every part, I fooliftily difdained to have 
recourfe to whining^ lamentin^y and cry- 
ing for mercy, but rather chofe to appeal 
to law and liberty^ and the common rights 
of mankind, without confidering the c//- 
maie I was in. 

Since your laft refidence in Ireland^ 
I frequently have taken my nag to ride 
about your grounds ; where I fancied 
myfelf to feel an air of freedom breath- 
ing round me ; and I am glad the low 
condition of a tradefman did not qua- 
lify me to wait on you at your houfe; 
for then, I am afraid, my writings would 
not have efcaped feverer cenfures. But 
I have lately fold my nag, and honeftly 
told his greatcft fault, which was that 

O4 of 
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of fnufFing up the air about BrachJenv 
Jlman ; whereby he became fuch a lover 
of liberty^ that I could fcarce hold him 
in. I have likewife buried at the bot- 
tom of a ftrong cheft your lordfliip's 
writings under a heap of others, that 
treat of liberty j and fpread over a layer 
or two of HobbeSy F'tlmer^ Bodirty and 
many more authors of that ftamp, to be 
r^adieft at hand, whenever I (hall be 
difpofed to take, up a newfeit of princi- 
ples in government. In the me^n time 
I deilgn quietly to look to my (hop, and 
keep as far out' of your lordfliip's influ- 
ence as poflible ; and, if you ever fee 
any more of my writings on this fubjed, 
I promife you fliall find them as innor 
cent, as infipid, and without a fting, a^ 
what I have now offered you. But, if 
your lordfliip will pleafe fo give me aq 
eafy leafe of fome part of your eflate iij 
Tprkpire, thjther will I carry my cheft : 
and turning it upfide down, refume my 
political reading where I left off j fee4 
pn plain homely fare, and live ^nd die 
a free honcfl:£»^/^ farmer; but not with-: 
put' regret for leavirtg my countrymeq 

pn-r 
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under the dread of the brazen talons of 
Mr. Wood: my moft loyal and innocent 
countrymen ; to whom I owe fo much for 
their good opinion oi me, and my poor 
endeavours to ferve theip. I am, with 
the greateft refped, 

My Lord^ 

your lordjhip^s 

moji obedient 

fmd moft hutnhk fervant^ 

]From my (hop in M. B. 

St. FranciS'Jireet, 
Pecf^y J724. 

Thefc papers (for the^;if^i& zndfevenib letters were not pub- 
llflied till long afterwards) prevailed, notwithftanding 
threats, profecutions, and imprifonment, againft all the 
influence of power and all the artifices of cunning : per- 
ifons of every rank and every fe£l united with the drapier. 
in the common caufe, his health was a perpetual tbaft, and 
hb effigies were difplayed in every ftreet ; fToodwzs com- 
pelled to withdraw his patent, and his half-pence were 
totally fupprefTed. 



BY many paflagcs in the following letter, and by the date 
October 6, 1724, it appears to have been written foon 
after the proclamation againft the drapier for his fourth 
letter, and before the jury had thrown out the bill of in- 
diSment. At this crifts perhaps the dean did not chufe to 
refume a character which was become obnoxious, and 
therefore wrote in his own : the original was figned with 
his name, though it appeared to have been obliterated by 
another hand : for fome reafon the publication of it was 
delayed, and it wasfirft printed in an edition of the dean's 
works publi(bed at Dublin in I735- This however is not 
the only reafon why it is placed after the fifth letter, for 
the fifth letter appears to have been fubftituted in its (lead, 
and not intended to follow it. The fourth letter, both in 
this and in the fifth is called the Iqfi^ which could not have 
happened if both had been parts of the fame feries. 

The reader will now cafily account for thofe paffages in the 
iixth, by which the profecution againfl Harding appears 
to be depending, though in the fifth it is mentioned as 
pad. 



LETTER 

TO THE 

LORD CHANCELLOR 
MIDDLETON*. 

Written in the year 1724. 

My Lord, 

IDeiire you will confider me as a mem- 
ber, who comes in at the latter end 
of a debate ; or as a lawyer, who fpeaks 
to a caufe when the matter hath been 
almoft exhaufled by thofe who fpoke 
before. 

I remember fome months ago I was 
at your houfe upon a commiflion, where 
I am one of the governors ; but I went 
thither not fo much on account of the 
^commiflion, as to afk you fome queftions 
concerning Mr. Wood^s patent to coin 
Tjalf-pence for Ireland \ where you very 

* He figned the proclamation againft the Jrapier. 

freely 
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freely told me in a mixt company, how 
much you had been al^^ys againil that 
wicked projed*; which raifed in me an 
efieem for you fo far, that I went in a 
few day& to make you a vifit after many 
years intermiflion. I am likewife told, 
that your fon wrot^ two letters from 
JLioru^ (one of which I have feen], em- 
powering thofe, to 'whom they were di- 
reded, to afTure his friends, that where« 
as there was a malicious report fpread 
of his engaging himfelf to Nfr. Walpoh 
for forty thoufand pounds of Wood's coin 
to be received in Ireland^ the faid re- 
port was fal(e and groundlefs; and he 
had n^ver difcourfed with that minifier 
pri this fubje(9t, nor would ever give his 
confent to have one farthing of the faid 
poin ipurrent here. And although it be 
Jong fiiice I have given myfelf the trou- 
ble of conyerljng with people of titles 
or flation; \ yet I have been told by thofe 
who can take up with fuch amufements, 
that there is not a coniiderable perlbn 

* Lord ASJJleton, though an enemy to Wtott^ prcnefl, 
he- figned the proclamation as appears by feveral pail»gcs 
92ainft the irapitr^ was yet i« this Iptter^ 

of 
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f the kingdom fcrupulous in any fort 
> declare his opinion. But all this is 
eedlefs to alledge, when we confider^ 
bat the niinous confequences of Wood's 
atent have been in ftrongly reprefent- 
d by both houfes of parliament ; by the 
rivy-council ; the lord mayor and al- 
ermen of jD«M"» ; by fo many corpo- 
itions ; and the concurrence of the 
irincipal gentlemen in moft counties at 
heir quartcr-feffions, without any re- 
;sird to party,* religion, or nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the cur- 
ency of thefe half-pence would in the 
iniverfal opinion of our people be utter- 
y deftrudive to this kingdom; and 
xmfequently that it is every man's duty 
lot only to refufe this coin himfelf, but 
is far as in him- lies, to perfuade others 
do the like ; and whether this be done 
n private or in print, is all a cafe ; as 
10 kyman is forbidden to write, or ta 
iifcourfe upon religious or moral fub- 
edts, although he may not do it in a 
pulpit (at lead in our church). Neither 
Is this an afl^ir of flate, until authority 
(hall think fit to declare it lb : or if you 
I fhould 
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fliould undcrftand it in that finfe, yet 
you will pleafe to confider, that I am not 
now preaching. 

Therefore I do think it my duty, fince 
the drdpier will probably be no more 
hear4of) fo far to fupply his place, as 
not ^ incur his fortune : for I have learnt 
from old experience, that there are times 
wherein a man ought to be cautious as 
well as innocent. I therefore hope, that 
preferving both thofe chara<ftersy I may 
be allowed, by offering new arguments 
or enforcing old ones, to refrefli the me- 
mory of my fellow- fubjeds, and keep 
up that good fpirit raifed among them 
to preferve themfelves from utter ruin by 
lawful means, and fuch as are permitted 
by his majefly. 

I believe you will pleafe to allow me 
two propofitions : firft, that we are a 
moft loyal people ; and fecondly, that 
we are a free people, in the common ac- 
ceptation of that word applied to a fub- 
je<^ under a limited monarch. I know 
very well, that you and I did many years 
ago in difcourfe differ much in the pre* 
fence of lord Wharton about the mean- 
ing 
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ing of that word liberty with relation to 
Ireland, But if you will not ^low us to 
be a free people; there is only another 
appellation left, which I doubt, my lord 
chief juftice Whitjhed would call me to 
account for, if I venture to be|bw: 
for I obferved (and I fhall never nlget 
upon what occafion) the device upon 
his coach to be Libertas ^ natalefolum^ 
at the very point of time when he was 
fitting in his court, and perjuring him- 
felf to betray both. * 

Now, as for our loyalty to his pre- 
sent majefty ; if it hath ever been equal- 
led in any other part of his dominions^ 
I am fure it hath never been exceeded : 
and I am confident he hath not a mi- 
nifter in England^ who could ever call 
it once in queftion ; but that fome hard 
rumours at leaft have been tranfmitted 
from t'other fide the water, I fuppofe 
you will not doubt : and rumours of the 
fevered kind ; which many good peo- 
ple have imputed to the indiredl pro- 
ceeding of Mr. Wood2xA his emiflaries: 
as if he endeavoured it {hould be thought, 

* See the addrefs U bttS boufts cfparliamtnty by M. B. drapier, 

3 that 
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that our loyalty depended upon the tell 
of refufing or taking hJs copper. Now^ 
as I am fure you will admit us to be a 
loyal people ; fo you will think it par- 
donable in us to hope for all proper 
marks of favour and protedion from fo 
gracious a king, that a loyal and free 
people can exped : among which; we 
all agree in reckoning this to be one$ 
that Woods half- pence may never have 
entrance into this kingdom. And this 
we fliall continue to iioijh^ when we dare 
no longer exprefs our wifhes ; although 
there were no fuch mortal as a drapier 
in the world. 

I am heartily forry, that any writer 
ihould in a caufe fo generally approved 
give occaficKi to the government and 
council to charge him with * paragraphs 
*' highly refleding upon his majcfty 
*' and his minifters; tending to alienate 
•* the afFedions of his good fubjeds in 
** England dead Ireland from each other; 
*' and to promote fedition among the 
" people." I muft confefs, that with 
many others I thought he meant well ; 

* In the drapitr's 4th letter. 

although 
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although he might have the failing of bet- 
ter writers, to be not always fortunate in 
the manner of expreffing himfelf* 

However, fince the drapier is but one 
man, I fhall think I do a public fcr- 
vice by aflerting, that the reft of my 
countrymen are wholly free from learn- 
ing out of his pamphlets to refle<a on the 
king or his minifters, and to breed fedition. 
I ,folemnly declare, that I never once 
heard the leaft reflexion caft upon the 
-king on the fubjed of Mr. TVood's coin : 
for in many difcourfes on this matter, I 
do not remember his majefty's name to be 
fb mnch as mentioned. As to the mi- 
niftry in England^ the only two perfona 
hinted at were the duke of Grafton and 
Mr. Walpole : the former, as I have heard 
you and a hundred others affirm, declared 
that he never faw the patent in favour of 
Mr. TVood^ before it was pafled, although 
he was then lord lieutenant : and there- 
fore I fuppofe every body believes that 
his grace hath been wholly unconcerned 
in it ever fince. 

Mr. IValpok was indeed fuppoled to 

be underftood by the letter JV, in feve- 

VoL. X. P ral 
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ral news papers ; where it is faid that 
fome expreffions fell from him not very 
favourable to the people of Ireland-, for 
the truth of which the kingdom is not 
to anfwer, any more than for the dif- 
cretion of the publifliers. You obferye, 
the drapier wholly clears Mr. Walpoh 
of this charge by very ftrong arguments ; 
and fpcaks of him with civility. I can- 
not deny myfelf to have been often pre- 
fent, where the company gave their o- 
pinion that Mr. Walpole favoured Mr. 
Wood's proje£ls, which I always con- 
tradidcd ; and for my own part never 
once opened my lips againft that mini- 
ller, either in mixed or particular meet- 
ings : and my reafon for this referved- 
nefs was ; becaufe it pleafed him in the 
queens time (I mean queen Anne of 
ever bkfled memory) to make a fpeech 
dirtdly againft me by name in the houfe 
of commons, as I was told a very few 
minutes after in the court of requejis by 
more than fifty members. 

But you, who are in a great ftation 
};cre (if any thing here may be called 
great), cannot be ignorant, that who- 
ever is underftood by public voice to be 

chief 
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chief minifter, will among the general 
talkers fliare the blame, whether juftly or 
no, of every thing that is difliked j which 
I could eafily make appear in many in- 
ftances from my own knowledge, while I 
was in the world ; and particularly in th« 
cafe of the * greateft, the wifeft, and the 
moft uncorrupt minifter I ever converfed 
with. 

But whatever unpleafing opinion feme 
people might conceive of Mr. Walpok 
on account of thofe half-pence, I dare 
boldly affirm it was entirely owing to 
Mr. Wood, Many perlbns of credit come 
from England have affirmed to me and 
others, that they have feen letters un- 
der his hand, full of arrogance and info- 
lence towards Ireland^ and boafting of 
his favour with Mr. TValpok ; which is 
highly probable ; becaufe he reafonably 
thought it for his intereft to fpread fuch a 
report, and becaufe it is the known talent 
of low and little fpirits, to have a great 
man's name perpetually in their mouths. 

Thus I have fufficiently juftified the 
people of Irelaf:d from learning any bad 

* SuppefidtB h the lord trtafuitr Oxford. 

P 2 lelTon 
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IcfTon out of the drapiers pamphlets with 
reward to his majefty and his minifters : 
and therefore, if thofe papers were intend- 
ed to fow fedition among us, God be 
thanked the feeds have fallen upon a very 
improper foil. 

As to alienating the affe^ions of the 
people of England and Ireland from each 
other; I believe the drapier^ whatever 
his intentions were, hath left that matter 
juft as he found it. 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, 
as well in country as in town ; and 
therefore take myfelf to be as well in- 
formed as moft men in the difpofitions 
of each people towards the other. By the 
people I underftand here, only the bulk of 
the common people ; and I defire no law- 
yer may diftort or eitend my meaning. 

There is a vein of induftry and par- 
fimony, that runs through the whole peo- 
ple of England^ which, added to the eafi- 
nefs of their rents, makes them rich and 
fturdy. As to Ireland^ they know little 
more of it than they do of Mexico ; fur- 
ther than that it is a country fubje<ft to 
the king of Englafid, full of bogs, inha- 
bited 
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bited by wild Irijh papiftsy who are kept • 
in awe by mercenary troops fent from 
thence: and their general opinion is, 
that it were better for England if this 
whole ifland were funk, into the fea : for 
they have a tradition, that every forty 
years there mull be a rebellion in 
Ireland, I have feen the groffcft fuppo- 
iitions pafs upon them : that the wild 
Irijb were taken in toy Is ; but that in 
fome time they would grow fo tame 
as to eat out of your hands : I have been 
afked by hundreds, and particularly by 
my neighbours your tenants at Pcpfer- 
hara, whether I had come from Ireland 
by fea: and, upon the arrival oi^wlrijl} 
man to a country town, I have known 
crouds coming about him, and wonder- 
ing to fee him look fo much better than 
themfelves. 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, 
that, pafllng fome months ago through 
Northampton^ and finding the whole 
town in a flurry, with bells, bonfires, 
and illuminations ; upon aflcing the caufe, 
he was told, it was for joy that the 
IriJh had fubmitted to receive Woods 
P 3 half- 
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half-pence. This, I think, plainly (hews 
what fentiments that large town hath 
of us ; and how little they made it their 
own cafe ; although they lie dire6Hy in 
our way to London^ and therefore can- 
not but be frequently convinced that we 
have human fhapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, 
they confift either of IrifiD papijisy who 
are as inconliderable in point of power 
as the women and children ; or of Eng- 
lifi> prcteflantSy who love their brethren 
of that kingdom, although they may 
pofTibly fometimes complain when they 
think they are hardly ufed : however, 
I confefs, I do not fee that it is of any 
great confequence, how their perfbnal 
affections ftand to each other, while the 
iea divides them, and while they con- 
tinue in their loyalty to the fame prince. 
And yet I will appeal to you, whether 
thofe from England have realbn to com- 
plain, when they come hither in pur- 
luit of their fortunes ? or, whether the 
people of Ireland have reafon to boaft, 
w hen they go to England upon the fame 
defign? 

■' ' My 
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My fecond proportion was, that wc 
o^ Ireland 2ixc a free people: this, I fup- 
pofe, you will allow, at leaft with cer- 
tain limitations remaining in your own 
bread. However, I am fure it is not 
criminal to affirm; becaufe the words 
liberty and property, as applied to the 
fubjed, are often mentioned in both 
houfes of parliament, as well as in yours 
and other courts below : from whence it 
muft follow that the people oi Ireland 
do, or ought to enjoy all the benefits of 
the common and ilatute law ; fuch as 
to be tried by juries, to pay no money 
without their own confent as reprefent- 
ed in parliament, and the like. If this 
be fo, and if it be univerfally agreed 
that a free people cannot by law be com- 
pelled to take any money in payment, ex- 
cept gold and lilver ; I do not fee why any 
man fliould be hindered from caution- 
ing his countrymen againft this coin of 
William Wood\ who is endeavouring by 
fraud to rob us of that property, which 
the laws have fecured. If I am miftaken, 
and this copper can be obtruded on us, 
I would put the drapiers cafe in an- 
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ther light by fuppofing, that a perfon 
going into his (hop flaould agree for thir- 
ty {hillings worth of goods, and force 
the feller to take his payment in a par^ 
eel of copper-pieces intrinfically not 
worth above a crown : I defire to know 
whether the drapier would not be adu- 
ally robbed of five and twenty fliiilings ; 
and how far he could be faid to be mafler 
of his property ? The fame queftioa 
may be applied to rents and debts on 
bond or mortgage, and to all kind of 
commerce whatfoever. 

Give me leave to do what the drapier 
hath dene more than once before me ; 
which is, to relate the naked fa<5t, as it 
ftands in the view of the world. 

One JVilliain Wood., Efq; and bard- 
ware- man, obtains by fraud a patent in 
Etiglufjd to coin 108,000/. in copper 
to pafs in Irela?7dy leaving us liberty to 
take or to refufe. The people here, in 
all forts of bodies and reprefentatives, do 
openly and heartily declare, that they 
will not accept this coin : to juftify thefe 
declarations, they generally offer two rea^ 
fons 3 firft, becaufe by the words of the 

patent 
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patent they arc left to their own choice ; 
and fecondly, becaufe they are not o- 
bliged by law : fb that you Tee there is, 
Bellum atque virum^ a kingdom on one 
fide, and William Wood on the other. 
And if Mr. Word gets the vidory at the 
expence of Ireland's ruin, and the profit 
of one or two hundred thoufand pounds 
(I mean by continuing, and counter- 
feiting as long as he lives) for himfelf ; 
I doubt, both prefent and future ages 
will at leaft think it a very lingular 
fcheme. 

If this fad be truly ftated, I muft 
confefs, I look upon it as my duty, fo 
far as God hath enabled me, and as long 
as I keep within the bounds of truth, of 
duty, and of decency, to warn my fellow- 
fubjeds as they value their king, their coun- 
try, and all that ought or can be dear to 
them, never to admit this pernicious coin ; 
no not (o much as one fingle half-penny. 
For if one fingle thief forces the door, it is 
in vain to talk of keeping out the whole 
crew behind. 

And while I fliall be thus employed, 

J will never give myfelf leave to fuppofe 

5 that 
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that what I fay can either offend my 
* lord lieutenant i whofe perfon and great 
qualities I have always highly refpe6led 
(as I am fure his excellency will be my 
witnefs), or the minifters in England^ 
with whom I have nothing to do, or 
they with me ; much lefs the privy-coun- 
cil here; who, as I am informed, did 
fend an addrefs to his majefty againfl Mr. 
WoodU coin ; which if it be a miftake, 
I defire I may not be accufed for a 
fpreader of falfe news: but I confefs, I 
am fo great a (Granger to af&irs, that, 
for any thing I know, the whole body 
of the council may fince have been 
changed : and although I obfcrved fome 
of the very fame names in a late decla- 
ration againft that coin, which I fa\y 
fubfcribed to the proclamation againft 
the drapier^ yet poflibly they may be 
different perfons : for they are utterly un- 
known to me, and are like to continue fo. 
In this controverfy, where the rea- 
foners on each fide are divided by St. 
George s channel, his majefty 's preroga- 
tive perhaps would not have been nien- 

* Lord Carteret, aflnwardi earl Granville. 

tioned. 
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tioned, if Mr. Wood and his advocates 
had not made it neceilary, by giving out 
that the currency of his coin (hould be 
enforced by a proclamation. The traders 
and common people of the kingdom 
were heartily willing to refufe this coin ; 
but the fear of a proclamation brought 
along with it moft dreadful apprehen- 
flons. It was therefore abfolutely necef- 
fary for the drapier to remove this dif- 
ficulty ; and accordingly in one of his 
former pamphlets he produced invin- 
cible arguments (wherever he picked 
them up), that the king's prerogative was 
not at all concerned in the matter ; iince 
the law had fufEciently provided againfl: 
any coin to be impofed on the fubjedt, 
except gold and filver ; and that copper 
is not money, but, as it hath been proper- 
ly called, nummorum famulus. 

The three former letters from the 
drapier having not received any public 
cenfure, I look upon them to be with* 
out exception ; and that the good peo- 
ple of the kingdom ought to read them 
often, in order to keep up that fpirit raif- 
ed againft this deftruiftive coin of Mr. 

Wood : 



220 TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Wood: as for tWs laft letter, againft which 
ai proclamation is ifTued ; I fhall only 
fay, that I could wifli it were ftripped of 
all that can be any way exceptionable ; 
which I would not think it below me 
to undertake, if my abilities were equal ; 
but, being naturally fomewhat flow of 
comprehenfion, no lawyer, and apt to 
believe the belt of thofe who profefs 
good defigns without any vifible motive 
either of profit or honour ; I might pore 
for ever, without diftinguifliing the cockle 
from the corn. 

That which I am told gives the great- 
eft offence in this laft letter * is, where 
the drapier affirms, that, if a rebellion 
Ihould prove fo fuccefsful as to fix the 
pretender on the throne of England^ he 
would venture fo far to tranfgrefs the 
Irijh ftatute, which unites Ir eland X.o Eng- 
land under one king, as to lofe every drop 
of his blood to hinder him from being 
king oi Ireland, 

1 (hall not prefume to vindicate any 
man, who openly declares he would 
tranfgrefs a ftatute; and a ftatute of 

* Letter iv. fee the note prefixed to this letter. 

fuch 
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fuch importance : but, with the moft 
humble fubmiflion and defire of pardon 
for a verry innocent miftake) I fhould 
be apt to think, that the loyal intention 
of the writer might be at leaft fbme fmall 
extenuation of his crime; for in this 
I confefs myfelf to think with the dra- 
pier, 

I have not been hitherto told of any 
other objedions againft that pamphlet ; 
but I fuppofe, they will all appear at the 
profecution o( the drapier. And I think, 
whoever in his own confcience believes 
the faid pamphlet to be wicked and ma- 
liciousy Jeditious and fcandalous, highly 
reJleSiing upon his fnajejly afid his mini- 
fterSj &c. would do well to difcover the 
author (as little a friend as I am to the 
trade of informers), although the reward 
of 300 /. had not been tack'd to the 
difcovery, I own, it would be a great 
fatisfadion to me to hear the arguments 
not only of judges, but of lawyers upon 
this cafe. Becaufe you cannot but know, 
there often happens occafions, wherein 
it would be very convenient that the 
bulk of the people fhould be informed 

how 
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how they ought to condudt themfelves 9 
and therefore it hath been the wifdom 
©rthe Englijh parliaments to be very re- 
ferved in limiting the prefs. When a bill 
is debating in either houfe of parliament 
there, nothing is more ufual, than to 
have the controverfy handled by pam- 
phlets on both fides, without the leafi 
animadverfion upon the authors. 

So here, in the cafe of Mr. Wood and 
his coin ; fince the two houfes gave their 
opinion by addrefles, how dangerous the 
currency of that copper would be to Ire- 
landy it was without all queftion both 
lawful and convenient, that the bulk c^ 
the people (hould be let more particu- 
larly into the nature of the danger they 
were in, and of the remedies that were 
in their own power, if they would have 
the fcnfe to apply them ; and this can- 
not be more conveniently done, than by 
particular perfons, to whom God hath 
given zeal and underftanding fufficient 
for fuch . an undertaking. Thus it hap- 
pened in the cafe of that deftrudlivc 
project for a bank in Ireland., which was 
brought into parliament a izvt years ago ; 

and 
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and it was allowed, that the arguments 
and writings of feme without doors con- 
tributed very much to rejedl it. 

Now I (hould be heartily glad, if 
fome able lawyers would prefcribe the 
limits, how far a private man may ven- 
ture in delivering his thoughts upon pub- 
lic matters : becaufe a true lover of his 
country may think it hard to be a qui- 
et ftander-by, and an indolent looker-on, 
while a public error prevails, by which 
a whole nation may be ruined. Every- 
man who enjoys property, hath fome 
fliare in the publick; and therefore the 
care of the publick is in fome degree 
ever) iuch man's concern. 

To come to particulars ; I could wiflb 
to know, whether it be utterly unlaw- 
ful in any writer fo much as to mention 
the prerogative ; at leaft fo far as to bring 
it into doubt upon any point whatfo- 
ever: I know it is often debated in 
fFeJiminfler-hall', and Sir Edward Coke, 
as well as other eminent lawyers, do 
frequently handle that fubjed in their 
books. 

Secondly, how far the prerogative ex- 
tends 



n 
4 



224 TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
tends to force coin upon the fubjed^ 
which is not Aerling ; Aich as lead, brafs, 
copper, mixt metal, (hells, leather, or any 
other material ; and fix upon it what- 
ever denomination the crown (hall think 
fit? 

Thirdly y what is really and truly meant 
by that phrafe of a depending kingdom^ as 
applied to Ireland^ and wherein that depen- 
dency confifteth ? 

Lajifyy In what points relating to li- 
berty and property ^^t. people ai Ireland 
differ, or at leaft ought to differ, from thofe 
of England* 

If thefe particulars were made fo clear 
that none could miftake them, it would 
be of infinite eafe and ufe to the king- 
dom ; and either prevent or filence all 
difcontents. 

My lord Sommers, the greateft man 
I ever knew of your robe, and whofc 
thoughts of Ireland differed as far as 
heaven and earth from thofe of ibme 
others among his brethren here, lament- 
ed to me, that the prerogative of the 
crown or the privileges of parliament 
(hould ever be liable to difpute in any 

fingle 
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glc branch of cither ; by which means, 

hid, the publick often fufFered great 
onventences, whereof he gave me 
era! inftanccs. I produce the autho- 
f of fo eminent a perfon to juftify my 
Sres, that fome high points might be 
ared. 

For want of fuch known afcertain- 
SHt how far a writer may proceed in 
prefling his good wiQies for his coun- 
, a perfon of the moft innocent in- 
itbns may poflibly, by the oratory and 
tnments of lawyers, be charged with. 
my crimes, which from his very foul 
abhors; and confequently may be 
lued in his fortunes, and left to rot 
long thieves in fome ftinking jail, 
trely for miftaking the purlieus of the 
V. I have known in my life-time a 
inter profecuted and coovidled for pub- 
hing a * pamphlet, where the au- 
or*s intentions, I am confident, were as 
K)d and innocent as thofe of a martyr 

his laft prayers. I did very lately, as 

* Suppofed lo te, A propo- hiflx manufaAures, writtm 
for the univerfal ufe of by tbt mttbtr. 

Vol, X. Q^ I though: 
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I thought it my duty, preach to the peo- 
ple under my infpe£fcion upon the fub- 
jed of Mr. Wood's coin ; and although 
I never heard that my fermon gave the 
Icaft offence, as I am fure none was 
intended, yet, if it were now printed and 
publiflied, I cannot fay, I would infure 
it from the hands of the common hang- 
man, or my own perfon from thofe of a 
meflenger. 

I have heard the late chief juftice Holt 
affirm, that in all criminal cafes the moft 
favourable interpretation fhould be put 
upon words that they can poflibly bear. 
You meet the fame portion aflerted in 
many trials for the greateft crimes; 
though often very ill pradtifed by the 
perpetual corruption of judges. And I 
remember at a trial in Kenty where Sir 
George Rook was indi<3:ed for calling a 
gentleman knave and villain, the lawyer 
for the defendant brought off his client, 
by alledging that the words were not 
injurious ; for knave in the old and true 
fignification imported only a fervant; 
and villain in Latin is vilUcuSj which is 

n<9 
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no more than a man employed in country 
labour, or rather a baily. 

If Sir yohn Holt's opinion were a 
ftandard maxim for all times and circum-' 
fiances, any writer with a very fmall mea- 
fure of difcretion might ealily be fafe 5 
but I doubt in pradice it hath been 
frequently controlled, at lead before his 
time : for I take it to be an old rule in 
law. 

I have read, or heard, a paflage of 
fignor Lett an Italian ; who, being in 
London^ bulying himfelf with writing the 
hiftory of England, told king Charles the 
iecond, that he endeavoured as much 
as he could to avoid giving offence, 
but found it a thing impoflible, al- 
though he fbould have been as wife as 
Solomon^ The king anfwered, that, if 
this were the cafe, he had better employ 
his time in writing proverbs, as Solo- 
mon did : but Lett lay under no pub- 
lic neceflity of writing; neither would 
England have been one half-pepny the 
better or the worfe, whether he writ or 
no. 

(^2 This 
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This I mention, becaufe I know it 
will readily be objeded, what have pi> 
vate men to do. with the publick ? what 
call had a drapier to turn politician, to 
meddle in matters of ftate ? would not 
his time have been better employed in 
looking to his ihop ; or his pen in writ- 
ing proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands, 
and wonders ? he would then have been 
oiii' of all danger of proclamations and 
profecutions. Have we not able magi- 
il rates and counfeUors hourly watching 
over the public-weal ? All this may be 
true: and yet when the addrdTes from 
both houfes of parliament againll Mr 
Wooers half- pence failed of fuccefs, if 
fome pen had not been employed to in- 
form the people how far they might le- 
gally proceed in refufing that coin, to 
dered: the fraud, the artifice, and info- 
lence of the coiner, and to lay open the 
moft ruinous confequences to the whole 
kingdom, which would inevitably fol- 
low from the currency of the ferd coin, 
I might appeal to many hundred thou- 
fand people, whether any one of them 

would 
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would ever have had the courage or fa- 
^K:ity to refufe it. 

If this copper (hould begin to make 
its way among the common ignorant 
people, we are inevitably undone. It is 
they, who give us the greateft appre- 
faenlion, being eafily frighted, and gree- 
dy to fwallow mif-informations ; for, if 
every man were wife enough to und^:-- 
ftand his own intereft, which is every 
man*s principal ftudy, there would be 
BO need of pamphlets upon this occa- 
fion : but as things ftand, I have thought 
19 abfolutely neceflary, from my duty to 
God, my king, and my country, to in* 
form the people, that the proclamation 
lately iiTued againfl the drapier doth 
not in the lead: afFe(^ the cafe of Mr. 
Wood and his coin ; but only refers to 
certain paragraphs in the drapier s laft 
pamphlet * (not immediately relating 
to his fubjedl, nor at all to the merits of 
the caufe), which the government was 
jdeafed to diflike \ fb that any man has 
the' iame liberty to rejed, to, write, and 
to declare again^ this coin, which 

f The4thktter, 

<i.3 t« 
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he had before : neither is any man ob- 
liged to believe, that thofe honourable 
perfons (whereof you are the firft) who 
ligned that memorable proclamation a- 
gainft the drapicr^ have at all changed 
their opinions with regard to Mr. Woodi 
or his coin. 

Therefore, concluding myfelf to be 
thus far upon a fafe and fure foot, I 
(hall continue upon any proper occafi- 
on, as God enables me, to revive and 
prefer ve that fpirit raifed in the nation 
(whether the real author were a real 
drapkr or no is little to the purpofe) 
againft this horrid defign of Mr. Wood\ 
at the fame time carefully watching eve- 
ry ttroke of my pen, and venturing on- 
ly to incur the public cenfure of the 
world as a writer, not of my lord chief 
juftice Whkpoed as a criminal. When- 
ever an order ftiall come out by autho-r 
rity, forbidding all men upon the high- 
eft penalties to offer any thing in writ^ 
ing or difcourfe again ft Mr. IVood^s half- 
pence, I (hall certainly fubmit. How- 
ever, if that fliould happen, I am de — 
ttrmined to he fomcwhat more than th^ 
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kft man in the kingdom to receive 
them ; becaufe I will never receive- them 
at all : for although I know how to be 
iilent, I have not yet learned to pay ac- 
tive obedience againft my confciencc, 
and the public fafety. 

I defire to put a cafe, which I think 
the drapier in fome of his books hath. 
put before me; although not fo fully 
as it requires. 

You know the copper half-pence in 
England are coined by the publick ; and 
every piece worth pretty near the value 
of the copper. Now fuppofe, that, in- 
ftead of the public coinage, a patent 
had been granted to fome private, ob- . 
fcure perfon, for coining a proportion- 
able quantity of copper in that king- 
dom, to what Mr. U^ood is preparing in 
this ; and all of it at leaft five times be- 
low the intrinfic value : the current mo- 
ney of England is reckoned to be twen- 
ty millions-; and ours under * five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds: by this compu- 
tation, as Mr. fFood hath power to give 
us 108,000 pounds; fo the patentee in 

* // isjince funk to aoo,000 /. 

Q^ 4 England, 
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England by the fame proportiQa might 
circulate four millions three hundred 
and twenty thoufand pounds \ be^de$ 
as much more by ftealth and counter- 
feits. Idefirc to know from you, whe- 
ther the parliament might not have adr 
drciled upon fuch an occafion ; what 
fuccefs they probably would havie hadj 
and how many drapiers would have 
rifen to pefter the world witl^ pamphlets? 
yet that kingdpm would not be fo great 
a fufFerer as ours in the like cafe ; bo* 
caufe their cafli would not be conveyed 
into foreign countries, but l|e hid in the 
chefts pf cautious thrifty men pntil 
better times. Then I defire, fpr the fatif- 
fadion of the publick, that you will 
pleafe to inform me, why this country 
is treated in fo very different a manner 
in a point pf fuch high importance; 
whether it be on account of P^imngs 
ad J of fubordinatjon ; dependence ; or 
any other term of art, which 1 (hall 
not conteft, but am too dull to undcr- 
f):and. 

I am very fenfiWe, that the good or 
ill fuccefs of Mr. Wood will afedt you 

lefs 
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lt& thaii any perfon of confequence in 
^ kingdom $ Ijecaufe I hear you arc 
fo prudent as to make all your purchafes 
in England \ and truly fo would T, if 
I ha4 money, although I were to pay a 
hundred years purchafe ; becaufe I fhould 
be glad to pof^f^ a freehold, that could 
not be ^^en froni me by any Jaw to 
which I did not gjve my own confent 5 
and where I fhould never be it^ danger 
of receiving my rents in mixt copper at 
the lo(s of fixteeq (hillings in the pound. 
You can live in eafe and plenty at 
Pepper-bara in Surrey ; and therefore I 
thought it extremely generous and pub- 
lic-fpirited in you to be of the king- 
dom's fide in this difpute, by (hewing 
without referve your " difapprobation of 
Mr. Wood's defign 5 at leaft if you have 
been fo frank tp others as you were to 
ine ^ which indepd I could not but wont 
der at, confidering how much we dif- 
fer in other points ; and therefore I could 
get but few believers, when I attempted 
to juftify you in this article from your 
own words. 

J would humbly offer another thought, 

which 
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which I do not remember to have fal- 
len under the drapiers obfervation. If 
thefe half' pence ihould once gain ad- 
mittance, it is agreed, that in no long 
fpace of time, what by the clandeftine 
pradices of the coiner, what by his own 
counterfeits, and thofe of others either 
from abroad or at home, his limited 
quantity would be tripled upon us, un- 
til there would not be a grain of gold 
or {liver vifible in the nation. This in 
my opinion would lay a heavy charge 
upon the crown, by creating a neceility 
of tranfmitting money from England to 
pay the falaries at leaft of the princi- 
pal civil officers : for I do not conceive 
how a judge (for inftance) could fup- 
port his dignity with a thoufand pounds 
a year in Wood's coin ; which would 
not intrinfically be worth near two hun- 
dred. To argue that thefe half-pence, 
if no other coin were current, would 
anfwer the general ends of commerce 
among ourfelves, is a great miftake ; and 
the drapicr hath made that matter too 
clear to admit an anfwer, by fhewing 
us what every owner of land muft be 

forced 
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forced to do with the products of it in 
fuch a diftrcfs. You may read his re- 
marks at large in his fecond or third let- 
ter ; to which I refer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but ob- 
ferve, that for feveral months paft there 
have more papers been written in this 
town, fuch as they are, all upon the 
beft public principle, the love of our 
country, than perhaps hath been known 
in any other nation in fo (hort a time : 
I fpeak in general from the drapier 
down to the maker of ballads', and all 
without any regard to the common mo-; 
lives of writers ; which are profit, fa- 
vour, and reputation. As to profit, I 
am affured by pferfons of credit, that the 
beft ballad upon Mr. Wood will not 
yield above a groat to the author ; and 
the unfortunate adventurer Harding * de- 
clares he never made the drapier any 
prefent, except one pair of fciifers. As 
to favour, whoever thinks to make his 
court by oppofing Mr. JVood is not 
very deep in politicks. And as to re- 
putation, certainly no man of worth and 

• The printer of the drapUf's letters. 

' learning 
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ieanung would employ his pen upon (b 
.tranfitory a fubje^, and in fb obfcure 
a corner of the world, to di(Ungui{h 
himfelf as an author. So that I look 
upon myfelf, the drapier^ and my nu- 
meix>us brethren, to be all true patriots 
in pur feveral degrees. 

All that the publick can exped fof 
the fiature is, only to be fbmetimes warn- 
ed to beware of Mr. Wood*s half-pence ; 
and to be r^iierre.d for conviction to the 
drapier's reafons. For a man of the moft 
Aiperyor underftanding will find it im> 
poilible to i^ake the befl i)i^ of it, while 
be writes in conftraint; perpetually 
ibftening, corrediog, or blotting out ex- 
prefEoQs, for fear of bringing his prin- 
ter, or him{e}f, under a profeojtion from 
zny lord chief juilice Wbitjhed* It calls 
to my remembrance the madnian in 
don ^ixoifi who, being foundly beatep 
by a weaver for letting a flone (which 
he always carried on his fhoulder) fall 
ppon a fpaniel, apprehended that every 
cur he met was of the ^me fpecies. 

For thefe reafons I am convinced, 
Aat what I have now written will appear 

low 
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low and iniipid ; bat, if it contributes in 
the leaft to preferve that union among us 
for opposing this fatal projed of Mr. 
fPcody my pains will not be altogether 
loft. 

I Tent thele papers to an eminent 
lawyer (and yet a man of virtue and 
learning into the bargain), who, after 
many alterations, returned them back 
with afTuring me that they are perfed- 
ly innocent ; without the leaft mixture 
of treaibn, rebellion, feditiony malice, 
difafledion, reflexion, or wicked in< 
finuation whatsoever. 

If the bell-man of each parifli, as he 
goes his circuit, would cry out every 
night, Paft twelve o clock 'y Beware of 
Wood's half-fence ; it would probaUy 
cut ofF the occafion for publifhing any 
more pamphlets ; provided that in coun- 
try towns it were done upon market- 
days. For my own part, as ^n as it 
(hall be determined that it is not a- 
gainft law, I will begin the experiment 
in the liberty of St. PatricKs ; and hope 
my example may be fcJlowed in the 
whole city. But if authority (hall think 

fit 
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fit to forbid all writings or difcourfes upon 
this fubjed, except fuch as are in favour 
of Mr. Woody I will obey as it becomes 
me ; only, when I am in danger of burft- 
ing, I will go and whifper among the 
reeds, not any reflexion upon the* wif- 
dom of my countrymen ; but only thefe 
few words, BEWARE OF WOOD'S 
HALF-PENCE, 

I ain^ 

with due refpeSiy 

your mofi obedient ^ 

humble fervant^ 

Dcanry-houfe, 
Ocb. 26, 17 34* 

J. s. 
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AN HUMBLE 

ADDRESS* 

T O 

Both Houfes of Parliament. 

By M. B. Drapier. 

Multa gemens plagafque fuperbi 
ViSioris, ■ 

I HAVE been told, that petitions and 
addrejfesy to either king or parlia- 
ment, are the right of every fubjed ; 
provided they conlift with that refpedJ:, 
which is due to princes and great af- 
femblies. Neither do I remember, that 
the modeft propofals or opinions of pri- 
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Vatc men have beeii ill-received, when 
they have not been delivered in the flyle 
of advice; which is a prefumption bit 
from my thoughts* However, \£ propo- 
fals (hould be looked upon as too a(^ 
fuming; yet I hope, every man may 
be fufieted to declare his own and the 
nation's wijhes. For inftance ; I may be 
allowed to wijhj that fome further laws 
were enaded for the advancement of 
trade^ for the improvement of agrkul- 
lurey now ftrangely ncgleded, againft 
the maxims of all wife nations : for fup> 
plying the manifeft defeds in the ade 
concerning the plantation of trees : for 
fetting the poor to work ; and many 
others. 

Upon this principle I may venture to 
affirm, it is the hearty wift> of the whole 
nation, very few excepted, that the par- 
liament in this fefGon would begin by 
ftri£ily examining into the deteftable 
fraud of one William Woody now or late 
of London, hardware-man ; who ilk- 
gaily and clandejlinelyy as appears by your 
own votes and addrefles, procured a pa- 
tent in England for coining half-pence 
I , in 
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that kingdom to be current here, 
s, I fay, is the w'tjh of the whole 
on, very few excepted'^ and upon 
5unt of thole few is more ftrongly 
juftly the w'lfti of the reft : thofeyko 
(ifting either of JVood's confederates, 
e obfcure tradefmen, or certain bold 
DERTAKERS, of weak judgment 
ftrong ambition, who think to find 
r accounts in the ruin of the nation 
(ecuring or advancing themfelves. 
f, becaufe fuch men proceed upon a 
:m of politicks to which I would 
hope you will be always utter 
igers, I Ihall humbly lay it before 

!e pleafed to fuppofe me in' a fta- 
of fifteen hundred pounds a year, 
•y and perquifites; and likewife 
effed of 8co /. a year real eftate. 
n fuppofe a dcftruc^ive projeft to be 
foot ; fuch for inftance as this of 
vi\ which, if it fuccced in all the 
cquences naturally to be cxpeded 
1 it, muft fmk the rents and wealth 
he kingdom one half, (although I am 
idcnt, it would have done fo fiv'e 
'oL. X. R fwctls). 
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fixths). Suppofe, I conceive that- the 
countenancing^ or i^nv2X.t\y fupporting this 
projed, will pleafe thofe by whom I expeB 
to be prefervedy or higher exalted: no- 
thing then remains, but to compute and 
balance my gain and my lofs, and. Turn 
up the whole. I fuppofe that I {hall 
keep my employment ten years, not to 
mention the fair chance of a better. 
This at 1500/. a year amounts in ten 
years to 15000/. My eftate by the fuc- 
cefs of the faid projed finks 400/. a 
year ; which, at twenty .years purchaie, 
is but 8000 /. fo that I am a clear, gain- 
er of 7000 /. upon the balance. And 
(during all that period I am poflefled o^ 
power and credit^ can gratify my fauaU" 
rite's y and take vengeance on my em- 
^nies. And, if the projedl mifcarry, my 
private merit is ftlll entire. This arith- 
metick, as horrible as it appears, I hnnv' 
ingly a»Hrm to have been praiftifed and 
applied, in conjundures whereon de- 
pended the ruin or fafety of a nation ; 
although probably the charity and virtue 
of a fenate will hardly be induced to 
believe, that there can be fuch monfters 

among 
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among mankind. And yet the wife 
lord Bacon mentions a fort of people (1 
doubt the race is not yet extinS), whoi 
Wobld fet a houfe on Jin for the conve- 
nience of roafting their own eggs at the 
llathe. 

But whoever is old enough to remem- 
ber, and hath turned his thoughts to ob- 
fervc the courfc of public affairs in this 
kingdom from the time of the Revo- 
lution^ muft acknowledge, that the high- 
eft points of intereft and liberty have been 
often facrificed to the avarice and ambi- 
tion of particular perfons, upon the very 
principles and arithmetick that I have 
fuppofed : the only wonder is, how thefei 
artifis were able to prevail upon numbers, 
and influence even public affemblies, td 
become inftruments for effedling thcif 
execrable defigns. 

It is, I think, in a'l confeience, latitude 
enough for vice^ if a man in Jiaiicn be 
allowed to a6t injuftice upon the ufual 
principles of getting a bribe^ izreaking 
bis malice, ferving his party, or con- 
fulling his preferment , while his wicked* 
nefs terminates in the ruin only of par^ 
" • • R 2 ticular 
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tkular perfons. But to deliver up our 
v^le country, and every living foul who 
inhabits it, to Certain deftrudion, hath 
not, as I remember, been permitted by 
the mod favourable cafutfts on the dde 
of corruption. It vj'ere far better, that 
all who have had the misfortune to be 
born in this kingdom fhould be ren- 
dered incapable of holding any employ* 
ment whatfoever above the degree of a 
conjiabk (according to the fcheme and 
intention of a * great minifter gone to 
bis olvn place), than to live under the 
daily apprehenfion of a few falfe bre-^ 
thrm among ourfelves. Becaufe, in the 
former cafe, we fhould be wholly free 
from the danger of being betrayed ; fince 
none could then have impudence enough 
to ^r^/fW any public good. 

It is true, that in this defperate afikit 
of the new half-pence \ have not heard 
of any man above my own degree of a 
{hop- keeper to have been hithertd fo 
bold, as in direSi terms to vindicate th<^ 
fatal projed ; although I have been told 
of fome very mollifying exprefjims. which 

were 
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were ufed, and very gentle expedients pro- 
-rpofed and banded about, when it firft 
canne under debate : but, (ince the eyes of 
the people have been {o far opened, that 
the mod ignorant can plainly fee their 
own ruin in the fuccefs of Wood^s at- 
tempt, thefe grand compounders have been 
more cautious. 

But that the fame fpirit flill fubfifts, 
hath manifeflly appeared (among other 
inftances of great compliance) from certain 
circumftances, that have attended feme 
late proceedings * in a court of judicature. 
There is not any common-place more 
frequently inli(led on by tho^ who treat 
of our conftitution, than the great happi- 
nefs and excellency of trials by juries ; 
yet, if this bleiled part of our law be 
eludible at pleafqre, by the force oi pffw- 
etf frownsy and artifice, we fhall have 
little reafon to boail of our advantage 
in this particular over other dates or 
Idrigdoms in Europe, And furely thefe 
iittgb proceedings, exercifed in a point 

• B7 chief jufiice WhitPitiy ttfe cf Irijb wannfaSluret, and 

wbofe method with a jury that at the end of Stafonaktf 

.may be feen in the note which advUt tt 4 ^ran-1-jurj, 
MiOflrs the Prvptfal for the 

R 3 that 
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that (o nearly concerned the life-blood 
of the people, their necejfary JubfiflenCB^ 
their very focd and raiment ^ and even 
the public peace, will not allow any 
favourable appearance ; becaufe it was 
obvious, that fo much fnperabuniant 
!j:eal could have no other defign, or pro- 
duce any other efTcft, than to ehmp 
thvit fpirit raifed in the nation againft 
this accurfed fchemc of JVilliam IVood 
and his abettors y to wliich^/r/V alone we 
owe, and for ever inufi: owe, our being 
kitberio prcferved, and our hopes of be-? 
ing preferved for the future, if it can 
be kept up, and ftrongly countenanced 
\yj your wife alicniblics. I wifli I could 
account for fuch a demeanor upon a 
more charitable foundation than that of 
putting our intereft in over-balance with 
the ruin of our country. 

I remember fome months ago, when 
this affiiir was frefh in difcourfe, a per* 
fon nearly allied to SOMEBODY, 
or (as the hawkers called him) NOr 
BODY, who was thought deeply ecu- 
cemed, v/ent about very diligently a- 
mong his acquaintance, to (hew the b^ 

confequences 
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confequences that might follow from 
any public refentment to the difadvati- 
lage of his ally^ Mr. Wcod\ principally 
alledging the danger of all employ- 
ments being difpofed of from England* 
One of thefe emijfaries came to me, and 
urged the fame topick: I anfwered na- 
turally, that I knew there was no of- 
fice oi any kind, which a man from 
England might not have, if he thought 
it worth his afking; and that I looked 
upon all who had the difadvantage of 
being born here, as only in the condi- 
tions of leofers and gleaners. Neither 
could I forbear mentioning the known 
fable of the countryman, who entreat- 
ed his afs to fly, for fear of being taken 
by the enemy*, but the afs refufed to 
give himfelf that trouble, and upon a 
very wife reafon ; becaufe he could not 
pofTibly change his prefent mafter for a 
worfe: the enemy could not make him 
fare harder, beat him more cruelly, or 
load him with heavier burthens. 

Upon thefe and many other confide- 
rations^ I may affirm it to be the isoijh 
of the whole nation, that the power and 
» ' R 4 privileges 
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privileges oi juries were declared, aicer*- 
tained, and conHrmed by the legiikture ; 
and that whoever hath been tnanifeftly 
known to violate them, might h^fiigtna^ 
tized by public cgnfure', not front any 
hope that fuch a cenfure will amend their 
proBiceSyOx hurt \\it\r interefi (for it may 
probably operate quite contrary in batb)y 
but that the nation may know their ene' 
Piies from ihtxv friends, 

I fay not this with any r^ard or view 
to myfelf ; for I write in great fecuri- 
ty ; and am refolved that none (hall ma- 
rit at ray expence, further than by flicw- 
ing their z&al to difcover, profecute, and 
condemn me^ for endeavouring to do my 
duty in ferving my country : and yet 
I am confcious to myfelf, that I never 
had the leaft intention to refleB an bis 
inajefiys minijlers^ nor on any other pcr^ 
fon, except William JVood, whom I nei- 
ther did, nor ^o yet conceive to be of 
that ntfmhr^ However, fome would 
have it, that / went too far ; but I 
fuppofe they wjll now allow thcm-p 
felves miAaken. I am fure I might 
?afily have gone furihr^ aqd, I think \ 

. could 
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pould not eafily hsiVt fared werfe. And 
therefore I was no further afie£led with 
tbiir proclamaiiony and fubfequent pro~ 
Gcedings, than a good clergyman is with 
ibR Jim of the people. And as to the 
poor printer^ he is now gone to appear 
before a higher and before a rtghteous 
tribunal. 

As my intention is only to lay before 
your great aflemblies the general wiihes 
of the nation ; and as I have already de- 
clared it our principal vjip^ that your 
firjl proceeding would be to examine 
into the pernicious fraud of JViU'tam 
JVood\ fo I muft add, as the univerfal 
opinion, that all fchemes of commutation^ 
compofition^ and the like expedients^ either 
Qfvovoed or implied^ will be of the moft 
pernicious confequences to the pub- 
lick ; againft the dignity o^?i free king- 
dom ; and prove an encouragement to 
future adventurers in the fame deftruc- 
tive projeds. For it is a maxim, which 
no man at preient difputes, that even 
a connivance to admit one thoufand 
pounds in thefe half-pence^ will produce, 
Iq time, the fame ruinows effecSsj as if 

we 
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we openly confented to admit a million: 
It were therefore infinitely, more fafc 
and eligible to leave things in the doubt- 
ful, melancholy ilate they are at prefent 
(which however God forbid), and truft 
entirely to the general averfion of our 
people againft thiscoinj ufing all ho- 
neft endeavours to preferve, continue, 
and increafe that averfion, than fubmit 
to apply thofe palliatweSy which weak^ 
perfidious f or abjeSi politicians are upon 
all occafionsy aod in all difeafes, fo- ready 
to adminijier. 

In the fmall compafs of my reading 
(which however hath been more cxten- 
iive than is ufual to men of my inferior 
calling), I have obferved that grievances 
liave always preceded fupplies\ and, if 
ever grievances had a title to fuch a pre- 
eminence, it muft be this of Wood\ be- 
caufe it is not only the greateft grievance 
that any country could fufFer, but a grie- 
vance of fuch a kind that> if it (hould 
take effedl, would make it impofiible 
for us to give any fupplies at all, except 
in adulterate copper ; tinlefs a tax were 
laid for paying the civil and military 

lifls, 
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lifts and the large pehfidns, with real 
commodities inftead of money; which 
however might be liable to fome few 
objedions as well as difficulties: for, al- 
though the common foUiers might be con- 
tent with beef and muttony iand wool, and 
malty and leather \ yet I am in ibme 
doubt as to the generals^ the cohnehy the 
numerous fevjimersy the civil officers and 
others, who all live in England upon 
Jrijh pajy as well as thofe^ko who refide 
among us only becaufe they cannot help 
it. 

There is one particular, which al- 
though I have mentioned more than once 
in fome of my former papers, yet I cannot 
forbear to repeat, and a little enlarge upon 
it ; becaufe I do not remember to have 
read or heard of the like in the hiftory of 
any age or country ; neither do I ever re- 
fled upon it without the utmoft ajlonijh' 
ment. 

After the unanimous addrefles to his 
facred majefty againft this patent of 
U^ood from both houfes of parliament, 
which arc the three eftates of the king- 
dom^; and likewife an addrefs from the 

privy 
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privy council, to whom under the chief 
governors the whole adminiflration is 
intcufted; the matter is referred to a 
committee of council in London, TVood 
and his adherents are heard on one fide ; 
and a few volurueers^ without any truft 
or diredion from hence, on the other. 
The qucftion (as I remember) chiefly 
turned upon the want of half-pence in 
Jr eland: witncfles are called on the be- 
half of Wood (of what credit I have 
formerly fliewn *) : upon the iffuc, the 
patent is found good and legal ; all his 
majefty*s officers here (not excepting the 
military) commanded to be aiding and 
aiHfling to make it effectual ; the ad^ 
dreiles of both houfes of parliament, of 
the privy council, and of the city of 
Dublin^ the declarations of mod coun- 
ties and corporations through the king* 
dom, are altogether laid afide, as of no 
weight, confequence, or con(ideration 
whatibever \ and the whole kingdom of 
Ireland nonfuited in default of appear^ 
ance ; as if it were a private caufe be« 
tween John Dov)^ plaatiff, and William 
Bm^f defendant. ^ith 

* Ijx letter iii. 
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With great refpedl to thofe honour- 
able perfons, the committee of coun- 
cil in Londofiy I have not underilood 
them to be our governors^ counfellorsy or 
judges. Neither did our cafe turn at 
all upon the queftion, whether Ireland 
wanted half-pence. For there is no 
doubt, but we do want both half-pence, 
gold, and filver; and we have nutnberlefs 
other wantSf and fome that we are noC 
fo much as allowed to name, although 
they are peculiar to this nation : to which 
no other is fubjeft, whom God hath 
blefled with religion and IcFooSy or any de-^ 
gree of yS// and funjhim: but for what 
demerits on our fide I am altogether in th^ 
dark. 

But I do not remember, that our 
want of half-pence was either affirmed 
or denied in any of our addrefles or de- 
clarations again ft thofe of Wood, We 
alledged the fraudulent obtaining and 
executing his patent, the bafenefs of his 
metal, and the prodigious fum fo be 
coined, which might be increafed by 
ilealth, from foreign importation, and 
bis own counterfeits, as well as thole at 

, home; 
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home ; 'whereby we muft infallibly l6{c 
all our little gold and filver, and all oaf' 
poor remainder of a very limited anfd- 
difcouraged trade. We urged, that the' 
patent was pajfTed without the leaft re* 
ferenee hither; and without mention of 
any fecurity given by Wood to receive 
his own iialf pence upon demand; both 
which are contrary to all former pro- 
ceedings in the like cafes. Tbefe and 
many other arguments we ofiered ; 
but ftiil the. patent went on, and atr 
this day our ruin would have been half 
compleated, if God in his mercy had 
not raifed an univerfal deteftation di 
thefe half-pence in the whole kingdom^ 
with a firm refolution never to receive 
them, fince we are not under obliga* 
tions to do fo by any law either human 
^s divine. 

But, in the name of God and of all 
jujiice and piety^ when the king's ma- 
jefty was pleafed that this patent mould 
pafs, is it not to be underftood, that he 
conceived^ believedy and intended it as a 
gracious ad, for the good and benefit 
of his fubjeds, for the advantage of a 

great 
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great and fruitful kingdom ; of the moll 
loyal kingdom upon earth, where no 
hfiffd or voice was. ever lifted up againft 
bun;'a kingdom, where the paiTage is 
hot of three hours from Britain^ and a 
kingdom where papijls have lefs pcnwr 
and lefs land than in England f can it 
be denied, or doubted, that his majefty's 
miniflers underflood and propofed the 
lame end, the good of this nationy when 
they advifed the paiBng this patent ? can 
the per/on of fFood be otherwife regard- 
ed) than as the inflrument^ the mechanick, 
the head-worhman, to prepare his furnace, 
bis fuel, his metal, and his ftamps? if 
I employ SL/hoe-hoy, is it in view to his 
advantage, or to my own convenience? 
I mention the per/on of William Wood 
alone ; becauie no other appears, and we 
are not to reafon upon furmifes ; neither 
would it avail, if they had a real founda- 
tion. 

Allowing therefore (for we cannot 
d0 lefs) that this patent for the coining 
of half-pence was wholly intended by 
SL; gracious king, and a wife puhlic-fpi:^ 
rited miniftry, for the advantage of he- 
3 land.\ 
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land', yet when the whole kirigdoin to 
a man, for whofe good the patent was 
dcfigned, do upon matureft confidera- 
tion univerfally join in openly declaring, 
protefling, addrefling, petitioning a- 
gainft thefe half-pence, as the molt ru- 
inous projed that ever was let on foot 
to complete the flavery and deftrudion 
of a poor innocent country : is it, was 
ity can ity or wil/ it ever be a queftloD^ 
not whether fuch a kingdom or William 
PVoody (hould be a gainer ; but whether 
fuch a kingdom (hould be wholly undone, 
deftrcyedijunk, depopulated, made a fcene 
of mifery and defolation, for the fake of 
William Wood ^ God of his infinite 
mercy avert this dreadful judgement ; and 
it is our univerfal wijlj, that God would 
put it into jour hearts to be his inftru- 
ments for fo good a work. 

For my own part, who am but one 
man, of obfcure condition, I do folemn- 
ly declare, in the prefence of Almighty 
God, that I will fufFer the moft igno- 
minious and torturing death rather than 
fubmit to receive this accurfed coin, ot 
any other that fhall be liable to the fam6 
2 obje^ons, 
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objedions, until they fball be forced upon 
me by a law of my awn country ; andj 
if that (hall ever happen^ I will tranfporc 
myfelf into fonie foreign land, and eat 
the bread of poverty among zfree peo^ 
pie. 

Am I legally punifhablc for thefe ex- 
prefliens ? {hall another proclamation if* 
fue againft me, becaufe I prefume to 
take my country's part againft Williatn 
Woody where her final deftru(5ton is in- 
tended ? But whenever you (hall pleafe 
io impofe filence upon me, I will fab* 
6iit ; becaufe I look; upon your unani* 
ftious voice to be the voice of the nation j 
and this I have been taught, and dcr be- 
lieve, to be in fome manner the voice of 
God. 

The gfcat ignominy of a whole kingr 
dom lying fo long at f?iercy under fo vile 
in adverf^ry, is fuch a deplorable aggra- 
!^ation, that the utmoft expreffions of 
fhame and rage are too low to fet it forth : 
and therefore I (hall leave it to receive 
fuch a refentment, as is worthy of a par- 
liament. 

Vou X. 9 It 
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It is likewife our univcrfal wip^ that his 
majefty fhould grant liberty to coin half- 
pence in this kingdom for our own ufe, un- 
der fuch reftridionasa parliament i6«r6 fliall 
advife : fince the power of coining even 
gold and filver is poflefled by every petty 
prince abroad ; and was always pradifed 
by Scotland to the very time of the union\ 
yet furcly Scotland^ as to foil, climate, and 
extent, is not in itfelf a fourth part the 
value of Ireland (for bifhop Burnet 
fays, it is not above the fortieth part in 
value to the reft o{ Britain) \ and with 
refped to the profit that England gains 
from hence, not the forty thoufandth 
part. Although I muft confefs, that a 
mote in the eye^ or a thorn in the Jide^ is 
more dangerous and painful than a beam 
or difpike at a dijlance. 

The hiftories of England^ and of moll 
other countries, abound in relating the 
miferable, and fometimes the moft tragi- 
cal effeds from the abufes of coin by de- 
bafing the metal, by leflening or enhanc- 
ing the value upon occafans^ to the 
public \<i(^ ; of which we have an exam- 
ple within our own memory in Eng- 

landy 
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ind^ and another very lately in France. 
t is the tendcreji point of government, af- 
eding every individual in the higheft de- 
;ree. When the value of money is arbi- 
rary or unfettledy no man can well be faid 
D have any property at all ; nor is any 
iround fo fuddenly felt, fo hardly cured, 
•r that leaves fuch deep and lading fears 
ehind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy ifland 
3 have a title to fome indulgence from 
Ingland ', not only upon the fcore of 
Ihrijiianityy natural equity^ and the ge^ 
eral rights of mankind, but chiefly on 
ccount of that immenje profit they re- 
eive from us ; without which that 
ingdom would make a very different 
gure in Europe, from what it doth at 
refent. 

The rents of land in Ireland, fince 
iey have been of late fo enormoufly 
lifed and fcrewed up, may be comput- 
d to about two millions ; whereof one 
bird part at leaft is diredly tranfmitted 
3 thofe who are perpetual abfentees in 
lngland\ as I find by a computation 
S 2 made 
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made with the afliftance of feveral flcil- 

ful gentlemen. 

The other articles, by which wc are 
altogether lofers and England a gainer, 
we found to amount to almoft as much 
more. 

I will only fet down as many heads 
of them as I can remember, and leave 
them to the confideration of thofe who 
underftand accounts better than I pre- 
tend to do. 

The occafanal abfentees, for bufinefs, 
health, or diverfion. 

Three fourths of the revenue of the 
cliief governor, during his abfence; 
which is ufually four fifths of his go- 
vernment. 

The whole revenue of the pojl-oftce. 
The numerous fenfions paid to pcr- 
fons in England. 

The pay of the chief officers of the. 
army abfent in England^ which is a 
great fum. 

Four commiflioners of the revenue, 
always abfent. 

Civil employments very numerous, 



and of great income. 
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The vaft charge of appeals to the 

loufe of lordsi and to the court of dele- 



raCes. 



Students at the inns of court, and the 
wo univerfities. 

Eighty thoufand pounds fent yearly to 
England for coals 5 whereof the prime 
oft is nothing, and therefore the profit 
i^holly theirs. 

One hundred thoufand pounds paid 
bveral years paft for corn fent over hi- 
her from England , the effedl of our own 
f/eat wi/dom in difcouraging agricul- 
ure. 

The kind liberty granted us of wear- 
ng Indian ftufFs, and callicoes, to gra- 
ify the vanity and folly of our wo- 
nen; which, befides the profit to Eng' 
and*y is an inconceivable lofs to us, 
brcing the weavers to beg in our ftreets, 
>T tranljport themfelves to foreign coun» 
ries. 

The prodigious lofs to us, and gain to 
England, by felling them all our wool 

* From whence thefe com- import them from the coun- 

lodities were exported to try in which they are manu« 

rtimult the Eaft-lndia com- fa^ured, 
any only having a right to 
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at their own rates ; whereof the manu^ 
failure exceeds above ten times the 
prime coft : a proceeding 'without ex- 
ample in the Chriflian or Heathen world. 

Our own wool returned upon us in 
Englip manufadures to our infinite 
/hame and damage, and the great ad- 
vantage of England. 

The full profit of all our mines ac- 
cruing to England', an effeA of great 
• negligence and ftupidity. 

An affeftation among us of liking 
all kind of goods made in England*. 

Thele and many other articles, which 
I cannot^ecoUed: at prefent, are agreed 
by judicious men to amount to near 
feven hundred thoufand pounds per ann. 
clear profit to England. And upon the 
whole, let any man look into thofe au- 
thors who write upon the fubjed of 
commerce, he (hall find, that there is 
not one fingle article in the eflentials 
or circum'ttances of trade, vvhereby a 
country can be a lofer, which we do npt 
poflefs in the ' higbefi perfeBion ; fome* 

* Many of the above articles ivhofe treati/e the rtader is «• 
have been fince particularly femd, 
(cmfuted by another tLriter^ to • ' 

what 
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what in every particular, that bears a 

ui^kiRd of analogy to JVilliam Wood\ and 
now the branches are all cut ofF, he 
ftands ready with his axe at \}[it root. 

Upon this fubjed: oH perpetual abfen- 
tees I have fpent fome time in very in*- 
fignificant reflexions; and, coniidering 

, the ufual motives of human actions, 
which are pleafttre^ profit^ and ambition^ 
I cannot yet comprehend how thole 
perfons find their account in any of the 
three. I fpeak not of thofe Eitglip 
peers or gentlemen, who, befide their 
eftates at home, have pofleflions here, 
for in that cafe- the matter is defperate ; 
but I* mean thofe lords, and wealthy 
knightSj or fquires, whofe birth tmd 
partly their education and all their for- 
tune (except fome trifle, and that in a 
very few inftances) are in this kingdom. 
I knew many of them well enough 
during feveral years, when I refidtd in 
England \ ana truly I could not d.ico- 
ver that the figure they made was by 
any means a fubjed for envy ; at leait 
it gave me two very different payions. 
pqr excepting the advantage of goin 

S 4. nov 
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now and then to an t^eray or fomedmes 
appearing behind a croud at court, or 
adding to the ring of coaches in Hyde- 
Parkj or lofing their money at the cho- 
colaU'houfey or getting news, votes, and 
minutes about live days before us in 
Dublin \ I fay, befides thcfe &nd a few 
other privileges of lefs importance, their 
temptations to Hvp in London were be- 
yond my knowledge or conception. 
And I ufed to wqnder, how a man of 
birth and ipirit could endure to be 
wholly iniigniiicant and obfcure in ^ 
foreign country, when he might live 
with Itiftre in his own j and even at lef§ 
than, half that expence, whiph h^flrains 
himfelf to make without obt^inipg any 
one end, except that which happened 
to theyr<j^, when he would needs con-r 
t^nd for i(jze with the ox. I have been 
told by fcholars, that Cafar faid he 
would rather be \\\tfirfi man in I knov 
pot what village, than the fecond in 
Rome. This perhaps was a thought on* 
ly fit for Cafar ; but to be preceded 
by thoufands and negleSied by milliom\ 
to be wholly without fmioer^ figurey iti^ 
I fltience^ 
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fluence, honour^ credity or diflinBiony is 

not in niy poor opinion a very amiabk 

fituation of life to a perfon oi title ox wealthy 

who can fo cheaply and esS\\yJhme ir> hi$ 

native conntry. 

Butj befides the depopulating of the 
kingdom, the leaving fo many parts of 
it wild and uncultivated, the ruin of fo 
many country feats and plantations, the 
cutting down all the woods to fupply 
cxpences in England', the abfence of 
fo many noble and wealthy perfons hath 
been the caufe of another fatal confe- 
quencey which few perhaps have been 
aware of. For if that very cmfiderakle 
number of lords, who poflefs the amr 
pleft fortunes here, had bepn content to 
Irue at homey and attend the affairs of 
their own country in parliament ; the 
weight, reputation, and dignity there- 
by added to that noble hqufe would, in 
all hum^n probability, have prevented 
certain proceedings, which are now 
ever to be lamentedy becaufe they nefcer. 
can be remedied: and we Q)|ght have 
then decided our own properties among 
purfejves, without being forced to tra- 
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vei hve hundred miles by fea and land tp 

another kingdom for juftice, to our infinite 

expence, vexation, and trouble ; which i$ 

ji mark oifei-vitude without example from 

the pradice of any. age or nation in the 

world, 

I have fomptimes wondered, upon wh^t 
motives the peerage of England, were fo 
defirous to determine our controverfies ; 
becaufe I have been aflured, apd partly 
know, that the frequent appeals from hence 
have been very irkfome to that illu(^rious 
" body : and whoever hath frequented the 
painted chamber and courts of requejls muft 
Jiave obferved, that they are never fo nobly 
jfilled, as when an Irijh appeal i§ under der 
bate. 

The peers of Scotland-^ who are very 
numerous, were cpntent to refide in their 
caftles and houfes in that bleak and barren 
climate \ and, although fome of them 
made frequent journies to Lon4ony yet I 
do not remember any of their greateft fa- 
milies, till very lately, to have made Eng- 
land their conftant habitation before the 
union : or, if they did, I am fure it was 
generally to their mn advantage \ and 

whatever 
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whatever they got, was employed to cul- 
tivate and increafe their own eftates ; and 
by that means enrich themfelves and their 
country. 

As to the great number of rich cAfen- 
tees under the degree oi peers % what par- 
ticular ill efFe6ls their abfence may have 
upon this kingdom, befides thofe already 
mentioned, may perhaps be too tender 
a point for me to touch. But whether 
thofe who live in another kingdom upon 
great eftates here, and have loft all re- 
gard to their own country, further than 
upon account of the revenues they receive 
from it ; I fay, whether fuch perfons 
may not be prevailed on to recommend 
others to vacant feats, who hgve no in- 
tereft here except a precarious employ- 
ment, and confequently can have no views, 
but to preferve what they have got, or to 
be higher advanced : this, I am fure, is a 
very melancholy queftion, if it be a quejiion 
at all. 

But, befides the prodigious profit 
which England receives by the tranf- 
mittal thither of two thirds of the re- 
venues of this whole kingdom, \t. hath 

another 
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another mighty advantage by snaking 
our country a receptacUf wherem to d^- 
burthen themfelves of their fupernumer- 
rary pretenders to offices; perfons of 
^cond-^ate m^rit in their own country, 
who, like birds of pajfage^ moft of them 
thrive and fatten here, and fly off when 
their credit and employments are at an end. 
jSo that /r(?/a»d?may juftly fay what Luther 
faid of himfelf ; PQOR Irelaod ^aaketh 
many rich. 

If amidft all our difHculties I fliould 
venture to aflert, that we have one great 
advantage, provided we could in>prove 
it as we ought, I believe moft of my 
readers would be Jong va, conjeduring, 
what pafftble advantage <:ould ever &11 
to oi^r fhare. However, it js certain, 
that all the regulcir feeds of party and 
faSiion among us are entirely rooted out ; 
and if any new opes fball fpring up, 
they muft be of eqnivocal generation, 
without any feed at all ; and will jufl- 
ly be imputed to a degree of dupidity 
beyond even what we have been ever 
charged with upon the fcore of our 
^irth-pkce and clit^ate* 

The 



L E T T E R VIL 269 

The parties in this kingdom (includ- 
ing thofe of modern, date) are, firft, of 
thofe who have been charged or fa- 
fpefted to favour thg pretender j and 
thofe who were mealous oppofers of him. 
Secondly, of thofe who vrcTcfor and a^ 
gainfi a toleration of diflenters by Item* 
Thirdly, oi high and low church; or (to 
(peak in the cant oixh& times) of whig and 
tory. And fourthly, of court and country* 
If there be any tnore, they are beyond 
my obfervation or politicks: for as to 
fubakern or occafional-partiesy they have 
all beai derivations from the fame ori- 
ginals. 

Now it i« roanifeff, that all 'ttiefe in- 
citements to faBiortf party ^ and divifion 
are wholly removed from among us. For 
as to the pretender^ his cauie is both de^ 
fperate and obfolete i there are very few 
now alive, who were men in bis father's 
time, and in that prince's interefl ; and 
in all others the obligation of confci- 
cnce hath no place * : even the papifii 
in general of any fubftance or eflates, 
and thtit priefls almdl univerfally, arc 

*Tbe obligation arifing from their haring ffrorn allegiance. 

what 
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what we call whigSy in the fenfe which 
by that word is generally underftood. 
They feel the /mart, and fee the fears 
of their former wounds ; and very well 
know, that they muft be made zfacri- 
Jice to the leaft attempts towards a 
change; although it cannot be doubt- 
ed that they would be glad to have 
their fuperjlitim reftored under any 
prince whatfoever. 

Secondly, the dijfenters are now to- 
lerated by law ; neither do we obfcrve any 
murmurs at prefent from that quarter, 
except thofe reafonable complaints they 
make of perfecution^ ' becaufe they are 
excludeclr from civil employments ; but 
their number being very fmall in either 
houfe of parliament, they are not yet in 
a fituation to ered: a party : becaufe, 
however indifferent men may be with re- 
gard to religion^ they are now grown wife 
enough to know, that if fuch a latitude 
were allowed to dijfenters^ the few fmall 
employments left us in cities and cor- 
porations would find other hands to lay 
hold on the m. 

Thirdly, the difpute between high 

and 
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and Icfw church is now at an end ; two 
thirds of the hipops having been pro^ 
moted in thh reign, and moft of them 
from England^ who have beftowed all 
preferments in their gift to thofe they 
could well confide in: The deanries 
all, except three, and many principal 
church livings, are in the donation of 
the crown : fo that we already poflefs 
fuch a body of clergy^ as will never en- 
gage in controverfy upon that antiquat- 
ed and exploded fubjedt. 

Lailly, as to court and country par- 
tiesy fo famous and avowed under moft 
reigns in Englijh parliaments : this king- 
dom hath not for feveral years paft been 
a proper fcene, whereon to exercife fuch 
contentions; and is now lefs proper 
than ever ; many great employments for 
life being in dijlant hands, and the re- 
verfions diligently watched and fecured% 
the temporary ones of any inviting va- 
lue are all beftowed elfewhere as faft as 
they drop, and the few remaining are 
of too low confideration to create con- 
tefts about them, except among young- 
er brothers, or tradefmen like myfclf. 

And 
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And therefore, to inftitute a court and 
country party without materials^ would 
be a very new {yftem in politicks, and 
wliat I believe was never thought on be- 
fore; nor unlefs in a nation of idioit 
can ever fucceed, for the moll igno- 
rant Irijh cottager will not fell bis ctm 
for a groat. 

Therefore I conclude, that all party 
and faSiion with regard to public pro- 
ceedings are now extinguiQied in this 
kingdom * ; neither doth it appear in 
view how they can poffibiy revival un- 
lets Ibme new caufes be adminiftered ; 
which cannot be doiie without ctofjing 
the interejis of thofe who are the great- 
eft gainers by continuing the fame mea* 
fitres* And general calamities without 
hope of redrefs are allowed to be the 
great uniters of mankind. 

However we may diHike the eaufesi 
yet this effeB of begetting an univer-' 
fal concord among us in all national de^ 
bates., as well as in cities^ corporations^ 
and country neighbourhoods nwy keep us 

* Since this difcourie was was much mUlaken in hit 
tivritten, h hath appeared by conje£tuies> 
experience, that the author 

at 
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ftt lead alive, and in a condition to eat 
the little bread allowed us in peace and 
tttmty, I have heard of a quarrel in a 
tavern, where all 'were at daggers-draw- 
ing, till one of the company cried out, 
de&ing to know the fubjeSi of the quar- 
rel\ which when none of them could 
tell, they put up their fwords, fat down, 
and pa&d the reft of the evening in 
quiet. The; former part hath been our 
cafe, I hope the latter will be (b too; that 
we QxsWJit down amicably together, at lead 
until we have fomething that may give us 
a title to fall out, fince nature hath in- 
ftruded even a brood of gojlings to Jiick 
together^ while the kite is hovering over 
their heads. 

It is certain, that a firm union in any 
country, where every man wifhes the 
fame thing with relation to the publick, 
may in fcveral points of the greatcft: im- 
portance in feme meafure fupply the defeEl 
of power y and even of thofe rights which 
are the natural afid undoubted inheri- 
tance of mankind. If the univerfal wijh 
of the nation upon any point were de- 
clared by the unanimous vote of the 

Vol. X. T houfe 
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houfe of commons, and a rearonable num^ 
ber of lords, I (hould think my (elf oblig- 
ed in confcience to 'ad in my fphere ac- 
cording to that vote ; bccaufe, in all ftce 
nations, I take the proper definition of 
law to be, the will of the majority of tbofi 
who have the property in land\ which) 
if there be a monarchy, is to be con- 
firmed by the royal affent. And although 
fuch votes or declarations have not re-s 
ceived fuch a confirmation for certain < 
accidental reafons\ yet I think they > 
ought to be of much weight with the 
fubjeSly provided they neither oppofe 
the king's prerogative, endanger the 
peace of the nation, nor infringe any 
law already in force; none of which 
however can reafonably be fuppofed. 
Thus for inftarice, if nine in ten of the 
houfe of commons, and a reafonablc 
number of native temporal peers, (liQuld 
declare, that whoever received or jit- 
tered brafs coin, except under certain 
limitations and fecurities, fhould be 
deemed as enemies to the king attd the 
nation ; I (hould think it a heinous fin 
in m)felf to ad contrary to fuch a votej 

. . and 



LETTER VII. 27> 

hd if the fame power ihould declare 
he fame cenfure again ft thofe who wore 
ndian fluffs and callicces^ or ni^oolen ma- 
ufaSiures imported from abroad^ where** 
ly this nation is reduced to the low- 
ft ebb of mifery, I fliould readily^ hear* 
ify, and ^jS^^^r/i/Z/v pay obedience; and 
o my utmoft power perfuade others to 
lo the like: becaufe there is no law 
if this land obliging us either to receive 
ucb coin, or to wear fuch foreign manu^ 
"aBures, 

* Upon this laft article I could hum- 
)ly wifli, that the reverend the clergy 
vould fet us an example, by contenting 
hemfelves with wearing gowns and o- 
her habiliments of IriJIj drapery ; which, 
is.jt would be fomc incitement to the 
«2//y, and fet many hands to work, fo 
:hey would find their advantage in the 
'.beapnefsy which is a circumftance not 
:o be negleilfed |)y too many among that 
i^itnerable body. + And in order to this 

♦ This hath fiRcc been put t This fcheme was like- 

n praflice by the petfuafions wile often urgfxl to the wea- 

tnd influence of the fuj>pofcd vers by the fuppofed uuthor ; 

LUthbr; but much delcattd .b .it he could never prevail on 

>y the moft infamous, fraud them to put it in praSice. 
w fliop- keepers. 

T 2 I could 
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I could heartily defire, that the moft 
ingenious artifts of the weaving trade 
would contrive Tome decent fluffs and 
filks for clergymen at reafbnable rates. 

I have prcffed feveral of our moft 
fubftantial brethren, that the whole cor- 
porations of vceavers in filk and woolen 
would publifh fome propofah (I wifli th^ 
would do it to both houfes of parlia- 
ment) inviting perfons of all degrees 
and of both fexes to wear the woolen 
and fiik manufadures of our own coun- 
try; entering into folemn, mutual en- 
gagements, that the buyer fhall have 
good, fubllantin), merchantable ware 
for his money, and at a certain rate, 
without the trouble of cheapening : fo*- 
that if I fent a child for a piece .of ftuitr 
of a particular colour and finenefs, JC 
Ihould be fure not to be deceived j or 
if I had reafon to complain, the cor- 
poraiion fliould give me immediate fa- 
lisfaction ; and the name of the tradef* 
man, who did me the wrong, * (bould 
be publifiicd ; and warning given not 
to deal with him for the future ; unlefs 
the matter plainly appeared to be a niif- 

jtake: 
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take: for, befide the trouble of going 
from (hop to fbop, an igaorant ciiftomer 
runs the hazard of being cheated in the 
price and goodnefs of what he buys, be> 
ing forced to an unequal combat with 
a dextrous and difhoneft man in his own 
calling. Thus our goods fall under a 
general difreputation ; and the gentry 
call for Englijh cloth, or filk, from an 
opinion they have (and often too juftly 
by our own faults) that the goodnefs more 
than makes up for the difference of 
price. 

Betides, it hath been the fottifh and 
ruinous pradice of us tradefmen, upon 
any great demand of goods either at 
home or from abroad, to raife the prices 
immediately, and manufacture the faid 
goods more (lightly and fraudulently than 
before. 

Of this foul and foolifli proceeding 
too many inftances might be produced ; 
and I cannot forbear mentioning one, 
whereby this poor kingdom hath received 
fuch a fatal blow in the only article 
of trade allowed us of any importance, 
that nothing but the fuccefs x^HlVooeCs 

T 3 proje<a 
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projed could out-do it. During the late 
plague in Fratjce, the Spauiardsy who 
buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, 
not daring to venture thither for fear oi 
infeftion, a very great demand was made 
here lor that commodity, and exported to 
Spain : but, whether by the ignorance 
of the merchants, or difhonefty of the 
porthern weavers, or the collufion of 
both, the ware was fo bad, and the price 
fo excefiive, that, except fome fmall quain- 
tity which was fold below the priMe coft, 
the greateft part was returned : and I 
have been told by very intelligent per- 
fons, that, if we had been fair dealers, ^ 
the whole current of the linen trade to* 
. Spain would have taken its courfe from— 
hence. 

If any punifliment were to be iftfli<5*- 
ed on numbers of men^ furely there could 
pone be thought too great for fuch a 
. race of traitorSy and enemies to God 
and their country ; who, for the pro- 
. fped of a little^r^/^«/ gain, do not only 
fuin themfelves (for that alone would 
be an • example to the reft, and a hlejjing 
|Q thi; potion) but fell their fouls to hell, 

an4 
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aiid their country to deftrudion. And 
if the plague could have been confined 
only, to thofe who were partakers in the 
guilty had it traveled hither from Mar- 
feillesy thofe wretches would have died 
wilji lefs title to pity^ than a highvoay- 
wan going to the gallows. 

But it happens very unluckily, that 
ior fome time pafl all endeavours or pro-, 
■pofals from private perfons to advance 
the public fervice, however honeftly 
and innocently designed, have been call- 
ed FLYING IN THE KINg's FACE \ and 

this to my knowledge hath been the 
ftyle of fome perfons^ whofe ancefion 
.(J mean thofe among them who had 
any) and them/elves have been flying in 
princes faces thefe fourfcore years ; and 
fjpm their own inclinations would do 
fo ftili, if their intereil did not lead 
them rather to fly in the face of a king- 
, dom, which hath given them wings to 
enable them for fuch a flight. 

Thus, abpiit four years ago, when a 
di&ourfe * was publi(hed endeavouring 
to perfuade our people to wear their 

f The propofal for the vntverfal uC: oilriflt manufaduref. 

T 4 Qwn 
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own woolen manufa<3ur*S, M di - the 
moft dutiful expreffions to the king, 
ftnd without the lead party hinty it was 
termed flying in the kings face ;. -the 
printer was profecuted in the manner 
we all rcftierftber, and I hope it ,'wiU 
Jbmewhere be remetnbered futtbern thfc 
jury kept eleven hours, and fent back 
nine times, till they were under the 
neceffity of leaving the prifoner to the 
mercy of the court, by a fpecied wr- 
diSl\ the * j^dge on the bench inboking 
God for bis witnefs^ when he afierted 
that the author's defign was to bring in 
the pteten'der. 

And thus alfo my ovvfi poor endea- 
vours to prevent the ruin of my coun- 
try by the. adroiflion of Wood's coii^ 
were called by the fame pcrfons, 'fysng^ 
in the kings face ; which I dire^aiy de- 
ny : for I cannot allow that vile repre?? 
fentatioh of the royal countenance in 
jyHliam /i^a7<a/"j adulterate copper to be 
•;his facred majefty's face ; or, if it were, 
my flying was not againfl the imprefjtony 
bv>t the bafmefs of the metal \ becauf^ 

^ * Judge JfTfit/^d. 

I well 
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I well remcmbefcd, that the image which 
^Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be fet 
tip for all men to fall down andwor/hip if, 
was not of Copper, but pure Gold. And 
I am heartily forry we have fo few 
royal images of that metal among us ; 
the fight whereof, although it could 
hardly increafe our veneration for hi& 
majefty, which is already fo great, yet 
would very much, enliven it with the 
mixture of comfort 2.nAfatisfaSiion, 

Alexander the Great would fufier no 
-ftatuary, except Phidias, to carve his 
image in flone or metal. How mufl: 
he have treated fuch an operator as 
Wood, who goes about with fack-fulls 
of drofsy odioufly mifrcprefenting his 
prince's countenance*, and would force 
them By thoufands upon every one of 
us at. above ^jc times the value I 

But, notwithftanding all that hath 

.been objeded by William Wood himfelf, 

together with his favourers, abettors, 

fupporters, either ptiblic or private', by 

thofe who connive at this projed, or dif- 

courage and difcountenance his oppofers 

•fof feay of leflcning their favour, or 

hazafd« 
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hazarding thcit emp/qymeftts ; by thofe 
who endeavour to damj) the Jptrii of the 
people raifed againft this coin^ or check 
the honeft zeal of fuch as by their, wrii' 
ings or difcourfes do ^11 they can to keep 
it up ; by thofe Joftenen^fweiteners^ c^m- 
^ounders^ and expediefit-ffiongers, whp 
Jhake their heads fo ftrongly that we can 
bear their pockets jingh ; I did never ima- 
jgine, that in deted:ing the practices of 
fuch enemies to the kingdom I was^- 
Vig in the kings face j or thought they 
were better reprefenters of his majefty, 
than that very coin^ for which they are 
Jecrct or open advocates. 

If I were allowed to recite only thofe := 
'\pipjes of the nation, which may be in our — 
power to attain j I think they might he:^ 
fummed up in thefe few following. 

Firft, that an end might be put to our- 
apprehenfions of Wood's half-pence, and to 
any danger of the like deftrudive fcheroe 
for the future. 

Secondly, that half-pence might be 
coined in this kingdom by a public mint, 
with due limitations. 

Thirdly, 
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' Thirdly, that the fenfe of both houfes 
of parliament, at leaft of the houfe of com- 
mons, were declared by fome unanimous 
and hearty votes againft wearing any filk 
or woolen manufadhires imported from 
abroad ; as likewife againft wearing In- 
dian filks or callicoes, which are forbid^ 
den under the higheft penalties in Eng-- 
land: and it behoves us to take example 
from fo wife a natidn ; becaufe we are un- 
der a greater neceffity to do fo, fince we are 
not allowed to export any woolen manu- 
faftures of our own 5 which is the prin- 
cipal branch of foreign trade in Eng" 
land. 

Fourthly, that fome effedual me- 
thods may be taken to civilize the poor- 
er fort of our natives in all thofe parts 
of this kingdom where the Irift) a- 
bound, by introducing among them our 
language and cuftoms ; for want of 
which they live in the utmoft ignorance, 
barbarity, and poverty, giving them- 
felves wholly up to idlenefs, naftinefs, 
and thievery, to the very great and juft 
reproach of too many landlords. And, 
'\l I bad in me the leaft fpirit of a pro- 

jeBor^ 
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jeSlor^ I would engage, that this might'be 
effeded in a'fetv years at a very inconfi- 
derable charge. 

Fifthly, that due encouragement (hould 
be given to agriculture \ and a ftop put 
to that pernicious pradlicc of graziers en- 
groding vaft quantities of land, fometimes 
at great diftance ; whereby the country is 
extrenaely depopulated. 

Sixthly, that the defeds in thdfe ads 
for planting foreft trees might be fully 
fupplied, fince they have hitherto been 
wholly ineffeftual, except about the de* 
mefnes of a few gentlemen; and even 
there in general very unflcilfully made; 
and thriving accordingly. Neither hath 
there yet been due care taken to pre- 
fcrve what is planted, or to inclofe 
grounds ; not one hedge in a hundred 
coming to maturity for want of (kill 
and induftry. The negleA of copfing 
woods cut down hath likewife been of 
very evil confequences. And if men 
were reftrained from that unlimited li- 
berty of cutting down their ^mvn looodt 
before the proper time, as they are in 
fome other countries^ jt would be ^ 
» mighty 
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mighty benefit to the kingdom. For, 
I believe, there is not another example 
in' Europe of fuch a prodigious quan- 
tity of excellent timber cut down in £> 
i^ort a time, with io little advantage 
to the country either in Jhipping or 
building* 

I may add that abfurd pradice of 
cutting turf without any regularity * 
whepeby great quantities of reftoirable 
land are made utterly defperate, many 
thoufands of cattle deftroyed, the turf 
more difficult to x:ome at and carry 
home, and lefs > £t for burning ; the 
air made unwholeibme by (lagnating 
pools and mar(hes ; and the very fight of 
fuch places oifenfive to thofe who ride 
by. Neither ihould that odious cuflom 
be allowed of cutting fcraws (as they 
call them), which is flaying off the green 
furface of the ground, to cover their 
cabins, or make up their ditches ; (bme* 
times in {hallow A)ils, where all is gra-^ 
vel within a icw inches ; and fome- 
times in low ground, with a thin green 
fward, and floughy underneath; which 
lai^ turns all into bog by this mifma- 

nagement 
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nagement. And I have heard from very- 
ikilful countrymen, that by thefe two 
pra<^ices in turf and jcraws the king- 
dom lofeth fome . hundreds of acres of 
profi^le land every year; beiides the 
irreparable lofs of many fkirts of bogS| 
-which have a green coat of grafs, and. 
yet are mangled for turf\ and befides 
the want of canals by regular cuttings* 
which would not only be a great con- 
venience for bringing their turf home 
&t an eafy rate, but likewife render even 
the larger bogs more ^j and iafe for 
fummer pafture. 

Thefe, and fome other fpeculationa 
of the like kind, I had intended to pub- 
li(h in a particular difcourle againft this 
feflion of parliament ; becaufe, in fome 
periods of my life,^I had opportunity and 
curioiity to oblerve, from what caufes 
thofe great errors in every branch of 
country management have, ariien ; of 
\vhich I have now ventured to relate 
but few . out of very many ; whereof 
fome perhaps would not be mentioned 
without giving offence, which I have en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured by all poflible means to avoid. 
And for the fame reafon I chofe to add 
here the little I thought proper to fay on 
this fubjed. 

But, as to the lands of thofe who are 
ferfetual abfentees^ I do not fee any pro- 
bability of their being ever improved. 
In former times their tenants fat at eafy 
rents 5 but for fome years paft they have 
been generally fpeaking more terribly 
racked by the dexterity dimercilefs agents 
from England^ xhSiVi tvtx\ thofe who held 
under the fevereft landlords here. I was 
aiTured upon the place, by great num- 
bers of credible people, that a prodigious 
eftate in the county of Cork being let 
upon leafes for lives, and great fines paid, 
the rent was ib high, that the tenants beg- 
ged leave to furrender their leafes^ and were 
content to lofe \\\€\x fines. 

The cultivating and improvement of 
land is certainly a fubjed worthy of the 
highcft enquiry in any country, but cfpe- 
cially in ours; where we are fo ftrangely 
limited in every branch of trade that 
can be of advantage to us, and utterly 

deprived 
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deprived of t^hofe, which arc d tJK 
greateft importance ; whe^of I dc;fy $be 
moft learoed man in Ms^rope to produce 
me an example from any other kingdom 
in the world : for we are denied the be- 
fijefii which God and nature intended to 
us 'y as manifedly appears by our happy 
Jituation for commerce^ and the grecU 
number of our excellent ports. So thatj 
I think, litde is left us, befides the cul- 
tivating our own foil, encouraging agri" 
tulturiy and making great plantations c^ 
trees, that we might not be under the 
iieceffity of finding for corn and bark 
from England^ and timber from other 
countries. This would increafe the num> 
ber of our inhabitants, aad help to con-' 
fume our natural produds as well as ma-> 
nufadures at home. And I (hall never 
forget what I once ventured to (ay to a 
great man in England: that few poU- 
ticians, with all their fchemes, are half (o 
ufeful members of a commonwealth, as 
an Ijone^O farmer \ who, by fkilfuUy 
draining, fencing, manuring, and plant- 
ing, hath increafed the intrinlic value 

of 
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of a piece of land ; and thereby done a 
perpOuftlfervice to his country ; which it 
is a great controverfy whether any of the 
firmer ever did, fince the creation of the 
world ; but no controverfy at all that 
ninety-nine in a hundred have done a- 
bundance of mi(chief. 
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A FULL AND TRUE 

ACCOUNT 

O F T H E 

Solemn Proceffion to the Gallows, at 
the Execution of William Wood^ 
Efquire and Hard-ware- man. 

Written in the year 1724. 

SOME time ago, upon a report fpread 
that IVilliam Woody hard-ware man, 
was concealed in his brother-in-law's * 
houfe here in Dublin^ a great number 
of people of different conditions, and 
of both fexes, crowded about the door, 
detcrminately bent to take revenge up- 
on him, as a coiner and a counterfeiter. 
Amongft the reft, a certain curious per- 
fon ftanding in a corner obferved, that 
they all difcovered their refentments in 
the proper terms and expreflions of their 
feveral trades and callings j whereof he 
wrote down as many as he could re- 
member ; and was pleafed to commu- 

* One Molyneux an ironm cftger. • 

nicate 
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nicate them to me, with leave to pub- 
lifh them for the ufe of thdfe who at 
any time hereafter may be at a lofs for 
proper words wherein to cxprefs their 
good difpqfitions towards the faid JVil* 
Ham Wood. 

The people cried cut to have him de- 
livered into their hands. 

Says the parliament-man, expel him 
the hoitfe. 

2^ parliament man^ I fecond that mo^ 
tion. 

Cook. rU hajie him. 

2^ Cook. I'll give him his ^felly-full. 

3"^ Cook. I'll give him a lick in the chcps, 

4^ Cook. VWfowce him. 

Drunken-man. I'll beat him as long 
as I can jlandy 

Bookfeller. I'll turn over a new- leaf 
with him. 

Saddler. I'll pummel him. 

Glazier. I'll make the light fliine 
•through him. 

Grocer. I'll pepper him. 

Groom^ ril curry his hide. 

*Pothecary. V\\ pound \nm. 

2^' Pothecary. I'll beat him to mummy. 
U a School^ 
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School-mafter, I'll make him an exam- 
ple. 

Rabbet-catcher. I'll ferret him. 

Pavtour. I'll thump him. 

Coiner. I'll give him a rap, 

WHIG. Down with him. 

'TORT. Up with him. 

Miller. I'll dafti out his grinders, 

2^ Miller. Dam him. 

Boat-man. Sink him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the hennel 

Dyer. I'll beat him black and blue. 

Bagnio-man. I'll make the houfe too 
/o/ for him. 

Whore. Pox rot him. 

2^^ Whore. Let me <7/p«^ with him. 

3^' Whore. Clap him up. 

Mujlard-maker. I'll have him by the 

Curate. I'll make the d^// come out oj 
him. 

PopiJJj-prieJi. V\\ fend him to the devil. 

DaTicing-mafler. I'll teach him better 
7nanners. 

2^^ Dancing-mafier. I'll make him cut 
a a;/^r three ftory high. 

Parmer. 1*11 //&r/7^ ^>«. 
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l^ayhr, I'll fit on hi& fiirts. 

2^ Taylor. Hell is too good for him. 

3^ Taylor, I'll pink his doublet. 

i^ Taylor, I'll make his a 'make 

buttons. 

Bajket-maker. I'll hamper him, 

Fidler. I'll have him by the ears. 

2^ Fidler. I'll bang him to fome tune. 

Barber. I'll have him by the beard. 

2^ Barber, I'll pull his whijkers. 

3^ Barber. I'll make his hair ftand 
on end. 

4th Barber. I'll comb his /<7Ci^j. 
- Tinker. I'll try what /«^/tf/ he's made 
of. r 

Cobler. I'll make an «7^ of him. 

Tobacconifl, I'll make him^^iji^. 

2^ Tobacconifl. I'll make him fet up 
his pipes. 

Gold-finder. I'll make him fiink. 

Hackney-coachman. I'll . make him 
know his driver, 

2^ Hackney-coachman. I'll drive him 
to the devil. 

Butcher. I'll have a //W of him. 

2^ Butcher. Let us ^/ow him up. 

2^ Butcher. My knife in him. 
: . / U 3 7V^//r/^. 
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Nurfe. V\i fwaddleWva, 

Attabapifi. We'll dip the rogue in the 
fond. 

Oftler. I'll rub\i\VR. down. 

Shoe-maker. Set him in xhtjioch. 

Banker. I'll kick him to half crcnonsi 

2^ Banker. I'll pay him ofF. 

Bow/er. I'll have a rubber with him. 

Gamefter. I'll make his bones rattle. 

Boddice-maker. I'll lace his fides. 

Gardener. I'll make him water bis 
plants. 

Ale-wife. I'll reckon with him. 

Cuckold, I'll make him pull in his 
horns. 

Old Woman. I'll mumble him. 

Hangman. I'll throttle him. 

But at laft the people, having received 
affurances that William Wood was neither 
in the houfe nor kingdom, appointed cer- 
tain commiflioners to hang him in efBgyj 
whereof the whole ceremony and pro- 
ceflion deferve to be tranfmitted to poftc- 
rity. 

Firft, the way was cleared by ,a de- 
tachment of the black-guards^ with fliort 

flicks 



WOOD'S EXECUTION, 295 
dicks in their hands, and cockades of pa^ 
per in their hats. 

Then appeared JVilliam Woody E(q; 
reprefented to the life by an old piece of 
carved timber, taken from the keel of a 
fhip. Upon his face, which looked very 
difmal, were fixed at proper diAances 
feveral pieces of his ow.n coin, to denote 
who he was, and to fignify his calling and 
his crime. He wore on his bedd a peroke, 
very artfully compofed of four old mops; 
a halter about his neck ferved him for a 
cravat. His cloaths were indeed not fo 
neat and elegant as is ufual with perfons 
in his condition (which fome cenforious 
people imputed to. affedatiori), for he 
was covered with a large rugg of f^^ 
veral colours in patch-work : he was 
borne upon the (boulders of an able-bodied 
porter. In his march by St, Stephens- 
green^ he often bowed on both fides, to 
(hew his refpeds to the company; his de- 
portmept was grave; and his counten^ 
ance, though fomewhat penfive, was very 
compofed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, 
in a long mourning cloak, with his hat 

U 4 ovcf 
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over his nofe, and a handkerchief in his 

left hand to wipe tears from his face. 

Next in order rharched the erecuti- 
oner himfelf in per/on ; whofe venerable 
afped drew the eyes of the whole aflem- 
bly upon him j but he Was further dif- 
tinguiOied by a hdlter, which he bore upon 
his left fhoulder as the badge d his of- 
fice. 

Then followed two p^rfons hand in 
hand ; the one repfefentihg William 
Wood's broth*er-in-law ; the dther a cer- 
tain fadler^ his intimate friend, whofe 
name I fotget. Each had a fmall kettle 
in his hand, wherein was a re^lbnable 
quantity of the new half-pence. At pro- 
per periods they fhdok their kettles, which 
made a melancholy fouhd, like the ring- 
ing of a knell for their partner and con- 
federate. 

After thefe follo^Ved feveyal officers, 
whofe afliftance was neceflary for the more 
decent performance of the great work in 
hand. 

The proceflion was clofed with an innu- 
merable crowd of people, who frequently 
fent out loud huzza's j which were cen- 

fured 



WOOD'S EXECUTION. 297 
fored by wifer heads as a mark of inhu- 
manity, and an ungenerous triumph over 
the unfortunate, without duly confidering 
the various viciilitudes of human life. 
However, as it becomes an impartial 
hiflorian, I will not conceal one obferva- 
tioUj that Mr. Wood himfelf appeared 
wholly unmoved, without the leaft altera- 
tion in his countenance; only when he 
came within fight of the fatal tree, which 
happened to be of the fame fpecies of 
timber with his own perfon, he feemed to 
be fomewhat penfive. 

At the place of execution he appeared 
undaunted, nor was feen to ihcd a tear. 
He made no refiftance, but fubmitted 
himfelf with great refignation to the 
hangman, who was indeed thought 
to ufe him with too much roughnefs, 
neither kifilng him, nor afking him par- 
don. His dying SPEECH was printed, 
and deferves to be written in letters of 
GOLD. Being afked whether it were 
his own true genuine 3PEECH, he did 
not deny jt. 

Thofe of the fofter fex,, who attended 
the ceremony, lapiented that fo comely 

and 
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and vftW-timbered a man (hould c6me 
to fo untimely an end. He hung but a 
fhort time y for, upon feeling his breaft> 
they found it cold and flifF. 

It is ftrange to think, how this me- 
lancholy fpedacle turned the hearts of 
the people to compafTion. When he wat 
cut down, the body was carried through 
the whole city to gather contributions 
for his wake; and all forts of people 
fhewed their liberality according as they 
were able. The ceremony was perform' 
ed in an ale-houfe of diftinc^ion, and ia 
a manner fuitable to the quality of the 
deceafed. While the attendants were 
difcourfing about his funeral, a worthy 
member of the affembly ftood up, and 
propofed that the body fhould be car- 
ried out the next day, and burned with 
the fame pomp and formalities ufed at 
his execution; which would prevent the 
malice of his enemies,, and all indigni- 
ties that might be done to his remains. 
This was agreed to ; and about nine 'o 
clock on the following morning there, 
appeared a fccond proceflion. But, burn- 
ing not having been any p^rt of the fen-» , 

tence, 
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tence» authority thought fit to interpofe, 
and the corpfe was refcued by the civil 
power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred ; 
which occafions many fpeculations. But 
what is more wonderful, it is pofitively 
affirmed by many who pretend to have 
been eye- witneflcs, that there does not ap- 
pear the leaft alteration in any one linea-^ 
ihent or feature of hfs countenance ; nor 
vifible decay, in his whole frame, further 
than what had been made by worms long 
before his execution. The folution of 
which difficulty I fhall leave among na- 
turalif|s. 
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OF THE 

STATE of IRELAND: 

"Written in the Year 1727* 

IANl afTured, that it hath for fome. 
. time been pradifed as a method of 
making men's court, when they are afked 
about the rate of lands, the abilities of 
tenants, the ftate of trade and manufac- 
ture in this kingdom, and how their rents, 
are p^id, to anfwer, that in their neigh-, 
bourhood all things are in a flouriOiing 
condition, the rent and purchafe of land 
every day increafing. And if a gentleman 
happen to be a little more fincere in his 
reprefentations ; befides being looked on 
as not well affeded, he is fure to have ai 
dozen contradidlors at his elbow. I think 
it is no manner of fecret, why thefe quef- 
tions are fo cordially afked, or fo obligingly 
anfwered. - 

■ But fince, with regard to the affairs of 
this kingdom, I have been ufing all en- 
T ^'" \ ' dcavours 
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'deavours to fubdue my indignation; to 
which indeed I am not provoked by any 
perfonal intereft, not being the owner 
of one Ipot of ground in the whole 
ijland; I fhall only enumerate by rules 
generally known, and never contradi#- 
ed, what are the true caufies of any 
country's flourishing and growing rich ; 
;and then examine what efieds arife from 
thole caufes in the kingdom of Ireland* 

The firft caufe of a kingdom's thriv- 
ing is, the fruitfulnefs of the foil to pro- 
duce the neceflaries and conveniencies of 
life; not only fufEcient for the inhabi- 
tants, but for exportation into other coun- 
tries. 

The fecond is, the induftry of the 
people, in working up all their native 
commodities to the lafi degree of manu- 
fafture. 

• The third is, the conveniency of fafe 
-ports and havens, to carry out their own 
goods as much manufactured, and bring 
in thofe of others as liitle manu^dured, 
as the nature of mutjial commerce will 
allow. '• 

The fourth is, that the natives (bould, 

as 
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as much as poflible, export and import 
their goods in veflels of their own tim^ 
ber, made in their own country. 

The fifth is, the privilege of a frte 
trade in all foreign countries which will 
permit them, except thofe who are in 
war with their own prince or ftate. 

The fixth is, by being governed only 
by laws made with their own confent ; 
for otherwife they are not a free people. 
And therefore all appeals for juftice, or 
applications for favour or preferment, to 
another country, are fo many grievous 
impoverilhments. 

The feventh is, by improvement of 
land, encouragement of agriculture, and 
thereby increafing the number of their 
people; without which any country, 
however blefled by nature, muft con- 
tinue poor. 

The eighth is, the refidence of the 
prince, or chief adminiftrator of the ci- 
vil power. 

The ninth is, the concourfe of foreign- 
ers, for education, curiofity, or pleafure; 
or as to a general mart of trade. 

The tenth is, by difpofing all offices 

of 
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of honour, profit, or truft, only to the na- 
tives } Of at Icaft with very few exxeptions", 
where ftrangers have long inhabited the 
country, and are *fuppofed to under- 
ftand and regard the incereft of it as their 
own. 

The eleventh is, .when the rents of 
lands and profits of employments are fpent 
in the country which produced them, and 
not in another ; the former of which will 
certainly happen where the love of our 
native country prevails. 

The twelfth is, by the public revenues 
, being all fpent and employed at home, 
except on the occafions of a foreign war. 

The thirteenth is, where the people 
are not obliged, unlefs they find 'it for 
their own intereft or conveniency, to re- 
ceive any monies, except of their own 
coinage by a public mint after the man- 
ner, of all civilized nations. 

The fourteenth is, a difpofitiori of the 
people of a country to wear their own 
manufactures, and import as few incite- 
ments to luxury, either in cloaths, furni- 
ture, food, or drink, as they pofiibly can 
live conveniently without; 

6 There 
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There are many other caufes of a na- 
tion's thriving, which I at prefent cannot 
recolle£l : but without advantage from at 
leaft fome of thefe, after turning my 
thoughts a long time, I am not able to 
difcover from whence our wealth proceeds, 
and therefore would gladly be better in- 
formed. In the mean time I will here 
examine what (hare falls to Ireland of 
thefe caufes, or of the efFeds and confe- 
quences. 

It is not my intention to complain, 
but barely to relate fads ; and the matter 
is not of fmall importance. For it is al- 
lowed, that a man who lives in a fblitary 
houfe, far from help, is not wife in endea- 
vouring to acquire in the neighbourhood 
the reputation of being rich ; becaufe 
thofe who come for gold will go off with 
pewter and brafs, rather than return emp- 
ty: and in the common pradice of the 
world thofe who poflefs moft wealth 
make the leaft parade ; which they leav« 
to odiers, who have nothing elfe to bear 
thciu out in fliewing their faces on the 

As to he iirft caufe of a nation's 
7 riches. 
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ridies, being the fertility of the foil, 
as well as temperature of climate, we 
have no reafon to complain; for al- 
though the quantity of unprofitable land 
in this kingdom, reckoning bog and 
rock and barren mountain, be double 
ia proportion to what it is in England \ 
yet the native produdicns, which both 
kingdoms deal in, are very hear an equa- 
lity in point of goodnefs, and might 
with the fame encouragement be as well 
manufadured. I except mines and mi- 
nerals ; in fome of which however we 
ae only defedlive in point of flcill and 
induftry. 

In the fecond, which is the induftry 
of the people, our misfortune is not al- 
together owing to our own fault, but to 
a million of difcouragements. 

The conveni^ncy of ports and ha- 
vens, which natuie hath beftowed fo 
liberally on this kingdom, is of no more 
ufc to us, than a beautiful profpe<5l to 
a man fhut up in a dungeon. 

As to (hipping of its own, Ireland 

is fo utterly unprovided, that of all the 

excellent timber cut down within thefe 

. Vol. X. X fifty 



Sc6 A SHORT VIEW OF THE 
fifty or fixty years it can hardly be £dd, 
that the nation hath received the bene- 
fit of one valuable houfe to dwell in> 
or one fhip to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever 
heard or read of, either in ancient or 
modern ftory, which was denied the 
liberty of exporting their native com- 
modities and manufactures wherever 
they pleafed, except to countries at war 
with their own prince or ftate : yet this 
privilege, by the fuperiority of mere 
power, is refufed us in the moft mo- 
mentous parts of commerce ; befides an 
adt of navigation, to which we never 
confented, pinned down upon us, and 
rigoroufly executed; and a thouiand 
other unexampled clrcumftances, as 
grievous as they are invidious to men- 
tion. To go on to the re^. 

It is too well known, that we are 
forced to obey fome laws we never con- 
fented to ; which is a condition I muft 
not call by its true uncontroverted name 
for fear of lord chief-jufticc Whitjheds 
ghoft with his * libertas et natale folutn^ 

* Liberty and my native country, 

written 
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written for a motto on his coach, as it 
flood at the door of the court, while he 
was perjuring himfelf to betray both. 
Thus we are in the condition of patients, 
who have phyfick fent them by dodors 
at a diftancc, ftrangers to their confti- 
tution and the nature of their difeafe: 
and thus we are forced to pay five hun- 
dr^ ^ cent, to decide our properties : 
in all which we have "likewife the honour 
to be diftinguifhed from the whole race of 
mankind. 

As to the improvement of land ; thofe 
few, who attempt that or planting, 
through covetoufnefs or want of fkill 
generally leave things worfe than they 
were; neither fucceeding in trees nor 
hedges ; and by running into the fancy 
of grazing, after the manner of the Scy^ 
thianSy are every day depopulating the 
country. 

We are fo far from having a king to 
refide among us, that even the viceroy is 
generally abfent four fifths of his time in 
the government. 

No ftrangers from other countries 
make this a part of their travels ; where 

X 2 they 
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they can exped to fee nothing but {cenes 

of mifery and defolation. 

Thofe who have the misfortune to be 
born here, have the leaft title to any con- 
fiderable employment ; to which they are 
feldom preferred, but upon a political con- 
federation. 

One third part of the rents of Ire- 
land is fpent in England ; which, with 
the profit of employments, penfions, 
appeals, journies of pleafure or health, 
education at the inns of court and both 
univerfities, remittances at pleafure, the 
pay of all fuperior officers in the army, 
and other incidents, will amount to a 
full half of the income of the whole 
kingdom, all clear profit to England. 

We are denied the liberty of coining 
geld, filver, or even copper. In the iflc 
of Man they coin their own Jilver ; every 
petty prince, vaffal to the Emperor^ c.2Xi 
coin what money he pleafeth. And in 
this, as in mod of the articles already 
mentioned, we are an exception to all 
other ftates or monarchies, that were ever 
known in the world. 

As 
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As to the laft, or fourteenth article, 
we take fpecial care to ad diametrical- 
ly contrary to it in the whole courfe of 
our lives. Both fexes, but efpecially the 
women, defpife and abhor to wear any 
of their own manufadures, even thofe 
which are better made than in other 
countries; particularly a fort of filk 
plaid, through which the workmen are 
forced to run a kind of gold thread that 
it. may pafs for Indian. Even ale and 
potatoes are imported from England^ as 
well as corn ; and our foreign trade is 
little more than importation of French 
wine, for which I am told we pay ready 
money. 

Now, if all this be true (upon which 
I could eafily enlarge), I would 'be glad 
to know, by what fccret method it is, 
that we grow a rich and flourifhing peo- 
ple, without liberty^ trade, manufaSiures, 
inhabitant s, money ^ or the privilege of 
coining', without induftry, labour, or 
improvement of land', and with more 
than half the rent and profits of the 
whole kingdom annually exported, for 
X 3 • which 
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which we receive not a fingle farthing : 
and to make up all this, nothing worth 
mentioning, except the linen of the 
Narth^ a trade cafual, corrupted, and 
at mercy ; and fome butter from Cork, 
If we do flourirh, it mufl be againfl 
every law of nature and reafon ; like 
the thorn at Glaftenbury^ that blofibms 
in the midil of winter. 

. Let the worthy commiJ/ionerSf who 
come from England^ ride round the 
kingdom, and obferve the face of nature, 
or the face of the natives ; the improve- 
ment of the land ; the thriving nume- 
rous plantations ; the noble woods ; 
the abundance and vicinity of country 
feats ; the commodious farmers houfes 
and barns; the towns and villages, 
where every body is bufy, and thriving 
with all kind of manufadtures ; the 0iops 
full of goods .wrought to perfedlion, and 
filled with cuftomers ; the comfortable 
diet and drefs, and dwellings of the peo- 
ple ; the vaft numbers of (hips in our 
harbours and docks, and £hip-wrights in 
ppr fea-port towns j th? roads croud^d 
• with 
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with carriers, laden with rich manufactures ; 
the perpetual concourfe to and fro of 
pompous equipages. 

With what envy and admiration would 
thofe gentlemen return from fo delightful 
a progrefs ? what glorious reports would 
they make, when they went back to Eng- 
land? 

But my heart is too heavy to conti- 
nue this irony longer ; for it is manifeft, 
that whatever ftranger took fuch a jour- 
ney, would be apt to think himfelf travel- 
ing in Lapland or Yflandy rather than in 
a country fo favoured by nature as ours, 
both in fruitful nefs of foil, and tempe- 
rature of climate. The miferable drefs, 
and diet, and dwelling of the people; 
the general defolation in moft parts of 
the kingdom ; the old feats of the no- 
bility and gentry all in ruins, and no 
new ones in their ftead; the families of 
farmers, who pay great rents, living in 
filth and naftinefs upon buttermilk and 
potatoes, without a fhoe or flocking to 
their feer, or a houfe fo convenient as an 
Englijh hog-fty to receive them. Thefe 
indeed may be comfortable fights to an 

X 4 EngUp 
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Englijh fpedator; who conies for a (liort 
time, only to learn the language, and re- 
turns back to his own country, whither he 
finds all our wealth tranfmitted. 

Nojlra m'lferia magna ejl. 

There is not one argument ufed to 
prove the riches of Ireland, which is not 
a logical demonftration of its poverty. 
The life of our rents is Iqueezed out of 
the very blood, and vitals, and cloaths, 
and dwellings of the tenants, who live 
worfe than Englijh beggars. The low* 
nefs of intereft, in all other countries a 
fign of wealth, is in us a proof of mi- 
fery ; there being no trade to employ 
any borrower. Hence alone comes the 
dearnefs of land, iince the favers have 
no other way to lay out their money; 
hence the dearnefs of neceflaries for life: 
becaufe the tenants cannot affprd to 
pay fuch extravagant rates for land 
(which they mull take or go a begging), 
without railing the price of cattle, and 
of corn, although themfelves (hould live 
upon chaff. Hence our increafe of build- 
ings in this city \ becaufe workmen have 

nothing 
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nothing to do but to employ one another, 
and one half of them are infallibly un- 
done. Hence the daily increafe of bank- 
ersy who may be a neceflary evil in a 
trading country, but fo ruinous in ours ; 
who for their private advantage have 
fent away all our (ilver, and. one third 
of our gold ; fo that within three years 
paft the running calli of the nation, 
which was about five hundred thoufand 
pounds, is now lefs than two, and muft 
daily diminifh, unlefs we have liberty to 
coin, as well as that important kingdom, 
the ifle of Man^ and. the meaneft prin* 
cipality in the German empire, as I be- 
fore obferved. 

I have fometimes thought, that this 
paradox of the kingdom growing rich 
is chiefly owing to thbfe worthy gentle- 
men the BANKERS ; who, except fome 
cuftom-houfe officers, birds of paflage, 
oppreffive thrifty 'fquires, and a few o- 
thers who fhaU be namelefs, are the on- 
ly thriving people among us : and I have 
often wiihed, that a law w6re enaded 
to hang up half a dozen bankers every 
year, and thereby interpofe, at leaft fome 

fliort 
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ihort delay to the further ruin of Ire- 
land. 

Te are idle, ye are idle, anfwered Pba- 
raoh to the 1/raeliteSy when they com- 
plained to bis majejiy, that they were 
forced to make bricks without ftraw. 

England enjoys every one of thofe ad- 
vantages for enriching a nation, which 
I have above enumerated ; and, into the 
bargain, a good million returned to 
them every year without labour or ha- 
zard, or one farthing value received on 
our fide : but how long we fhall be able 
to continue the paymept, I am not un- 
der the lead concern. One thing I know, 
that ivhen the hen is Jlarved to death, 
there ijoill be no more golden eggs, 

I think it a little unhofpitable, and 
others may call it a fubtile piece of 
malice, that becaufe there may be a 
dozen families in this town able to en- 
tertain their Englifi friends in a gene- 
rous manner at their tables, their guefts 
upon their return to England fliall re- 
port, that we wallow in riches and lu- 
xury. 

Yet, I confefs, I have known an ho- 

fpital, 
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fpital, where all the houfhold officers grew 
rich; while the poor, for whofe fake it 
was built, were almoft flarving for want of 
food and raiment. 

To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and 
flourifhing kingdom, its wealth and pro- 
fperity muft be owing to certain caufes, 
that are yet concealed from the whole race 
of mankind ; and the eifeds are equally 
invifible. We need not wonder at ftrangers, 
when they deliver fuch paradoxes ; but a 
native and inhabitant of this kingdom, 
who gives the iame verdid, mud be either 
ignorant to ftupidity, or a man-pleafer at 
the expence of all honour, confcience, and 
truth*. 



* The prefent ftate of /r*- 
latid^ is in general asflourilh* 
ing as poifible. Agriculture is 
cuiuvaced : arts and fciences 
iue encouraged : ^nd iq the 



fpace of eighteen years, which 
is almoft the full time that I 
have known it, no kingdom 
can be more improved. 

Orrery* 
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A PAPER 

CALLED 

A Memorial of the foor Inhabitants^ 
Tradefmen, and Labourers of the King" 
dom of Ireland. 

Written in the Year 1728, 

I RECEIVED a paper from you, who- 
ever you are, printed without any 
name of author ctt- printer ; and fent, I 
fuppofc, to me among others without any 
particular diftinflion. It contains a com- 
plaint of the dcarnefs of corn ; and fome 
fchemes for making it cheaper, which I 
cannot approve of. 

But pray permit me, before I go fur- 
ther, to give you a fliort hiftory of the 
fteps by which we arrived at this hopeful 
fituation. 

W 
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It was indeed the (hameful pradice 
of too many Irijb farmers to wear out 
their ground with ploughing ; while, ci- 
ther through poverty, lazincfs, or igno- 
rance, they neither took care to manure 
it as they ought, nor gave time to any 
part of the land to recover itfelf ; and 
when their leafes were near expiring, be- 
ing afTured that their landlords would 
not renew, they ploughed even the mea- 
dows, and made fuch havock, that ma- 
ny landlords were confiderablefuflcrers 
by it *. 

This gave birth to that abominable 
race of graziers, who upon eicpira- 
tion of the farmers leafes were ready to 
cngrofs great quantities of land; and 
the gentlemen having been before often 
ill paid, and their land worn out of heart, 
were too cafily tempted, when a rich 
grazier made an offer to take all their 
land, and give them fecurity for payment. 
Thus, a vaft trad of land, where twenty 
or thirty farmers lived, together with 

* This pradice probably ed in the Propefalfor the uni- 
produced the penal claufes to verfal ufe of Jrijh manu- 
prohibit ploughing, mention* faffurei. 

their 
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their cottagers and labourers in their 
feveral cabins became all defolate, and 
eafily managed by one or two herdfmen 
and their boys ; whereby the mafter- 
grazier with little trouble feized to 
himfelf the livelihood of a hundred 
people. 

It mull be confefled, that the far- 
mers were juftly puniflied for their 
knavery y brutality ^ 2LT\d folly ^ But neither 
are the /quires and landlords to be ex- 
cufed ; for to them is owing the depo- 
pulating of the country, the vaft num- 
ber of beggars^ and the ruin of thofe 
few forry improvements we had. 

That farmers ihould be limited in 
ploughing, is very reafonable, and prac- 
tifed in England ; and might have eafi- 
Jy been done here by penal clauies in 
their leafes: but to deprive them in 
a manner altogether from tilling their 
lands, was a moft (lupid want of think- 
ing. 

Had the farmers been confined to 
plough a certain quantity of land, with 
a penalty of ten pounds an acre for 
whatever they exceeded, and further li- 
mited 
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lited for the three or four laft years of 
[leir leafes, all this evil had been pre- 
ented ; the nation would, have faved a 
million of money ; and been more po- 
pulous by above two hundred thoufand 
mh. 

For a people, denied the benefit of 
rade^ to manage their lands in fuch a 
nanner as to produce nothing, but what 
:hey are forbidden to trade with, or on- 
y fuch things as they can neither ex- 
port nor manufacture to advantage, is 
in abfurdity that a wild Indian would be 
afhamed of; efpecially when we add, 
that we are content to purchafe this hope- 
ful commerce by fending to foreign mar- 
kets for our daily bread. 

The grazier s employment is to feed 
great flocks oi Jheep, or black cattle^ or 
both. With regard to Jheepy as folly is 
ufually accompanied with perverfenefs, 
fo it is here. There is fomething fo 
monflrous to deal in a commodity (fur- 
ther than for our own ufe), which we 
are not allowed to export manufadur- 
ed, nor even unmanufactured, but to 
one certain country, and only to fome 
. 2 fev: 
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few ports in that country ; there is, I fay - 
fomething fo fottifb, that it wants a name 
in our language to exprefs it by : and the 
good of it is, that the more Jheep we 
have, the fewer human creatures are left 
to wear the nsoool^ ot eat the jkjh, Ajax 
was mad, when he miilook a flock of 
flieep for his enemies : but we (hall never 
be fober, until we have the fame way of 
thinking. 

The other part of the grazier s bufi- 
nefs is what we call blach cattle^ pro- 
ducing bides^ talloWy and beefioi ex- 
portation : all which are good and uie- 
ful commodities, if rightly managed. 
But it feems, the greateft part of the 
bides are fent out raw, for want of bark 
to tan them ; and that want will daily 
grow ftronger: for, I doubt, the new 
projed of tanning without it is at an 
end. Our beefy I am afraid, ftill conti- 
nues fcandalous in foreign markets for 
tbe old reafom. But our tallowy for any 
thing I know, may be good. However, 
to beftow the whole kingdom on beef 
and mutton, and thereby drive out half 
the people, who fhould eat their (hare, 
3 and 
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and force the reft to fend fometimes as 
far as Egypt for bread to eat with it, is 
a moft peculiar and diftinguifhed piece 
of public cpconomy, of which I have no 
tdmprehenfiOn. 

I know very well that our anceftors 
the Scythians, and their pofterity our 
kinfmen the Tartar s, lived upon the 
blood and milk and raw flefli of tlieif 
cattle, Mrithout one grain of corn', but 
I confefs myfelf fo degenerate, that I 
am not eafy without bmad to my vi- 
duals; 

What amazed me for a week <5t twoj 
was to fee, in this prodigious plenty bi 
cattle, and dearth of human creatures ;, 
and want of breads a^ well as money to 
buy it, that all kind oiflepj-meat (hould 
be monftroufly dear, beyond what was 
ever known in this kingdom. I thought 
it a defed in the laws, that there was 
not Ibme regulation in the price of flejh^ 
as well as bread: but I imagine myfelf 
to have gueffed out the reafon : in (hort, 
I am apt to think, that the whole king-^ 
dom is over flocked with cattle, both 
Hack and n^hitei and as it is obferved, 

Vol. X. Y that 
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that the poor Irijh have a vanity to be 
rather owners of two lean cows than one 
fat, although with double the charge of 
grazing, and but half the quantity of 
milk ; fo I conceive it much more dif- 
ficult at prefent to find a fat bullock 
or wether^ than it would be if half of 
them were fairly knocked on the head : 
for I am afTured, that the diilrid in the 
i'everal markets, called carrum-roWy is as 
reafonable as the poor can defire ; only 
the circumflance of mon^ to purchafi 
iti and of trader or labour^ to purchafi 
that momyy are indeed wholly want- 
ing. 

Now, Sir, to return more particularly 
to you, and your memorial. 

A hundred thoufand barrels of wheats 
you fay, fhould be imported hither ; and 
ten thoufand pounds pr<emum to the 
importers. Have you looked into the 
purfe of the nation ? I am no commif- 
lioner of the treafury\ but am well 
aflurcd, that the whole running cajh 
would not fupply you with a fum to 
purchafc fo much corn^ which, only at 
twenty fhillings a barrel, will be a hunr 
I dred 
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dred thoufand pounds; and ten thou« 
fand more for the preemium. But you 
will trafEck for your corn with other 
goods : and where are tho(e goods ? if 
you had them, they are all engaged to pay 
the rents of abfentees^ and other occafions 
in London^ befides a huge balance of trade 
this year againft us. Will forergners take 
our bankers paper ? I fuppofe, they will 
value it at little more than fo much a 
quire. Where are thefe rich farmers and 
ingrojfers of cortty in fo bad a year, and fo 
little fowing ? 

You are in pain for two (hillings 
pramiumy and forget the twenty {hil- 
lings for the price ; iind me out the latter, 
and I will engage for the former. 

Your fcheme for a tax for raifing fuch 
a fum is all vifionary, and owing to a 
great want of knowledge in the niife" 
rable Jiatz of this nation. Tea^ coffee^ 
fugar^ fpicesy wincy and foreign cloths^ 
are the particulars you mention, upon 
which this tax fhould be raifed. I will 
allow the two firft; becaufe they are 
unwholefome; and the laft, becaufe I 
ibould be glad if they were all burned ; 

Y 2 but 
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but I beg you will leave lis our wine 
to make us a while forget our fnifery ; or 
give your tenants leave to plough for bar- 
ky. But I will tell you 2ifecret^ which I 
learned many years ago froin the com- 
miffioners of the cujioms in London: 
they faid, when any commodity a{^)eared 
to be taxed above a moderate rdte^ the 
confequence was to leflen that branch 
of the revenue by one half; and one of 
thofe gentlemen pleafantly told me, that 
the mil^ake of parliaments on fuch oc- 
cafions was owing to an error of com- 
puting two and two to make four; 
whereas in the buiine(s of laying beaoy 
impofitions two and two never made 
more than one ; which happens by leflen- 
ing the import, and the ftrong tempta- 
tion of running fuch goods as paid high 
duties, at leaft in this kingdom* Al- 
though the women are as vain and ex- 
travagant as their .lovers or their huf- 
bands can deferve, and the men are fond 
enough of wine, yet the number of both, 
who can afford fuch expences, is io 
fmall, that the major part muft refufe 
gratifying themfelves, and the duties 

will 
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will rather be lef^ned than increafed. 
But, allowing no force in this argument ; 
yet fq preternatural a fum, as one hun- 
dred and ten thoufand pounds, raifed 
all on a fudden (for there is no dallying 
with hunger), is jufl in proportion with 
raifing a million and a half in England \ 
which, as things now ftand, would pro- 
bably bring that opulent kingdom under 
fome diiHculties. 

You are concerned how ftrange and 
furprizing it would be in foreign parts 
to hear, that the poor weie ftarving i^ 
a RICH country, etc. Are you in eameft ? 
is Ireland the rich country you mean ? 
or are you infulting our poverty f were 
you ever out of Ireland f or were you 
ever in it till of late? You may pro- 
bably have a good employment, and are 
laving all you can to purchafe a good 
efiate in England. But by talking lb fa- 
miliarly of one hundred and ten thou- 
fand pounds by a tax upon a few cont' 
moditiesy it is plain, you are either na- 
turally or affededly ignorant of our pre- 
fent condition ; or elfe you would know 
and allow, that fuch a fum is not to be 

Y 3 xaifed 
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raifcd here, without a general eiccife\ 
fince, in proportion to our wealth, we pay 
already in taxes more than England ever 
did in the height of the war. And when 
you have brought over your corn, who 
will be the buyers ? moft certainly, not 
the poor, who will not be akle to purchafe 
the twentieth part of it. 

Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a 
very crude piece, liable to more obje^Hons 
than there are lines ; but, I think, your 
meaning is good, and fp far you are par- 
donable. 

If you will propole a general contri- 
bution for fupporting the poor in pota- 
toes and butter-milk^ till the new corn 
comes in, perhaps you may fuccccd bet- 
ter; becaufb the thing at leall is pof- 
fible: and, I think, if our brethren in 
England would contribute upon this 
eniergency, out of the million they gain 
from us every year, they would do a 
piece q{ jujlice as well as charity. In the 
inean time go and preach to your own 
tenants to fall to the plough as fail as 
they can ; and prevail with yoUr neigh- 
Ipouring Tquires to do the fame with 

theirs: 
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theirs ; or elfe die with the guilt of having 
driven away half the inhabitants, and 
darving the reft. For as to your fcheme 
of raiiing om hundred and ten thoufand 
poundsy it is as vain as that of Rabelais \ 
which was to fqueeze out wind from the 
pofleriors of a dead afs. 

But, why all this concern for the poor? 
We want them not as the country is now 
managed ; they may follow thoufands ot 
their leaders, and feek (;heir bread abroad. 
Where the plough has no work, one family 
can do the bufinefs of fifty, and you may 
fend away the other forty-nine. An ad- 
mirable piece of husbandry, never known 
or pra^tifed by the wifeft nations, who er- 
roneoufly thought people to be the riches 
of a country I 

If fo wretched a flate of things woulc) 
allow it» methinks I could have 9, mali- 
cious pleafure, after all the warning I 
have in vain given the publick at my 
own peril for feveral years pad, to fee 
the confequences and events anfwering 
in every particular. I pretend to no fa- 
gacity : what I writ was little n)ore th^n 
wli^t I had difcourfed to feveral peribns, 

Y 4 wbq 
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who were generally of my opinion : and 
it was obvious to every coinition under-- 
ftanding, that fuch effeds muft needs 
follow from fuch caufes. A fair iflue of 
things begun upon party rage, while 
fome facrificed the publick to fury^ «nd 
others to ambition : while a fpirit of 
fadion and opprefiion reigned in every 
part of the country, ^liere gentlettien^, 
inflcad of confulfing the eafe of their 
tenants or cultivating their lands, were 
worrying one another upon points of 
whig and tory^ of high church and l(m 
church *j which no more concerned them 
than the long and famous controverfy 
of Jirops * for razors : while agricul^ 
ture was wholly difcouraged, and confe- 
quently half the farmers and labourers, 
and poorer tradefmen, forced to beg- 
gary or banifbment : Wifdom crieth in 
ihejlreets\ becaufe I have called on you \ 
I have Jir etched out my handy arid m 
man regarded. But ye havefet at naught 
all my counfelsj and would none of my 

* A piece of leather pafted pcrty and excellence of which 
on wood to be uled with a fcvcral competitors eagerly 
ctruin powder, Tor the pro- contended* 

reproof 
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reproof* I alfo will laugh at your calamity ^ 
and fftock when your fear cometh* 

I have now done with your memo- 
rial, and freely excufe your miftakes, 
iinoe you appear to write as a ftranger, 
and as of a country which is left at li^ 
berty to enjoy the benefits of nature, 
and to make the beft of thofe advantages 
which God hath given it in ibil, climate, 
and fituation. 

But having lately ient out a paper, in- 
tituled, A fhort view of the fiate of 
Ireland ; and hearing of an objedion, 
that fome people think I have treated 
the memory of the late lord chief ju;ftice 
Whitfhed with an appearance of fevt- 
rity: iince I may not probably have 
another opportunity of explaining myfelf 
in that particular, I chufe to do it here : 
laying it therefore down for a poftula- 
tttnty which I fuppofe will be univerfaliy 
granted, that no little creature of fo 
mean a birth and genius had ever the 
honour to be a greater enemy to his coun- 
try, and to all kinds of virtue than H £, 
I anfwer thus ; whether there be two 
(different goddelTes called Fame^ as fome 
6 authors 
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authors contend, or only one goddefi 
founding two different trumpets, it is cer- 
tain, that people diflinguifhed for their 
villainy have as good a title to a blafl from 
the proper trumpet j as thofe who are moft 
renowned for their virtues have from the 
other ; and have equal reafbi) to complain 
if it be refufed them. And accordingly 
the names of the moft celebrated pr^' 
gates have been faithfully tranfmitted 
down to pofterity. And although the 
perfon here underftood aded his part in 
an obfcure corner of the world ; yet his 
talents might have (hone with luftre 
enough in the nobleft fcene. 

As to my naming a perfon dead, the 
plain honeft reafon is the beft. He was 
armed with power and will to do mifchief, 
even where he was not provoked, as ap- 
peared by his profecuting two print ers^ 
one to death, and both to ruin, who had 
neither offended God, iwr the king, nor 
him, nor the publick. 

What an encouragement to vice i? 
this ? If an ill man be alive, and in 
power, we dare not attack him; . and if 
he be weary of the world, or of his own 

villainies, 



A MEMORIAL, &c. 331 
villainies, he has nothing to do but die, 
and then his reputation is fafe. For thefe 
excellent cafuifts know juft Latin enough 
to have heard a moft foolifh precept, 
Aat de fHortuis nil nifi honum ; fo that 
\{ Socrates^ and Anytus his acciifer *, had 
happened to die together, the charity 
of furvivors muft either have obliged 
them to hold their peace, or to fix the 
^me charader oa both. The only crime 
of charging the dead is, when the leaft 
doubt remains whether the aecufation 
be true ; but when men are openly a- 
bandoned, and loft to all (hame, they 
have no reafon to think it hard, if their 
memory be reproached. Whoever re-^ 
ports, or otherwise publifheth, any thing 
which it is poffible may be falfe, that, 
man is a ilanderer 5 hie nigerefl^ hunc tUy 
Rotnane, caveto. Even the leaft mifre- 
prefentation, or aggravation of fa<fts, de- 
serves the fame cenfure in fome degree : 
but in this cafe I am quite deceived, if 
my error hath not been on the fide bf 
f^xtenuatiQn. 

*Ajr/aJone of the wretches deavourins to fnbvert the re> 
who accufed Stcrattt of con- ligion of his country, 
^mning the gods, and enr 

{ have 
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I have now prefent before me the ide^ 
of fome perfons (I know not in what 
part of the world), who fpend every n[)o- 
ment of their lives, and every turn of 
their thoughts while they «re awake (and 
probably of their dreams while they 
ileep), in the mofl deteAable a<9;ions and 
defigns; who delight in tnifclHeff fcan- 
daly and obloqujy with the hatred and 
contempt oi all mankind againft them; 
but chiefly of thofe among their own 
party, and their own family ; fuch, whofe 
odious qualities rival each other for per- 
fedlion ; avarice^ brutality^ faSHon^ pridet 
malice, treachery^ n<^fi-i ifnpudencey dulnefsy 
ignorance^ vanity^ and revengey contend- 
ing every moment for fuperiority in their 
breafts. Such creatures are not to be re- 
formed ; neither is it prudent, or fafe to 
attempt a reformation. Yet, although 
their memories will roty there may be fome 
benefit for their furvivors, to fmell it while 
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/ am^ Sir, 

Your humble fervanty 

25.1728. ^•^• 

A VIN- 



VIN D I CATION 

Of His Excellency 

yohn Lord Carteret^ 

FROM THE 

CHARGE of favouring none but T^nVx, 
High-Churcb-men^ and Jacobites *. 

N 

Written in the year 1730. 

IN order to treat this important fub- 
]t€t with the greateft fairnefs and im- 
partiality, perhaps it may Be convenient 
to give fome account of his excellency ; in 
whofe life and charader there are certain 
particulars, which might give a very juft 
fufpicion of fome truth in the accufation ^ 
he lies under. 

He is defcended from two noble, an- 
cient and moft loyal families, the Carte-^ 
retSy and the Grarruilles : too much 
diftinguifhed, I confefs, for what they 
aded, and what they fufFered in defend- 

* The view of this piece tical bigotry out of coun- 
feems to be to recommend tenancc> 
moderation, and laugh poli- 

ing 
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ing the former conftitution in church and 
ftate under king Charles the martyr ; I 
mean that very prince, on account of 
whofe martyrdom a form of prayer, 
with fajling, '■jcas enjoined by a£i of par- 
liament to be ufedon the 30/^ day of Ja- 
nuary every year, to implore the mercies 
cf God, that the guilt of that f acred and 
inmcent blood might not be vifted on us or 
our poflerity ; as we may read at large in 
our common-prayer-booh ; which day hath 
been folemnly kept, even within the me- 
mory of many men now alive. 

His excellency the prefent lord was 
educated in the univerfity of Oxford; 
from whence, with a fingularity fcarce 
to be juftified, he carried away more 
Greek, Latin, and philofopby, than proper- 
ly became a perfon of his rank; indeed 
much more of each than moft of thofe 
who are forced to live by their learning 
will be at the unneceilary pains to load 
their heads with. 

Thip was the rock he fplit on upon 
his f^rft appearance in the world, and hav- 
ing juft got clear of his guardians. For 

as 
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foon as he came to town, fbme biihops, 
i clergymen, and other perfbns moft 
linent for learning and parts, got him 
long them ; from whom although 

w^re fortunately dragged by a lady 
d the couit, yet he could never wipe 
* the ftain, nor wafli out the tindure» 

his univeriity acquirements and dif- 
dtionsi 

To this another misfortune was add- 
, that it pleafed God to endow him 
ith great natural talents, memory, judge* 
ent, comprehenflon, eloquence, and 
it: and, to finiih the work, all thefe 
sre fortified even in his youth with the 
[vantages received by fuch employ-^ 
ents, as are bed fitted both to exer- 
fe and poli(h the gifts of nature and 
lucation, having been ambaf&dor in 
veral courts, when his age would hard- 

allow him to take a degree ; and made 
rincipal fecretary of ftate at a period 
hen, according to cuflom, he ought to 
ave been bufied in lofing his money at 

chocolate hou(e, or in other amufe^ 
lents equally laudable and epidemic 
mong perfons of honour. 

I cannot 
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I cannot omit another weak fide lit 
his excellenqy. For it is known, and 
can be proved upon him, that Greek and 
JLaim books might be found every day 
in his dreJIing-room, if it were- careful- 
ly fearched ; and there is reafon to fuf- 
pe6k, that fome of the faid books have 
been privately conveyed to him by toy 
hands. I am likewife afTured, that he 
hath been taken in the very fa<Sb of read- 
ing the iaid books, even in the mklft 
of a feflion, to the great negle<% of pub- 
lic affairs. 

I own, there may be fome grounds 
for this charge ; becaufe I have it from 
good hands, that when his excellency 
is at dinner with one or two fcholars 
at his elbows, he grows a moft unfup- 
portable and unintelligible companion 
to all the fine gentlemen round the 
table. 

I cannot deny, that his exceHency lies 
under another very great difadvantage^ 
For with all the accompli (hments above 
mentioned, adding that of a moft come- 
ly and graceful perfon, and during the 
prime of youth, fpirits, and vigour, b« 

hath 
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ath in a mod unexemplary manner led 
regular domeftic life ; difcovers a great 
deem, and friendfliip, and love for his 
tdy, as well as true afFefbion for his 
hildren ; and when he is difpofed to 
dmit an entertaining evening-compa- 
ion, he doth not always enough re- 
ed:, whether the perfon may poflibly in 
3rmer days have lain under the imputa- 
ion of a tory ; nor at fuch times do the 
latural or affe&ed fears oi popery and the 
fetender i!nake any part of the converfa- 
ion : I prefume, becaufe neither Horner^ 
^lato^ AriflothyOx Cicero^ have made any 
nention of them. 

Thefe I freely acknowledge to be hi? 
xcellency's failings: yet, I think it is 
greed by philofophers and divines, that 
bme allowance ought to be given to 
luman infirmity, and to the prejudices of 
L wrong education. 

I am well aware, how much my fen- 
iments dif^r from the orthodox opinions 
>f one or two principal patriots, at the 
lead of whom I name with honour P;- 
^orides ; for thefe have decided the mat- 
;er diredly againft me by declaring, 

Vol. X. Z that 
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that no perfon, who was ever known to 
lie under the fufpicion of one fingle tory 
principle, or who had been once feen at 
a great nian's levee in the ivorjl of times *, 
fhould be allowed to come within the 
verge of the caftle ; much lefs to bow 
in the ariti- chamber, appear at the ajfem- 
bites ^ or dance at a birth- night. How- 
ever^ I dare aflert that this maxim hath 
been often controlled ; *and that, on the 
contrary, a confiderable number of earlj 
penitents have been received into grace, 
who are now an orname?it, happinefs, and 
fupport to the nation. 

Neither do 1 find any murmuring on 
fome other points of greater importance, 
where this favourite maxim is not fd 
ftridlly obferved. 

To inftance only in one. I have not 
heard that any care hath hitherto been 
taken to difcover whether madam + Vlo- 
•lante be a 'whig or tory in her principles; 
or even that fhe hath ever been offend 
the oaths to the ^dvermnent : on the con* 



* The three laft years of called by the wbigs^ 
queen y»/w/, when lord Ox' f A famous Italian ropv 
feid was minifler, were (o dancer. 

trary, 



THE LORD CARTERET. 339 
trary, I am told, that (he openly pro- 
fefleth herfelf to be a high-flyer ; and it 
is not improbable, by her outlandifh 
name, (he may alfo be a papifl in her 
heart; yet we fee .this illuftrious and 
dangerous female openly carefled by 
principal perfons of both parties ; who 
contribute to fupport her in a fplendid 
manner, without the leaft apprehen- 
fions from a grand-jury^ or even from 
'fquire Hartley Hutchefon himfelf, that 
zealous profecutor of hawkers arid libels. 
And, as Hobbes wifely ohkrvcs, Jo fmuch 
money being equivalent to fo much power^ 
it may deferve confidering, with what 
fafety fuch an inftrument of /»(3w^r ought 
to be trufted in the hands of an alien^ 
who hath not given any legal fecurity for 
her good affedion to the government. 

I confefs, there is one evil which I 
could wiQi our friends would think, pro- 
per to redrefs. There are many whigs 
in this kingdom of the old-fajhiond 
fiampy of whom we might make very 
good ufe; they bear the fame loyalty 
with us to the Hanoverian family in 
the perfon of king George the 11**. The 

Z 2 fame 
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fame abhorrence of the pretender, with 
the confequences of popery and Jlavery^ 
and the fame indulgence to tender con- 
fciences: but hairing nothing to afk for 
themfelves, and therefore the more Ici- 
fure *to think for the pubHck, they are 
often apt to entertain fears and melan- 
choly profpeds concerning the ftatc of 
their country, the decay of trade, the 
want of money, the miferable condition 
of the people, with other topicks of the 
like nature; all which do equally con-* 
cern both nx^g and tory, who, if they 
have any thing to lofe, muft be equally 
fufferers. Perhaps, one or two of thefc 
melancholy gentlemen will fometimes 
venture to publifh their thoughts in 
print : now I can by no meajis approve 
our ufual cuftom of curfing and railing 
at this fpecies of thinkers, under the names 
oi toriesy jacobitesy papijls^ libeller s, rebels, 
and the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor^ 
angry, buftling, well-meaning mortal 
Pijlorides ; who lies equally under the 
conternpt of both parties; with no o- 
ther difference than a mixture oi pity 
6 .on 
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on one fide, and of averfim on the o- 
thcr. 

How hath be been pelted, peftered, 
and pounded by one fingle wag, who 
promifeth never to forfake him, living or. 
dead? 

I was much pleafed with the humour 
didifurgeon in this town; who having, 
in his own appreheniion, received fome 
great injuftice from the earl of Gahway\ 
and defpairing of revenge as well as re- 
lief, delared to all his friends, that he 
had fet a-part one hundred guineas, to 
purchaie the earl's carcafc from the fex- 
tpn, whenever it fhould dye, to make a 
fkeleton of the bones, ftufF the hide, and 
(hew them for three-pence ; and thus get 
vengeance for the injuries he had fufFered 
by its owner. 

Of the like fpirit too often is that 
implacable race of wits ; againft whom 
there is no defence but innocence and 
philofophy, neither of which is likely to 
be at hand ; and therefore the wound- 
ed have no where to fly for a cure, but 
to down-right ftupidity, a crazed head, 

Z 3 or 
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or a profligate contempt of guilt and 

{hame. 

I am therefore forry for that other 
miferable creature Tf^aulus ; who, al- 
though of fomewhat a different fpecies, 
yet fcems very far to outdo even the ge- 
nius of PiJJorides in that mifcarrying 
talent of railing without confiftency or 
difcretion againft the moft innocent per- 
fons, according to the prefent (ituation 
of his gall and fplecn. I do not blame 
an koneji gentleman for the bittereft in- 
vcdives againft one to whom he pro- 
fefTeth the greateft friendfliip ; provided 
he ads in the dark, fo as not to be dif- 
covered: but in the midft of carejfesy 
viJitSy and invitations ^ to run into the 
ftreets, or to as public a place ^ and 
without the leaft pretended incitement 
fputter out the bafeft and falfeft accufa- 
tions; then to wipe his mouth, come 
up fmiling to his friend, (hake him by 
the hand, and tell him in a whifper, it 
was all for his fervice : this proceeding 
I am bold to think a great failure in 
prudence : and I am afraid left fuch a 
praditioner, with a body fo open^ {ofouly 

and 
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apd {o full of fores y m^y fall under the 
refentment of an incenfed political fur^ 
geo% who is not in much renown for 
his mercy upon great provocation : who, 
without waiting for his death, will flay 
and diffeSl him alive ; and to the view 
of mankind lay open all the difordered 
c^Us of his brain, the venom of his 
tongue, the corruption of his heart, and 
fpots and flatus'^ of his fpleen : and all 
this for three-pence. 

In fqch a cafe what a fcene would be 
laid open ! and, to drop my metaphor, 
what a charader of our miftaking friend 
might an angry enemy draw and ex- 
pofe ! particularizing that unnatural con- 
jundion of vices and follies fo inconfi- 
{^ent with each other in the fame breaft ; 
furious and fawning, fcurrilous and flat- 
tering, cowardly and provoking, info- 
lent and abjed ; moft* profligately falfe, 
with the ftrongefl: profeflions of finceri- 
ty ; pofltive and variable, tyrannical and 
flavifli. 

I apprehend, that if all this fliould be 
{^t out to the world by an angry whig 
of the old ftamp, the unavoidable con- 

Z 4 fequence 
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fequence muft be a confinement of our 
friend for fome months more to his gar- 
ret; and thereby depriving the pubHck 
for fo long a time, and in fo impertan$ 
a junSiure, of his ufeful talents in their 
fcrvice, while he is fed like a wild beaft 
through a hole ; but I hope with a fpe- . 
cial regard to the quantity and quality o( 
his nouriiliment. 

In vain would his excufers endeavour 
to palliate his enormities, by imputing 
them to madnefs; becaufe it is well 
known that madnefs only operates by 
inflaming and enlarging the good or evil 
difpofitions of the mind. For thc.cur^ 
tors oi Bedlam aiTure us, that fome lu- 
naticks are perfons of honour^ truth, bt" 
'nevoknce, and many other virtues, which 
appear in their higheft ravings, although 
after a wild incoherent manner j while . 
oth(?rs on the contrary difqover in every 
word and 'adion the utmoft iafenefi 
and depravity of human minds ; which 
infallibly they pofieffed in the fame de- 
gree, although perhaps under a better 
regulation, before their entrance iato 
that acaderf^. 

But 
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But it may be objeded, that there is 
an argument of much force to excufe the 
overflowings of that zeal which our 
friend (hews or means for our caufe. And 
it muft be confeded, that the eajy and 
fmootb fluency of his ehcutimy beflcfxed 
on bim by nature, and cultivated by con- 
(inual praSiicey added to the comelinefs 
of his per/on, the harmony of his voice, 
the gracefulnefs of his- manner, and the 
decency- of his drefs, are "temptations too 
ilrong for fuch a genius to refift upon 
gny public occafion of making them ap- 
pear with univerfal applaufe. And if 
good men are fometimes accufed of lov- 
ing their jefl better than their friend; 
furely to gain the reputation of the firfl 
orator in the kingdom, no man of fpirit 
would fcruple to lofe all the friends he 
had in the world. 

It is ufual for mafters to make their 
boys declaim on both fides of an argu- 
ITient ; and as fome kinds of aflemblies 
are . called the fchools of politicks, I con- 
fefs nothing can better improve political 
fchool-boys, than the art of making 
pkufible or implauiible harangues a- 

gainft 
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gainft the very opinion for which they 
refolve to determine. 

So cardinal Perron^ after having fpokq 
for an hour to the admiration of all his 
hearers to prove the exiftence of God, 
told fome of his intimates, that he could 
have fpoken another hour, and much 
better, to prove the contrary. 

I have placed this reafoning in the 
ftrongeft light that I think it will bear; 
and have nothing to anfwer, but that, 
allowing it as much weight as the rea- 
der {hall pleafe, it hath conftantly met 
with ill fuccefs in the mouth of our 
f7'iend\ but whether for want of good 
luck, or good management, I fufpen4 
niy judgment. 

To return from this long digreflion \ 
if perfons in high ftations have been al- 
lowed to chufe wenches without regar4 
even to difference in religion, yet never 
ifiairred the leaft reflexion on their 
loyalty, or their proteftantifm ; fhall the 
chief governor of a great kingdom b? 
ccnfuied for chufing a compc^nion^ who 
may formerly have been fufpeded for 
differing from the orthodox in fome fpe- 

culative* 
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culative opinions of perfbns and things, 
which cannot affeft the fundamental 
principles of a found whig f 

But let me fuppofe a very poflible cafe. 
Here is a perfon fent to govern Ireland, 
whofe unfortunate weak fide it happens 
to be, for feveral reafons above-mention- 
ed, that he hath encouraged the atten- 
dance of one or two gentlemen diftin- 
guiflied for their tafte, their wit, and their 
learning ; who have taken the oaths to 
his majefty, and pray heartily for him : 
yet, becaufe they may perhaps be ftig- 
matized as quondam tpries by Pijlorides 
and his gang, his excellency muft be 
forced to banifli them, under the pain 
and peril of difpleafing the zealots of his 
own party ; and thereby be put into a 
worfe condition than every common good 
fellow, who may be a iincere proteftant 
and a loyal fubjedt, and yet rather chufe 
to drink fine ale at the popes head, than 
muddy at the kings. 

Let me then retlirn to my fuppofitions. 
It is certain, the high-flown loyal ifts in 
th^ prefent fenfe of the word have their 
thoughts, and ftudies, and tongues, fo 

entirely 
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entirely diverted by political ichemes, 
that the zeal of their principleshB.^ ea- 
ten up their under/landings ; neither have 
they time from their employments, their 
hopes, and their hourly labours for acr 
quiring new additions of merit, to amu/e 
themfelves vi'ith philological converfe 
or fpeculations, which are utterly ruinous 
to all fchcmes of rifing in the world. 
What then muft a great man do, whof? 
ill ftars have fatally perverted him to ^ 
love and tafte, and poiTedion of litera- 
ture, politenefs, and good fenfc ? Our 
thorough-fped republick of whigs, which 
contains the bulk of all hopers^ preten- 
ders^ expe&ersy and profejforsy are be- 
yond all doubt moft highly ufefuho princes, 
to governors, to great minifters, and to 
their country ; but at the fame time, and 
by neceflary confequence, the moft dif- 
agreeable companions to all who have 
that unfortunate turn of mind peculiar to 
his excellency, and perhaps to five or fix 
more in a nation, 

I do not deny it poflible, that an ori- 
ginal or profelyte favourite of the times 
might bave been born to thofe ufelefs 

talents. 
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talents, which ia former ages qualified 
a man to be a poet or a philofopher* 
All I contend for is, that where the true 
genius of party once enters, it /weeps the 
boufe clearly and leaves room for many 
other fpirits to take joint pofleflion, until 
the laji Jlate of that man is exceedingly 
better than thefirjl. 

I allow it a great error in his excel- 
lency, that he adheres fo obftinately to 
his old unfajhionahle academic educa- 
tion ; yet fo perverfe is human nature, 
that the ufual remedies for this evil inr 
others have produced a contrary effed 
in him ; to a degree, that I am credibly 
informed, he will, as I have already hint- 
ed, ia the middle of a feHion, quote paf* 
fages out of Plato and Pindar at his 
own table to fbme book-learned compa- 
nion without blufhing, even when per- 
fons o^ great ft ations are by. 

I will venture one ftep further; which 
is, freely to confefs, that this miftaken 
method of educating youth in the know- 
ledge of ancient learning and language 
is too apt to fpoil their politicks and 
principles \ bccaufe the dodrine and ex- 
amples 
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am pies of the books they read, teach 
them leflbns direSily contrary in every 
point to the prefent pra&ice of the world: 
and accordingly Hobbes moft judicioufly 
obferves, that the writings of the Greek 
and Romans made young men imbibe 
opinions againft abfolute power in a 
prince, or even in a firft tninijier^ and 
to embrace notions of liberty and pro- 
perty. 

It hath been therefore a great felicity 
in thefe kingdoms, that the heirs to 
titles and large eftates have a weaknefs 
in their eyes, a tcndernefs in their con- 
ftitutions ; are not able to bear the pain 
and indignity of whipping; and, as the 
mother rightly exprefles it, could never 
take to their books, yet are well enough 
qualified to fign a receipt for half a 
year's rent, to put their names (rightly 
fpelt) to a warrant, and to read pam- 
phlets againft religion and high-jiying ; 
whereby they fill their niches, and carry 
themfelves through the world with that 
dignity which beft becomes 2ifenator and 
a Yquire, 

I could heartily wifli his excellency 

would 
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Would be more condefcending to the ge- 
nius of the kingdom he governs ; to the 
condition of the times, and to the na- 
ture of the ftation he fills. Yet if it be 
true, what I have read in old Englijh fto- 
ry- books, that one Agefilaus (no matter 
to the bulk of my readers whether I fpell 
the name right or wrong) was caught 
by the par/on of the parijh riding on a 
hobby- horfe with his children ; that So- 
crates a heathen philofopher was found 
dancing by himfelf at fourfcore ; that a 
king called Ccefar Augujlm (or fome 
fuch name) ufed to play with boys, 
whereof fome might poflibly be fons of 
tones', and that two great men called 
Scipio and Laiius, (I forget their chrtf- 
tian names, and whether they were poets 
t)r generals) often played at duck and 
drake with fmooth (tones on a river : 
Now I fay, if thefe fads be troe (and 
the book where I found them is in print), 
I cannot imagine why our moft zealous 
patriots may not a little indulge his ex- 
cellency in an infirmity, which is not 
morally evil ; provided he gives no pub^ 
lie icandal ; which is by all means to 

be 
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be avoided : I fay, why he may not ht 
indulged twice a week to converfe with 
one or two particular perfbns ; and let 
him and them conn over their old ex* 
ploded readings together, after mornings 
fpent in hearing and prefcribing wqyt 
and means from and to his frtoft aifediaif 
politicians for the welfare of the king* 
dom ; although the faid particular per- 
fon, or perfons, may not have made (o 
public a declaration of their political 
faith in all its parts, as the bufinefs of the 
nation requires : flill fubmitting my opi- 
nion to that happy majority^ which I am 
confident is always in the right i by 
whom the liberty of the fubjed hatk. 
been fo frequently, fo ilrenuoufly, and ,. 
fo fuccefsfully aflerted ; who by their wife 
counfels have made commerce to dourilhi 
money to abound, inhabitants to increafe, 
the value of lands and rents to rife; and 
the whole iiland put on a new face of < 
plenty and profperity. 

But, in order to clear his excellency 
more fully from this accufation of fhew- 
ing his favours to high-flyers^ tortes, and 

jaco- 
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obites, it will be neceilary to come to 
rticulars. 

The firft perfon of a tory denomina- 
n, to whom his excellency gave any 
irks of his favour, was do(^or Thomas 
eridan. It is to be obferved, that this 
ppened fo early in his excellency's 
vernment, as it may be juftly fuppof- 
he had not been informed of that 
itleman*s charader upon fo danger- 
• an article. The dodor being well 
own, and diftinguifbed for his fkill 
d fuccefs' in the education of youth 
^ond moft of his profeffion for many 
ITS paft, was recommended to his 
cellency on the fcore of his learning, 
d particularly for his knowledge in 
; Greek tongue; whereof, it feems, 
I excellency is a great admirer, al- 
3ugh for. what reafons I could never 
lagine. However, it is agreed on all 
nds, that his lordfhip was too eaiily. 
svailed on by the dodor's requed, or 
Iced rather from the bias of his own 
ture, to hear a tragedy aded in that 
known language by the do<9:or's lads, 
lich was written by fome heathen au- 
VoL. X. A a .thQr; 
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thor ; but whether it contained nnf- . 

tofy or bigb-churcb principles, niuft be. 

left to the confciences of the ^j, tbe- 

doBoTi and his excellency ; the onfy wit** ' 

Defies in this cafe, whofe tdtimonies can 

be depended upon. • " ". 

It feems, his excellency (a thing ncrof 

to be fufficiently wonder d at) was fo'i 

pleafed with his entertainment, thaC' 

ibme time after he gave the doiftor in 

church-living to the value of almofllq 

one hundred pounds a year, and madct- 

him one of his chaplains; from zn oftti* 

quated notion, that good fchool-maderei 

ought to be encouraged in every na-' 

tion profefling civility and religion. Yet' 

his excellency did not venture- to m^e^ 

this bold ftep without ftrong reconiv 

m'endations from perfons of undoubted' 

principles fitted to the times \' whov 

thought themfelves bound in jufticcj 

honour, and gratitude, to do the doc-i- 

tor a good office, in return for the care 

he had taken of their childrer?, or of 

thofe of their friends. Yet the cata- 

ftrophe was terrible; for the dodlor, in 

the height of his felicity and gratitude, 

2 going 
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ng down to take pofle^Tion of hi» 
ifh^ and furnifhed with a few led 
310ns, whereof as it is to be fuppofed 
I number was very ftnali, having ne- 

fervcd a cure in the church ; he ftopt 
Cork to attend on his bifhop; and 
ng to church on the Sunday follow- 
;, was, according to the ufual civility 

country clergymen, invited by the 
niftcr of the pariQi to fupply the pul- 
. It happened to be the fir ft of 
rguft ; and the firft of Augufl bappen- 
tbat year to light upon a Sunday : 
i it happened that the dodor's text 
s in thefe words; Sufficient unto ths 
i-:is the evil thereof*: and lafllyj it 
'fpened that fome one perfon of the 
igregation, whofe loyalty made him 
tchful upon every appearance of dan- 
• to his majefty's perfon and govern- 
ait* when fcrvice was over, gave the 
rm. Notice was immediately fent 

to town ; and by the zeal of one man 
mo large dimen/wns of body or. mindy 
:h a clamour was raifed, that we ia 

\ The firft of Juguft is -verian famly's acceflion to 
annUeilUry of the Hano^ the crown of Great Bnf;itrt. 

A a 2 Dubli?t 
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Did/in could apprehend no leis tha6^i!> 
invafion by the defender, who-^motf be 
landed in the fiuti. The 'reRilt, was* 
that the dodor muft be ftnick- out^of 
the chaplains lift, and appiear n6> whloit 
at the caftle ; yet whether he were thciii 
or be at this day, a wll>ig or it fdrfyl 
think is a fecret ; only it is tbatiifefti 
that he is a zealous Hd?toV6rktn^ at 
leaft in poetry, and a great adnalfe^ibf 
the prcfcnt royal family through all ite 
branches. His friends Kkewife afl^rt, 
that he' had preached this {ermon c^tea 
under the fame text; that not hip^mg 
obferved the words, till he was ir the 
pulpit, and had opened his not^, as ht 
is a perfon a little abftra<aedi he wftttt^- 
ed prefence of mind to change theoi: 
and that in the whc^e fermoti) tftwc 
was not a fy liable relating to .gbvern- 
ment or party, or to the fiibjc^ of iHc 
day. - ..;<,...;; 

In this incident tlicre feems to Irtve 
been an union of events, that will pro- 
bably never happen again to the end of 
the world ; or is, at leaft, like the grand 
conjundion in the heavens ; which, I 

think, 
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think, they fay^caa acrive but once in 
t]i)rc;9;y<thQurand y^ars,. . 

i?he fecQnd gentleman (if I am right 
io my (chronology) who under tlie iuf- 
picion of. a. tory received fbme favour 
^viX his excellency, is Mr. *James Step^ 
fiffdi very ftrongly recommended by 
|he .mod eminent whig in England^ on 
t}^e:accounto£ his learning, and virtue^ 
fuid other accompliihrnents. He had 
pail^d the greateft part of his youth in 
cjbfe-ftudy, or in traveling, and was 
either not. at home, or not. at leifure to 
l^puble his thoughts about party ; which 
I< allow to be a great omifllon, although 
i cannot honel^ly place him in the lift 
§S fortes : and therefore think his ex- 
jppllency may be fairly acquitted for 
making him vicar of Fing/a/s, worth 
«bout[one hundred pounds a year. 
f, The third is dodor Patrick Delany. 
7hit. divine lies under fome difad van- 
tage; having in his youth received 
fpany civilities from a certain* perfon, 
then in a very high ilation here j for 

•■ Sir Certjfant'ine Pblpps'^loxi chancellor of Ireland when 
'l|v«en \/twh ilicd. 

?. ' A a 3 which 
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which reafon I doubt the dodor ntvaf 
drank his confufion iince ) and "wbaf 
makes the matter defperate, it is now tdo 
late; unlefs our mquifitors ivill ^be con* 
tent with drinking confufion. ta his.mr- 
fnory» The aforefaid eminent perfoD) 
who was a judge of all merit except 
that of party^ dif^inguifhed the do<5to* 
among other juniors in our univeriity^ 
for his learning, virtue, difcretion, abd 
good fenfe. But the dodor was theli in 
too good a fituation at his college tix 
hope or endeavour at a better eflabliihw 
mcDt from one who had no power to 
give it him, , .- ••>(.. 

Upon the prefent lord lieutenants 
coming over, the do<ftor was naonedto 
his excellency by z. friend * among' odbsr 
clergy of diftindlion, as perfons :wha& 
chara<5lers it was proper hisrlsxccllenq^ 
i})ould know ; and by ithe tvU^\ f£ 
vvhieh the giver would be content to 
tvand or fall in his excellency's .t^iaiao-; 
fiuce not one of thofe perfoms were in 
particular friendfliip with ikt -gmtlettton 
who gave in their names. By thbi.and 

* The author. ,» 

fome 
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^Bie other.; iocideQitS) > {Articukrly the 
redomtbendation .of .>the Jate archbifhop 
o£ iDuUifft the dodor became known to 
his- exeellencyj ivhoie &tal turn of mind 
towards beaihenijh - and ■ outlandijh books 
and r .languages, finding a£ I conceive 
ft r like dijpofition in the dodor, was. 
tbb 'Caufe of his becoming fo dome- 
^ncii as we are told he is, at the caflle of 

!>. Titree or four years ago, the doc-*-' 
tor grown weary of an acadetpic life, 
&r<fbqie res^fons bed known to the ma-r 
qpagers x& the difcipline in that learned 
fociety (whiph it may not be for their 
hon(»if to mention), refolved to l^ave it ; 
although) by the benefit of the pupils, 
aod^hia fenior fellowf^ip, with all its 
perquifites, he received every year b&> 
tween nine hundred and a thoufand 
pounds.. And a fmall northern living, 
•in the univerfity's donation, of fotne- 
what better than one hundred pounds 
a year, failing at the fame time with 
.^e chanccUorftiip of Cbrifi-Churchy to 
'^bout equal th^ value, in the gift pf 

A a 4. his 
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his excellency^ the dddor ventured into 
the world in a very fcanlyeonditioD; 
having fquandered away all his annual 
income in a manner, whichj althoogh 
perhaps proper enough for a cler^man 
without a family, will not be for the 
advantage of his charader to difcover, 
eitlier on the exchange or at a baiiker's 
{hop. 

About two months ago, his excel- 
lency gave the doctor a prebend in St. 
Patriots cathedral ; which being of 
.. near the fame value with either 'of the 
two former, will add a third part to 
his revenues, after he fhall have paid 
the great incumbrances upon it: fo'that 
he may now be faid to poiiefs' of church- 
preferments in fcattered tithes three hun- 
dred pounds a year; inftcad of the like 
fum of infallible rents from a'fenidr fcl- 
kxwOiip, with the offices aniiexed ;r < befide 
the advantage of a free lodging, a great 
number of pupils, and fomeothe^ eafe" 
ments. ' 

But fince the doAor hath not/in ihy 

of his writings, his fcrmons, his adions, 

2 his 
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his difGourTe, or'-his cotnpTny^ difcovier- 
ed rone fingle principle of either wB/g 
■oD'^tmyi fliid that the lord lieutenant 
i^rll continues to admit him ; I fhall 
boldly pronounce him ONE OF tJ8: 
bat, like a new free-Pta/onj who hath 
not yet learned all the dialed of the 
myfiery. ' Neither can he juflly be ac- 
cufed of any tory do6(rines ; except per- 
haps fome among thofe few, with which 
that wicked party was charged during 
the height of their power, but have 
been fince transferred, for the moft Jb/id 
reafoHSy to the whole body of our nrm- 
.eft friends. 

I have now done with the clei^ : 
and, upon the ftrideft examination^ have 
not been able to find above one of that 
Order, againft whom any party fufpicion 
can lie ; I mean the unfortunate genrie- 
ntan dodor Sheridan^ who by mere chance- 
medley {hot his own fortune dead with a 
fiflgle text. 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one 

perfbn of the tory (lamp, who fince the 

.beginning of his excellency's gdvem^ 

ment 
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ment did evqi; receive any./bli4 iPi^I^ qT 
his favour ; I iDcaa Sir Anlm^ ,^U- 
fon^ reported to be an : acknowledged 
tory\ and, what is almofl as bad, zfcbo^ 
lar. into the bargain. It is wbifpered 
about, as a certain truth, that this ;gen- 
tleman is to have a grant of a ^certain 
barrack * upon his eflate within |;wo 
miles of his own houfe ; for which thp 
crown is to be his tenant, at the rent of 
fixty pounds per annum ; he being only 
at the expence of about Jive hundred 
pounds, to put the houfe in repair, build 
(tables, and other neceflaries. I will place 
this invidious mark of beneficence con- 
ferred* on a torj in a fair light, by com- 
puting the cofts and necefl&ry defalca- 
tions : after which it may be feen how 
much Sir Arthur will be annually a clear 
gainer by the publick ; potwithftanding 
his unfortunate principles, and his knqw^ 
ledge in Greek and Latin* 

* See a poem upon this incident cal^d HamlUsn's tawny 
voL vii. 
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For repairs, ftfc. 500/. the in-"> 

tereft whereof fer ann, J ^ 

For all manner of poultry to') 

furnifh the troopers, but/ 

which the laid troopers muft l 
i. be at the labour of catch- 1 

ing, valued per orm^ J 

For ftraggling (heep - - - Sop 
For game deftroyed five miles t 

round ----- J 



o o 



500 



600 



49 o o 

Rent paid to Sir Arthur - 60 o o 

Deduft - - - 49 o o 

Remains clear ■» ««> 1 1 o o 



Thus, if Sir Arthur Achefon fliall have 
the good fortune to obtain a grant of 
this barrack, he will receive net profit an- 
nually from the crown ELEVEN pounds 
Jhrling^ to help him in entertaining the 
officers, and making provifions for his 
younger children. 

It is true, there is another advantage 
to be expe<fled, which may fully com- 
penfate the lofs of cattle and poultry ; 

by 
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by multiplying the bused j oCs-fSankiodt 
and particularly that, of g<iiod frot^^Kts^ 
in a part of- Uus kingdom, ^ half, dkpopy-* 
lated by the wild hutnour among the 
l^rq^cM there of leaving their .copQ^. 
But I am not £> ikilful in arithmeticky 
as to compute the valuer 
^ 1 have reckoned one per cenL h^Qif! 
ttie legal .intereft for the money th^ % 
Arthur muft expend ; and valued the 
damage in the other articles very i»o- 
deratety. However, I am confident he 
may with good management be SiJ'amr 
at leaft; which is a prodigious injiance 
of moderation in our friends towards a 
profeffed tory ; whatever merit he may 
pretend by the unwiilingnefs he hath 
ihewn to make his excellency unealy in 
j^is adrainiilration* 

... Thus I have, with the utmoft injpaf<» 
tiiality,^ coUeded every £ngle favour/(fwr* 
ther than perfonal civilities) conferred 
by his excellency on toriesy and reputed 
tories^ fince his firft aj^^ival hither^l to 
this 3eth day of Aprily in the year pf 
our Lord 1730^ giving all ailaw^ncc 
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pofllUe' to the arguments on the other 
fide of the quiefHbn : and the accouhft 
tFiU fiand' thus : 

Difpofed of preferments and employ- 
ments to toriesy or reputed tories, by hi* 
excellency John lord Carteret^ lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland^ in about the fpace of 
fix years : 

To dodor 'Thomas Sheridan^' 
in a redory near Kinfaley 
per annum 

To Sir Arthur Achefon^ ba- 
ronet, a barrack, per amt. 



Lioo o o 



\ II 00 



III o o 



Give me leave now to compute in 
grbfi the value of the favouii done by 
his excellency to the true friends of theip 
king and country, and of the proteflanfi 
religiomy 

It is to be remembered, that, although 
his excellency cannot be properly faid 
to beftow bi{hopricks, commands in the 
army, the place of a judge, or commif- 
fioner in the revenue, and fome others ; 

yec 
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yet they are for the moft part difpdfed 
upon his recomimendation, except where 
the perfons are immediately fent from 
England by their intereft at court ; for 
which I have allowed great defalcations 
in the following accounts. And it is re- 
markable, that the only confiderable Na- 
tion conferred on a tory fince his pre- 
fent excellency's government was of this 
latter kind. 

And indeed it is but too notorious, 
^hat in a neighbouring nation (where 
this dangerous denomination of men is 
incomparably more numerous, more 
powerful, and of confequence more for- 
midable) real iories can often with much 
lefs difficulty obtain very high favours 
from the government, than their reputed 
brethren can arrive to the loweft in ours,- 
I obferve this with all poITible fubmif> 
fion to the wifdom of their policy ; which 
however will not, I believe, difpute the 
praife of vigilance with ours. 



WHIG 
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' 'T' WHIG adcoiirli. 
T6' {)d-f6ns promoted to V' 
fclifliopricks, or removed/ 
to more beneficial ones, 1 * ^ ^\ 
coniputcd f>er ann» j 

To icivil employments 9030 00 

To military commands ^436 o o 

27,516 O O' 

TORY account. 
To tones - - - iiioo 



Balance - - - - 27,405 o o 

I (hall conclude with this obfervation, 
that as I think the tories have fuffi- 
cient reafon. to be fuUy fatisjied with the 
{hare of trufiy por^ery and employ ments^ 
which they pofiefs under the lenity of 
the prefent government j fo, I do not 
find how his excellency can be juftly 
cenfured for favouring none but high^ 
churchy high-fiyersy termagants, laudifls, 
facheverelliansy tip-top-gallon-meriy Jaco- 
bites, tantivys, anti-hanoverians y friends 
to popery and the pretender and to ar~ 
bltrary power ^ dijcbligers of England, 

breakers 
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l^eakers of DEPENDENCY, infiamen 
of quarrels between the two nations^ ptdf- 
lie incendiaries^ enemies to the king and 
kingdoms^ haters of TRUE proteflantSy 
laurel' men^ annips^ complainers of the 
nations poverty, ormondians, iconoclaftsy 
anti-glorious- mentor ifls^ anti-revolutioners, 
white-rofalijls, tentb-a-juniansy and the 
like, when, by a fair ftate of the account, 
the balance, I conceive, feems to lie on 
the other fide. 



CON- 
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T W O B I L L S 

Scot down from the Right Honourable 
thd Houfe of Lords to the Honour- 
able the Houfe of Commons in In- 
land relating to the Clergy. 

Written in the Year 1731, 

I HAVE often for above a month paft 
dedred fome few clergymen, who are 
pleafed to vifit me, that they would pro- 
cure an extrad of two bills brought in- 
to the council by fome of the bifliops, 
and both of them fince paffed in the 
houfe of lords : but I could never obtain 
what I defired, whether by the forget- 
fulneis or negligence of thofe, whom I 
employed, or the difficulty of the thing 
itfelf. Therefore, if I iLall happen to 
miflake in any fadt of confequence, I de- 
iire my remarks upon it may pafs t6z 
nothing ; for my information is no bet- 
ter than what I received in words from 
feveral divines, who feemed tg agree with 
Vol. X. Bb caph 
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each other. I have not the honour to 
be acquainted with any one fingle pre- 
late of the kingdom ; and am a ftranger 
to their charaBers.^ further than as com- 
mon fame reports them, which is not to 
be depended on : therefore I cannot be 
fuppofed to aA upon a principle of re- 
fen tment. I efteem their fundions (if I 
may be allowed to fay fo without of- 
fence) as truly apojlolical^ and abfolutely 
neceflary to the perfedion of a Chriftian 
church. 

There are no qualities more incident 
to the frailty and corruptions of hu- 
man kind, than an indifference or in- 
fenfibility for other men's fufferings, and 
a fudden forgetful nefs of their own for- 
mer humble ftate, when they rife in the 
v/orld. Thefe two difpofitions have not, 
I think, any where fo ftrongly exerted 
themfelves, as in the order of bifhops 
with regard to the inferior clergy ; for 
which I can find no reafons, but fuch as 
naturally (hould feem to operate a quite 
contrary way. The maintenance of the 
clergy throughout the kingdom is pre- 
carious and uncertain, colledled from a 

mod 
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moft miferable race of beggarly farm- 
ers; at whofe mercy every mwijler lies 
to be defrauded. His office as reEior^ 
or vicar y if it be ducly executed, is 
very laborious. As foon as he is pro- 
moted to a bijhoprick^ the fcene is en- 
tirely and happily changed 5 his reve- 
nues are large, and as furely paid as thofei 
oi \h^ king \ his whole bufinefs is once 
a year to receive the attendance, the fub- 
miffion, and the proxy-money of all his 
clefrgy, in whatever part of the diocefe he 
jQiall pleafe to think nioli convenient for 
himfelf. Neither is his perfonal pre- 
. fence neceflary, for the bulinefs may be 
done by a vicar-general. The fatigue of 
ordination is juft what the bifhops pleafe 
to make it j and as matters have been 
for fome time, and ,may probably re- 
main, the fewer ordinations the better. 
The reft of their vifible office confifts in 
the honour of attending parHaments and 
councils, and beftowing preferments in 
their own gift ; in which laft employ- 
ment, and in their fpiritual and tempos 
ral courts, the labour falls to their vicars-- 
general^ fecretariesy- proSlors^ apparitors^ 

B b 2 fenefchcUs^ 
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fenefchah^ and the like. Now, I fay, in fo 
quick a change, whereby their brethren 
in a few days are become their fubjefis, 
it would be reafonable at leaft to hope 
that the labour, confinement, and fub- 
jedion, from which they have fo late- 
ly efcaped, like a bird out of the fnare 
of thefrdoler^ might a little incline them 
to remember the condition of thofe who 
were but laft week their equals, proba- 
bly their companions or their friends, 
and poffibly as reafonable expedants. 
There is a known ftory of colonel 7«/- 
comb^ who, while he continued a fub- 
altern officer, was every day complain- 
ing againft the pride, oppreffion, and 
hard treatment of cdonels towards their 
officers ; jret in a very few minutes after 
he had received his commiflion for a re- 
giment, walking with a friend on the 
mall^ he confcfled that the fpirit of co- 
lonelfliip was coming faft upon him, 
which Ipirit is faid to have daily increaf- 
ed to the hour of his deaths 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, 
who are promoted to bifhopricks^ have 
always fome great advantages; either 

that 
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that of rich deanries, opulent and multi- 
plied rectories and dignities, ftrong alli- 
ances by birth or marriage, fortified by a 
fuperlative degree of zeal and loyalty: 
but however, they were all at firft no 
more than young beginners ; and before 
their great promotion were known by their 
plain Chrtflian names among their old 
companions, the middling rate of clergy-- 
tmn\ nor could therefore Be flrangers to* 
their condition, or with any good grace 
forget it fo foon, as it hath too often hap- 
pened. 

I confels, I do not remember to have 
pbferved any body of men ading with 
fo little concert, as our clergy have 
done in a point where their opinions 
ap[ieared to be unanimous t a point 
wherein their whole temporal fupport 
was concerned, as well as their power 
of ferving God and his church in their 
fpiritual functions. This hath been im- 
puted to their fear of difobliging, or 
hopes of further favours upon compli- 
ance; becaufe it was obferved, that 
fome who appeared at firft with the 
greateft zeal, thought fit fuddealy to 

B b 3 abfent 
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ablcnt themfelves from the ufual mcetr 
ings: yet we know what ^n^^xt foUciton 
the quakers^ the dijfenters^ and even the 
fapijls have fometimes found, to drive 
a point of advantage, or prevent an im- 
pending evil. 

I have not feen any extrad: from the 
two bills introduced by the biftiops into 
the privy council ; where the clergy, 
upon fome failure in favour, or through 
the timoroufnefs of many iamong their 
brethren, were refufed to be heard by 
the council. It feems, thefe bills were 
both returned, agreed to by the king 
and council in England ^ and the boujt 
of lords hath with great expedition paf- 
fed them both ; and it is faid, they are 
imoiediately to be fent down to the cam- 
pions \ox their confent. 

The particulars, as they have been 
imperrtdlly reported to me, are as fol- 
low : 

By one of the bills, the bifhops have 
power to oblige the country clergy to 
build a maniibn-houfe upon whatever 
part of their glebes their lordfhips fhall 
command: and if the livins: be above 

sol. 
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50/. a year, the minifter is . bound to 
build after three years a houfe that fhall 
coft one year and a half's rent of his in^ 
come. For inflance, if a clergyman with 
a wife and feyen children gets a living of 
55 /. per annum^ he muft after three 
years build a houfe that (hall coft 77/. 
10 J. and mujft fupport his family, during 
the time the bifhop {hall appoint for th6 
building of it, with the remainder. But 
if the living be under 50 /. a year, the 
minifter ftiall be allowed ico/. out of the 
firft fruits. 

But there is faid to be one circum- 
ftance a little extraordinary ; that if 
there be a fingle fpot in the glebe more 
barren, more marftiy, more expofed to 
the winds, more diftant from the church 
or Ikeleton of a church, or from any con-? 
veniency of building ; the redor or vicar 
may be obliged, by the caprice or piqUe of 
the bifliop, to build, under pain of fcr 
queftration (an office which ever falls into 
the moft knavifti hands), upon whatever 
point his lordfhip fliall command ; al- 
though the farmers have not paid onp ' 
quarter of his duj^. 

B b 4 I be- 
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I believe, under the prefent diflre(!et 
of the kingdom (which inevitably witht 
out a miracle muft increafe for ever), 
there are not ten country clergymen 
in Ireland^ reputed to poflefs a parifh 
of lOO /. per annum ^ who for fome years 
pad have adually received 60 /. and that 
with the utmoft difficulty ind vexationi 
I am therefore at a lofs what kind of va- 
luators the bijhops will make ufe of^ and 
whether the ftarving vicar (hall be forced 
to build his houfe with the money he ne- 
ver received. 

The other bill, which pafled in twq 
days after the former, is faid to concern 
the divifion of parifhes into as many 
parcels as the bijhop fhall think fit, on- 
ly leaving 300/. a year to the mother 
church ; whch 300 /. by another a3 
.pafled fome years ago, they can divide 
likevvife, and crumble as low as their will 
and pleafure will difpofe them. So that 
inftead of fix hundred clergymen, which, 
I think, is the ufual computation, we may 
have in a fma!) compafs of years almoft as 
many thoufands to live with decency and. 
comfort, provide for their children, be 

charitable 
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charitable to the poor^ and maintain hof- 
pitality. 

But it is very reafonable to hope, and 
heartily to be wifhed by all thofe who 
have the leaft regard to our holy reli- 
gion as hitherto eftabliflied, or to a learn- 
ed pious diligent converfable ckrgymany 
or even to common humanity, that the 
honourable boufe of commons will, in their 
great wifdom, juftice,and tendernefs to in- 
nocent men, confider thefe bills in another 
Jight. It is faid, they well know this 
kingdom not to be io over-ftocked with 
neighbouring gentry, but a difcreet learn- 
ed clergyman^ with a competency fit for 
one of his education, may be an enter- 
taining, a ufeful, and fometimes a necef- 
{ary companion. That, although fuch a 
clergyman may not be able conftantly to 
find beef^nd. wine for his own family, yet 
he may be allowed fometimes to afFord 
both to a neighbour without diftrefling 
himfelf ; and the rather, becaufe he may 
exped at leaft as good a return. It will 
probably be confidered, that in many de- 
folate parts there may not be- always a 

fufiicient 
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fufEcient number of perfons confider- 
able enough to be trufted with cpmmif- 
Jions of the peace^ which feveral of the 
clergy now fupply much better than a lit- 
tle, hedge, contemptible, illiterate vicar 
from twenty to fifty pounds a year, the 
fon of a weaver^ pedlar^ tayl(^^ or Miller^ 
can be prefumed to do. 

The landlords and farmers by this 
fcheme can find no profit, but will cer- 
tainly be lofers. For inftance, if the 
large northern livings be fplit into a 
do2!en pariflies or more, it will be very 
neceffary for the litde threadbare gffwn- 
mafjy with his wife, his prodor, and e- 
very child who can crawl, to watch the 
fields at harveft time, for fear of lofing 
a fingle fheaf, which he could not af- 
ford under peril of a day's ftarving : for, 
according to the Scotch proverb, a hun- 
gry loufe bites fore. This would of ne- 
ceffity breed an infinite number of 
wrangles and litigious fuits in the fpiri- 
. tual courts ; and put the wretched paf- 
tor at perpetual variance with his whole 
parilli. But, as they have hithertoo flood, 
a clergyman eftablifhed in a competent 
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living is not under the necefljty of be- 
ing fo (harp, vigilant, and cxadling. 
On the contrary, it is well known and 
allowed, that the clergy round the king- 
dom think themfelves well treated, if 
they lofe only one fingle third of their 
legal demands. 

The honourable houfe may perhaps be 
inclined to conceive, that my hrds the 
bijhops enjoy as ample a power, both 
fpiritual and temporal, as will fully fuf- 
fice to anfwer every branch of their 
office; that they want no laws to re*- 
gulate the condu<S of thofe clergymen 
over whom they prefide; that, if non- 
refidence be a grievance, it is the pa- 
tron's fault, who makes not a better 
choice, or caufed the plurality. That, 
if the general impartial charader of per- 
fons chofen into the church had been 
more regarded, and the motive of par- 
ty ^ alliance^ kindred, flatterer Sy ill-judge- 
inenty or perfonal favour ^ regarded lefs, 
there would be fewer complaints of non- 
refidence, want of care, blameable be- 
haviour, or any other part p£ mifcon- 

dudtj 
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dud ; not to mention ignorance and Cu- 
pidity, 

I could name certain gentlemen of 
the gown, whofe aukward, fpruce, prim, 
•fneering, and fmirking countenances, 
the very tone of their voices, and an 
ungainly ftrut in their walk, without 
one fingle talent for any one office, have 
contrived to get good preferment by 
the mere force of flattery and cringing : 
for which two virtues (the only two vir- 
tues they pretend to) they were, how- 
ever, utterly unqualified : and whom, 
if I were in power, although they were 
my nephe^joSi or had married my_ nieces, 
I could never in point of good confci- 
ence or honour have recommended to 
a curacy in Connaught, 

The honourable boufe of commons may 
, likewife perhaps confider, that the gen- 
try of this kingdom differ from all o- 
thers upon earth, being lefs capable of, 
employments in their own country, than 
any others who come from abroad ; and, 
that moft of them have .little expeda- 
tion of providing for their younger 

children 
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children otherwife than by the church, 
in which there might be fome hopes of 
getting a tolerable maintenance, for af- 
ter the patrons fhould have fettled their 
fonsy their nephews^ their nieces^ their 
dependents^ and their follmvers invited 
over from the other fide, there would 
ftill remain an overplus of fmaller 
. church preferments to be given to fuch 
clergy of the nation, who (hall have 
their quantum of whatever merit may 
be then in fafhion. But by thefe bills 
they will be all- as abfolutely excluded 
as if they had pafled under the deno- 
mmation of tories', unlefs they can be 
contented at the utmofl with 50/. a year ; 
which, by the difficulties of colleding 
tithes in Irelandy and the daily increafing 
miferies of the people, will hardly rife to 
half that fum. 

It is obferved, that the divines (ent 
over hither to govern this church have 
not feemed to confider the difference 
between both kingdoms with refpeft to 
the inferior .clergy. As to themfelves in- 
deed, they find a large revenue in lands 
let at one quarter value, which confe- 

quenily 
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quently mult be paid while there is a 
penny left among us; and the public 
diftrefs (o little affefts their interefts, that 
their fines are now higher than ever : they 
content themfelves to fuppofe, that what- 
ever a parifli is faid to be worth comes all 
into the parforis pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among 
the clergy of 'England hath been the 
continual complaint of all men who wi(h 
well to the church, and many fchemes 
have been thought on to redrefs it ; yet 
an Englijh vicar of 40 /. a year lives 
much more comfortably than one of 
double the value in Ireland. His farm- 
ers, generally fpeaking, are able and 
willing to pay him his full dues : he hath 
a decent church of ancient Handing, fill- 
ed every Lard's day with a large con- 
gregation of plain people, well clad, and 
behaving themfelves as if they believed 
in God and Christ. He hath a houfe 
and barn in repair, a field or two to 
graze his cows, with a garden and or- 
chard. No gueft experts more from him. 
than a pot of ale: he lives like an ho- 
neft plain farmer, as his wife is drefled 

but 
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but little better than goody. He is fome- 
times gracioufly invited by the Yquire, 
where he fits^t an humble diftance: if 
he gets the love of his people, they often 
make him little ufeful prefents ; he is 
happy by being born to no higher ex- 
pedation ; for he is ufually the fon of 
fome ordinary tradefman, or middling 
farmer. His learning is much of a fize 
with his birth and education ; no more 
of either than what a poor hungry fer- 
vitor can be expedled to bring with him 
from his college. It would be tedious to 
" fliew the reverfe of all this in our diftant 
poorer pariflies through moft parts of 
Ireland^ wherein every reader may make 
the comparifon. 

Laftly, the honourable houfe of commons 
may confider, whether the fcheme of 
multiplying beggarly clergymen througb 
the whole kingdom, who mutt all have 
votes for choofing parliament men (pro- 
vided they can prove their freeholds to 
be worth 40 j. per annum^ ultra repri- 
fas), may not, by their numbers, have 
great influence upon eleSiions ; being en- 
tirely under th? dependence cf their bi- 

pops. 
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jbops. For by a moderate computation, af- 
ter all the dividoos and fubdivifions cf 
pariihes, that my lords the bijbops have 
power to make by their new lavirs, there 
will, as Toon as the prefent lett of clergy 
goes off, be taifed an army of ecclefiaflical 
tnilitantSy able enough for any kind of 
fervice except that of the altar. 

1 am indeed in fome concern about 
a fund for building a thoufand or two 
churches, wherein thefe probationers may 
read their wall leBlures\ and begin to 
doubt they mud be contented with barm ; 
which jbarns will be one great advancing 
Aep towards an accommodation with 
our true proteftant bretbrefiy the dif- 
f enters. 

The fcheme of encouraging clergy- 
men to build houfes, by dividing a liv- 
ing of 500/. a year into ten parts, is a 
contrivance, the meaning whereof hath 
got on the wrong fide of my coropre- 
henfion ; unlefs it may be argued, that 
bijhops build no houfes, becaufe they are 
fo rich ; and therefore the inferior clergy 
will certainly build, if you reduce them 
to beggary. But I knew a very rich 
6 ' man 
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man of quality in England^ who could 
never be perfuaded to keep a fervant 
out of l^eryi becaufe fuch fervants 
would be expenfive, and apt in time to 
look like gentlemen ; whereas the others 
were ready to fubmit to the bafeft of* 
fices, and at a cheaper pennyworth 
might increafe his retinue. 

I hear, it is the opinion of many wife 
men, that before thefe bills pafs both 
houfes, they fhould be fent back to 
England^ with the following claufes in- 
ferted. 

Firft, that whereas there may be a- 
bout a dozen double bijhopricks in Ire- 
land^ thofc bijhopricks fhould be fplit 
and given to different perfons; and 
thofe of a fingle denomination be alfo 
divided into two, three, or four parts, 
as occafioQ fhall require ; otherwife 
there may be a qucftion ftarted, whe- 
ther twenty-two . pre/afes can effedually 
extend their paternal care, and unlimit- 
ed power, for the protcdion and cor- 
redion of fo great a number of fpiri* 
tual jCuije&ls. But this propofal will 
meet with fuch furious objedions, that 

Vol. X. C c I fhall 



386 CONSIDERATIONS UPON 
I {hall not infifl upon it: for I well 
remember to have read, what a terri- 
ble fright the frogs were in upon a re- 
port that the7«« was going to marry. 

Another claufe (hould be, that none 
pf thefe twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty 
pounders may be fufFered to marry, un- 
der the penalty of immediate depriva- 
tion; their marriages declared nully and 
their children badards : for fbme de- 
fponding people take the kingdom to 
be in no condition of encouraging fo 
numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third claufe will be neceflary, that 
thefe humble gentry fhould be abfo- 
lutely difqualified from giving votes in 
eleSiions for parliament men. 

Others add a fourth; which is a 
claufe of indulgence, that thefe reduced 
divines may be permitted to follow any 
lawful ways of living, which will not 
call them too often or too far from 
their fpiritual offices (for, unlefs I mif- 
apprehend, they are fuppofed to have 
eptfcopal ordination). For example ; 
they may be lappers of linen, bai- 
liffs of the manor ; they may let blood 

or 
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oh apply plafters for three miles round : 
they may get a difpenfation to hold the 
clerk/hip and fextmjhip of their own 
parifh in commendam. Their wives and 
daughteFs may make (hirts for the neigh> 
bourhood ; or, if a barrack be near, for 
xh'&foidiers: in linen countries they may 
card and fpifty and keep a few looms 
in the houfe: they may let lodgings, 
and fell a pot of ale without doors, but 
not at home, unlefs to fober company, 
and at regular hours. It is by fome 
thought a little hard, that, in an af^ir 
of the laft confequence to the very be- 
ing of the clergy in the points of li- 
berty and property, as well as in their 
abilities to perform their duty, this 
whole reverend body, who are the cfta- 
bliOied inftrudlors of the nation in Chri- 
ftianity and moral virtues, and are the 
only perfons concerned, fhould be the 
fole perfons not confulted. Let any 
fcholar fliew the like precedent in Chri- 
fiendom for twelve hundred years part. 
An a<St of parliament for fettling or 
felling an eftate in a private family is 
never pafTed, until all parties give con- 
C c 2 fent 
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fent. But in the prefent cafe the whole 
body of the clergy is, as themfelves ap- 
prehend, determined to utter ruin with" 
out once expeding or afking their 
opinion ; and this by a fcheme-- contriv- 
ed only by one part of the conoocO" 
tiofiy ^hile the other part, which hath 
been chofen in the ufual forms, wants 
only the regal permiflion to aflemble, 
and confult about the a^rs of the 
church, as their predeceffors have al- 
ways done in former ages : where, it is 
prefumed, the hmer houfe hath a pow- 
er of propofing canons, and a negative 
voice, as well as the upper. And 
God forbid (fay thefe objedors) that 
there fhould be a real feparate intereft 
between the bi{hops and clergy, any 
more than there is between a man and 
his wife, a king and his people, or 
Christ and his church. 

It feems there is a provifion in the 
bill, that no parifh mall be cut into 
feraps without the confent of feveral 
perions, who can be no fufierers in the 
matter; bat I cannot find that the 
clergy lay much weight on this cau- 
tion; 
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tion ; becaufe they argue, that the very 
peribns from whom thjfe . bills took 
their rife, will have the greateft (hare 
in the decifion. 

I do not by any means conceive the 
crying fin of the clergy in this king- 
dom to be that of non-refidence, I am, 
fure, it is many degrees lefs fb here than 
in England^ unlefs the pofiemon of 
pluralities may pafs under that name ; 
and if this be a fault, it is well known 
to whom it muft be imputed : I believe, 
upon a ^r enquiry (and I hear an en- 
quiry is to be made), they will appear 
to be moft pardonably few \ efpecially, 
confidering how many pariQies have not 
an inch of glebe^ and how difficult ic 
is upon any reafonable terms to 'find a 
place of habitation. And therefore, 
God knows whether my lordi the bi- 
Jbops will be fbon able to convince the 
ckrgyy or thofe who have any regard for 
that venerable body, that the chief mo- 
tive in their lordjhips minds by procur- 
ing thefe bills was to prevent the fin of 
tkn-rejidence', while the univerfal opi- 

C c 3 nion 
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nion of almoft every clergyman in the 
kingdom, without 4i^ip<^ion of party, 
taking in even thofe who are not like- 
ly to be fufferers, flands diredly againft 
them. 

If fome livings in the north may be 
juftly thought too large a compafs of 
land, which makes it inconvenient for 
the remotefl inhabitants to attend the 
fervice of the church, which in fome 
inftances may be true, no reaibnable 
clergyman would oppofe a proper re- 
medy \yj particular ad:s of parliament. 

Thus, for inftance, the deanry of 
Down^ a country deanry I think with- 
out a cathedral, depending wholly up* 
on an union of parishes joined together 
in a time when the land lay wade and 
thinly inhabited, fince thofe circum- 
fiances are fo pfodigioufly changed for 
the better, may properly be leflened, 
leaying a decent competency to the 
deany and placing reBories in the re- 
maining churches, which are now ferv- 
ed only by ftipendiary curates. 

The cafe may be probably the. fame 



ill 
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in other parts: and fuch a proceeding 
diicreetly managed would be truly for 
the good of the church. 

For it is to be obferved, that the 
dean and chapter lands, which in Eng-- 
land were all feized under the fanatic 
ufurpation* are things unknown in Ire^ 
landy having been long raviftied from 
the church by a fucceilion of confu-r 
iions, and tithes applied in their ilead 
to fupport that ecclefiaftical dignity. 

The late * archbijhop of Dublin had 
a very different way of encouraging the 
ckrgy of his diocefe to refidence : when 
a leafe had run out feven years or more, 
be ftipulated with the tenant to refign 
up twenty or thirty acres to the mini-f 
fter of the pari(h where it lay conve- 
nient, without leflening his former 
rent, and with no great abatement of 
the fine; and this he did in the parts 
near JOublwy where land is at the high- 
eft rates, leaving a fmall chiefry for 
the niinifter to pay, hardly a (ixth part 
of the value. I doubt not, that almoft 
fvery ^fiop in the kingdom may do 

* The figbt rererend Dr. William Kino. 

C c 4. th^ 
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the fame generous aft with lefs da- 
mage (b their fees than his late grace of 
Dublin 'y much of whofe lands were 
out in fee-farms, or leafes for lives; 
and I am forry that the good example 
of fuch a prelate hath not been followed. 

But a great majority of the clergy s 
friends cannot hitherto reconcile them- 
felves to this projedl ; which they call a 
leveling principle^ that muft inevitably 
root out the feeds of all honefl emulation, 
the legal parent of the greateft virtue and 
roofl generous actions among men ; but 
which in the general opinion (for I do 
not pretend to offer my own) will never 
more have room to exert itfelf in the 
breafl of any clergyman whom this 
kingdom fhall produce. 

But, whether the confequences of 
thefe bills may, by the virtues and frail- 
tics of future hijhops fent over hither to 
rule the church, terminate in good or 
evil, I fhall not prefume to determine, 
fince God can work the former out of 
the latter. However, one thing I can 
venture to afTert ; that from the carlieft 
ages of Chriflianity to the minute I am 

now 
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now writing, there never was a prece- 
dent of. fuch a proceeding, much lefs 
was it to be feared, hoped, or appre- 
hended, from fuch hands in any Chriftian 
country ; and fb it may pais for more 
than a pheenix% becaufe it hath rifen 
without any afUflance from the ajhes of 
its^^. 

The appearance of (b many dijfen- 
ters at the hearing of this caufe is what, 
I am told, hath not been charged to 
the account of their prudence or mo- 
deration ; becaufe that adion hath been 
ceafured as a mark of triumph and in- 
foit before the viSlory is complete : fince 
neither of thefe bills hath yet pafTed 
the hwfe of commonsy and fome arc 
pleafed to think it not impoflible that 
they may be * rejedled. Neither do I 
hear, that there is an enading claufe in 
either of the bills to apply any part of 
the divided or fub-divided tithes to- 
wards increafing the ftipends of the 
fe&aries. So that thefe gentlemen feem 
to be gratified like him, who after hav- 

* They were rcjefted in the houfe eftommom by a great 
mitjori^. 

ing 
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ing been kicked down ftairs took com- 
fort, when he iaw his friend kicked 
down after him. 

I have heard many more objedions 
againft feveral particulars of both the(e 
bills; but they are of a high nature, 
and jcarry fuch dreadful irmuendosy that 
I dare not mention them, refolving to 
give no oflence, becaufe I well know 
how obnoxious I have long been (al- 
tjhough I conceive without any fault of 
my own] to the zeal and principles of 
t^ofe who place all difference in opi- 
nion concerning public matters to die 
fcore of djfaffeSiioni whereof I am at 
kail as innocent as the loudefl of my 
detroEiors, 

' 1731-a. 
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ACT OF PARLIAMENT 

To pay off the DEBT of the Nation^ 
without Taxing the Subjed j 

By which the Number pf landed Gei^try 

and fuhflantial farmers will he con- 

fiderahly increafedy and no Per/on 

will be the poorer y or contribute one 

Farthing to the Charge. * 

Written in the year 1732. 

THE diebts contraded fome years 
paft for the fervice and fafety of 
the nation are grown To great, that under 
our prefent diftrefled condition, by the 
want of trade, the great remittances to 
pay abfenteesy regiments ferving abroad, 
and many other drains of money well 
enough known and felt, the kingdom 
feems altogether unable to difcharge 

* The reader will perceive the following treatife to be 
altogether ironical. 

I them 
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them by the common methods of pay- 
ment : and either a poll or land tax 
would be too odious to think of, efpe- 
cially the latter ; becauie the lands, 
which have been let for thefe ten or 
dozen years paft, were raifed fo high, 
that the owner can at prefent hardly 
receive any rent at all. For it is the 
ufual pra<5tice of an Irijh tenant, rather 
than want land, to oiFer more for a farm 
than he knows he can be ever able to 
pay; and in that cafe he grows defperate, 
and pays nothing at all. So that a land 
tax upon a rack'd eftate would be a bur- 
then wholly infuppor table. 

The queftion will then be, how thefe 
national debts can be paid ; and how I 
can make good the fcveral particulars 
of my propofal ; which I (hall now lay 
open to the publick. 

The revenues of their graces and lord- 
fhips the archbifhops and bifhops of this 
kingdom (excluding the fines) do a- 
mount by a moderate computation to 
36,800/. per arm. I mean the rents 
which the bifhops receive from their 
tenants. But the real value of thofe 

lands 
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lands at a full rent, taking the feveral 
fees one with another, is reckoned to be 
at leaft three fourths more; fo that, 
multiplying 36,800/. by 4, the full 
rent of all the bifhops lands will amount 
to 147,200/. per ann, from which fub- 
trading the prefent rent received by 
their lordlhips, that is 36,800/. the 
profits of the lands received by the firft 
and fecond tenants (who both have 
great bargains), will rife to the fum of 
110,400/1 per aniu which lands, if 
they were to be fold at twenty-two 
years purchale, would raife a fum of 
2,4.28,800/. referving to the bifhops 
their prefent rents, only excluding fines. 

Of this fum I propofe that out of the 
one half, which amounts to 1,214,400 /. 
fo much be applied, as will intirely dis- 
charge the debts of the nation; and 
the remainder be laid up in the trea- 
fury, to fupply contingencies, as well as 
to difcharge fome of our heavy taxes, 
until the kingdom fhall be in a better 
condition. 

But, whereas the prefent fett of bi- 

fhops would be great lofers by this 

7 fcheme 
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Scheme for want of their fines ; which 
would be hard treatment to fuch reli- 
giousy loyaly and defermng perfonages; 
I have therefore fet apart the other half 
to fupply that defed, which it will more 
than fufficiently do. 

A biOiop's leafe for the full term is 
reckoned to be worth eleven years pur- 
chafe; but, if we take the bifhops round, 
I fuppofe there may be four years of 
each leaie elapfed ; and many of the 
bifhops being well firicken in years, I 
cannot think their lives round to be 
worth more than feven years purchafe; 
fo that the purchafers may very well 
afford fifteen years purchafe for the re- 
verfion, efpecially by one great addi- 
tional advantage, which I fhall foon 
mention. 

This fumof 2,428,800/. muft like- 
wife be funk very confiderably ; becaufe 
the lands are to be fold only at fifteen 
years purchafe, and this leflens the fum 
to about 1,656,000 /. of which I pro- 
pofe twelve hundred thoufand pounds 
to be applied partly for the payment of 
the national debt, and partly as a fund 

for 



THE NATIONAL DEBT. 599 

for future exigencies ; and the remain- 
ing 456,000 /. I propofe as a fund for 
paying the preient fett of bifhops their 
nnes ; which it will abundantly do, and 
a great, part remain as an addition to 
the public ftock. 

Although the bifhops round do not 
in reality receive three fines a-piece, 
which take up 21 years, yet I allow it 
to be fo ; but then I will fuppofe them 
to take but one year*s rent in recom- 
pence of giving them fo large a terni of 
life; and thus multiplying 36,800 by 
3, the produd will be only 110,400 A 
fo that above three fourths will remain 
to be applied to public ufe. 

If I have made wrong computationSj 
I hope to be excufed» as a ftranger to 
the kingdom; which I never (aw till 
I was called to an employment, and yet 
where I intend to pafs the reft of my 
days ; but I took care to get the beft 
informations I could, and from. the moft 
proper perfons; however, the miftakes 
I may have been guilty of will very little 
3.St&. the main of my propofal; al- 
though they fhould caufe a difference 

of 
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of one hundred thouiand pounds more 

or lefs. 

Thefe fines are only to be paid to the 
bifhop during his incumbency in the 
fame fee : if he change it for a better, 
the purchafers of the vacant fee lands 
are to come immediately into pof]&ffion 
of the fee he hath left ; and both the 
bifhop who is removed, and he who 
comes into his place, are to have no 
more fines ; for the removed bifhop will 
find his' account by a larger revenue; 
and the other fee .will find candidates 
enough. For the law-maxim will here 
have place: caveat emptor 'y I mean, 
the perfons who fucceed may chufe 
whether they will accept or no. 

As to the purchafers, they will pro- 
bably be tenants to the fee, who are al- 
ready in pofieflion, and can afford to 
give more than any other bidder. 

I will further explain myfelf. If 
a perfba already a bifhop be removed 
into a. richer fee, he mufl be content 
with the bare revenues without any 
fines ; and fo mufl he who comes into 
a bifhoprick vacant by death : and this 

will 
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will bring the matter fooncr to bear; 
which if the crown fliall think fit 
to countenance, will foon change the 
prefent fett of bifhops ; and confequently 
encourage purchasers of their lands. 
For example: if a primate fhould die, 
and the gradation be wifely made, al- 
moft the whole fett of bifhops might be 
changed in a month, each to his great 
advantage, although no- fines were to 
be got, and thereby f?ve a great part 
of that fum which I have appropriated 
towards fupplying the deficiency of 
fines. 

I have valued the bifhops lands two 
years purchafe above the ufual computed 
rate, becaufe thofe lands will have a 
fandion from the king and council in 
Englandy and be confirmed by an aA 
of parliament here: befides, it is well 
known, that higher prices are given 
every day for worfe lands, at the rc- 
moteft diftances, and at rack-rents, 
which I take to be occafioned by want 
of trade: when there are i^vt borrow- 
ers, and the little money in private 
hands lying dejjd, there is no other way 

Vol. X. D d to 
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to difpofe of it but in buying of land ; 
which confequently makes the owners 
hold it fo high. 

Befides paying the nation's debts, the 
fale of thefe lands would have many 
other good effeds upon the nation. It 
will confiderably increafe the number of 
gentry, where the bi(Kops tenants are 
not able or willing to purchafe ; for the 
lands will afford an hundred gentlemen 
a good revenue to each : fevcral per- 
fons from England will probably be glad 
to come over hither, and be the buyers, 
rather than give thirty years pur«hafe 
at home under the loads of taxes for the 
publick and the pocn*, as well as repairs ; 
by which means much money may be 
brought among us ; and probably fome 
of the purchafers themfelves inay be 
content to live cheap in a worfe coun- 
try, rather than be at the charge of ex- 
change and agencies; and perhaps of 
mn-fohencies in abfcnce, if they let their 
lands too high. 

This propofal will alfo multiply far- 
mers, when the purchafers will have 
\d\.\d^ in their own pQvver to give long 

and 
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atid eafy leafes to induArious hufband'' 
men. 

I have allowed fome bidiopricks, of 
equal income, to be of more or lefs 
value to the purchafer, according as tliey 
are circumftanced. For inftance: the 
lands of the primacy and fome other 
fees are let fo low, that they hardly pay 
a fifth penny of the real value to the 
biChop; and there the fines are the 
greater. On the contrary, the fees of 
Meatb and Cknfert confifting, as I am 
told, much of tithes, thofe tithes are 
annually let to the tenants without any 
fines. So the fee of Dublin is faid to 
have many fee-farms, which pay no 
fines ; and fome leafes for lives, which 
pay very little, and not fo foon nor io 
duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their 
graces my lords the archbiihops, and 
my lords the bifhops, will heartily join 
in this propofal, out of gratitude to his 
late and prefent majefty, the beft of 
kings, who have beftowed on them fuch 
high and opulent ftations; as well as 
in pity to this country, which b now 
D d 2 become 
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become their own; whereby they will 
be inftrumental towards paying the 
nation*s debts without impoveri(hing 
themrelves ; enrich an hundred gentle- 
men, as well as free them from depen- 
dency ; and thus remove that envy, which 
is apt to fall upon their graces and lord- 
fhips from confiderable perfons, whofe 
birth and fortunes rather qualify them 
to be lords of manors, than fervile 
dependents upon churchmen however 
dignified or diftinguifhed. 

If I do not flatter myfelf, there could 
not be any law more popular than this. 
For the immediate tenants to bifhops, 
being fome of them perfons of quality 
and good eflates, and more of them 
grown up to be gentlemen by the pro- 
fits of thefe very leafes under a fuccef- 
fion of bifhops, think it a difgrace to 
be fubjed both to rents and fines at the 
pleafure of their landlords. Then the 
bulk, .of the tenants, efpecially the dlf- 
fenterSi who are our true loyal pro- 
teflant brethren, look upon it both as 
an Unnatural and iniquitous thing, that 
billiops ihould be owners of land at all 
2 (wherein 
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(wherein I beg to differ from them), 
being a point fo contrary to the pradice 
of the apoftles, . whofe fucceflbrs they 
are deemed to be; and who, although 
they were contented that land fhould 
be fold for the common ufe of the bre- 
thren, yet would not buy it themfelves, 
but had it laid at their feet to be diftri* 
buted to poor profelytes. 

I will add one word more ; that by 
fuch a wholefbme law all the opprefHonft 
felt by under-tenants of church heafes, 
which are now laid on the bifhops, 
Would entirely be prevented, by their 
graces and lordfhips confenting to have 
their lands fold for payment of the na- 
tion's debts; referving only the prefent 
rent for their own plentiful and ho* 
nourable fupport. 

I beg leave to add one particular; 
that, when heads of a bill (as I find 
the flyle runs in this kingdom) fhall be 
brought in for forming this propofal 
into a law, I fhould humbly offer, that 
there might be a power given to every 
bifhop, except thofe who refide in 
Dublin^ for applying one hundred acres 
P d 3 of 
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of profitable land, that lies neareft hii 
palace, as a demefne for the convenience 
of his family, 

I know very well, that this fcheme 
hath been much talked of for fome time 
paft, and is in the thoughts of many 
patriots; neither was it properly mine, 
althougii I fell readily into it, when it 
was firft communicated to me. 

Although I am almofl a perfe6l ftran- 
ger in this kingdom; yet fince I have 
accepted an employment here of fome 
confequence as well, as profit, I cannot 
but think myfelf in duty bound to con^- 
fult the interefl of people among whom 
I have Ijeen fo well received. And if 
I can be any way inftrumental towards 
contributing to reduce this excellent pror 
pofal into a law (which being not in the 
leaf^ injurious to England will, I am con- 
fident, meet with no oppofition from that 
fide), my fincere endeavours to ferve this 
church and kingdoni will b^ well r^r 
warded. 
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EXAMINATION 

O F 

Certain Abufes^ Corruptions^ and Emr^ 
mtieSi in the City of Dublin. 

Written in the Year 1732. 

Nothing is held more commendable, 
in all great cities, efpecially the 
metropolis of a kingdom, than what 
the French call the police: by which 
word is meant the government thereof, 
to prevent the many diforders occa- 
fioned by great numbers of people and 
carriages, efpecially through narrow 
ftreets. In this government our famous 
city of Dublin \% faid to be very defe- 
£live, and univerfally complained of. 
Many wholefome laws have been en- 
sued to corred thofe abules, but are ill 
executed ; and many more are wanting ; 
which I hope the united wifdom of the 
nation (whereof lb many good eflfedls 
have already appeared this fe(Iion) will 
foon take into their profound conli^ 
deration. 

Pd 4 As 
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As I have been always watchful over 
the good of mine o^♦n country, and 
particularly for that of our renowned 
city, where (abfit invidia) I had the 
honour to draw my firft breath } I can- 
not have a minute's eafe or patience to 
forbear enumerating fome of the great- 
eft enormities, abufes, and corruptions, 
i^read almoft , through every part of 
l)ublin ; and propo(ing fuch remedies, 
as I hope the legiflature will approve of. 

The narrow compaf^ to which I 
Bave confined myfelf in this paper, will 
allow me only to touch the moft im- 
portant defeds; and fuch as I think 
feem to require the moft fpeedy redrefs. 

And firft; perhaps there was never 
known a wifer inftitution than that of 
allowing certain perfons of bo:h fei^es 
in large and populous cities to cry 
through the ftreets^ many neceflaries of 
life : It would be endlefs to recount the 
conveniencies, which our city enjoys by 
this ufeful invention; and particularly 
ftrangers forced hither by bufinefs, v/ho 
refide here but a fliort time : for thefe, 
having ufually but little money, and 

being 
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being wholly ignorant of the town, 
might &t.an eafy price purchafe a tole- 
rable dinner, if the feveral' criers would 
pronounce the names of the goods thejr 
have to fell in any tolerable langu£^. 
And therefore, until our law-makers 
fhall think it proper to interpofe fo far 
as to make thofe traders pront)unce 
their words in fuch terms that a plain 
ChriAian hearer may comprehend what 
is cried, I would advife all new comers 
to look out at their garret windows, 
and there fee whether the thing that is 
Cried be tripes or flummery^ butter- 
milk or cow-heels. For as things are 
now managed, how is it pofllble for an . 
honeft countryman juft arrived to find 
out what is meant, for inHance, by the 
following words, with which his ears 
are conftantly Aunned twice a day, 
inuggs^ juggSy and porringer s^ up in 
the garret^ and down in the cellar \ 
I fay, how is it pofllble for any ftranger 
to underfland, that this jargon is meant 
as an invitation to buy a farthing^s* worth 
of milk for his breakfaft or fupper, un- 
Icfs his curiofity draws him to the win*- 

dow, 
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dow, or until his landlady (hall inform 
him ? I produce this only as one inftance 
among a hundred much worfe, I mean, 
where the words make a found wholly 
inarticulate, which give fb much diflur- 
bance, and fo little information. 

The affirmation folemnly made in 
the cry of herrings is diredly againil all 
truth and probability ; herrings aiivet 
alive here ; the very proverb will con- 
vince us of this ; for what is more fre- 
quent in ordinary fpeech, than to fay of 
ibme neighbour for whom the paffing- 
bell rings, that he is dead as a herring f 
And pray how is it pofllble, that a 
herrings which, as phikfiphers obferve, 
cannot live longer than one minute 
three feconds and a half out of water, 
fhould bear a voyage in open boats from 
fl<mtb to Dublin^ be tofTed into twenty 
hands, and prelerve its life in (ieves for 
fcveral hours ? nay, we have witnefles 
ready to produce, that many thoufands 
of thefe herrings^ fo impudently aflerted 
to be alive, have been a day and a^night 
upon dry land* But this is not the worft. 
What caq we think of thofe impious 

wretchw 
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wretches who dare in the face of the 
fun vouch the very fame affirmative of 
thtir Jaimoft, znd cry fo/mon alive, alive i 
whereas, if you call the woman who 
cries it, (he is not afhamed to turn back 
her mantle, and (hew you this indivi- 
dual falmon cut into a dozen pieces ? 
I have given good advice to theib infa- 
mous diigracers of their fex and callings 
without the lead appearance of remorfe, 
and fully againft the conviAion of their 
own confciencies ; I have mentioned this 
grievance to feveral of our parifh mini- 
tiers ; but all in vain : fo that it muft 
continue, until the government fhall think 
fit to interpofe. 

There is another cry, which, from 
the ilrifteft obfervation I can make, 
appears to be very modern, and it is 
that of * ficeet hearts \ and is plainly 
intended for a reflexion upon the 
female fex; as if there were at prefenC 
fo great a dearth of lovers, that the 
women, indead of receiving prefents 
from men, were now forced to offer 
jnoney to purchafe fweet hearts, Nei- 

* A fort of fugar- cakes in the ^h^tpeof hearts. 

ther 
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ther am I fure, that this cry doch not 
glance at fome difaffediop s^ainft the' 
government; inflnuating, that while fo 
many of our troops are engaged in fo- 
reign fervice, and fuch a great ntimber 
of our gallant officers conftantly refide 
in England^ the ladies are forced to take 
up with parfons and dttornies : but this is 
a mod unjuft refiexioii, as may fbon be 
proved by any perfon who frequents the 
cafik, our public walks, our balU and af- 
femblies ; wliere the crowds of * toupees 
were never known td fwarm as they do at 
prefcnt. 

There is a cry peculiar to this city, 
which I do not remember to have been 
ufed in London ; or &t lead not in the 
fame terms that it hath been pradifed 
by both parties during each of their 
power, but very unjuftly by the tories, 
while thefe were at the helm, they 
grew daily n[K>re and more impatient to 
put all true isohigs and Hanoverians out 
of employments : to effe<9: which, they 
hired certain ordinary fellows with large 

* A new name for a modern periwig with a long black tai), 
ar.«} fciriw owner i now in fafltion, Deu I, I73> 

baikets 



CERTAIN ABUSES, &c. 413 
bafkets on their flioulders- to call alou4 
at every houfe, Dirf to carry out \ giving 
that denomination to our whole party; 
as if they would fignify, that the king7 
dom could never be cleanfedt until we 
were Jwept from the earth like rubbijb^ 
But, fince that happy ti)m of times, 
when ' we were fo miraculoujly prefcrveii 
by juft an imb from Sfperyy jlav^yy 
maffacrey and the pretender^ I muft own 
it is prudence in us ftill to go on with 
the fame cry ; which hath ever fiqcc 
been fo effedually obferved, that the 
true political dirt is wholly removed, and 
thrown on its proper dunghills, there to 
corrupt and be no more heard of. 

But to proceed to other enormities : 
every perfon who walks the ftrcets 
muft needs obferve an immenfe number 
of human excrements at the doors and 
fteps of wafte houfes, and at the fideS 
of every dead wall ; for which the dif*- 
af&ded party hath afligned a very falfci 
and malicious c^ufe : they would have 
it, that thefe heaps were laid there 
privately by Britijh fundaments^ to make 
the world believe that our 7>*J^ vulgar 

do 
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do daily eat and drink; and confequent* 
\y that the clamour of poverty among 
us muft be falfe, proceeding only from 
^cobites and papijis* They would con- 
firm this by pretending to obferve, that 
a Britijh anus being more narrowly per- 
forated than one of our own country, 
and many of thefe excrements, upon a 
ilridi: view, ^ippearing copple crowned 
with a point like a cone or pyramid, 
arc cafily difiinguiftied from the Hiber- 
niariy which lie much flatter and with 
kfs continuity. I communicated this 
conjedure to an eminent phyfician, who 
is well verfed in fuch profound fpecula- 
tions; and at my requeft was pleafed 
to make trial with each of His fingers, 
by thrufting them into the anus of feveral 
perfons of both nations, and profefled 
he could find no fuch difference between 
them as thofe ill-difpofed people alledge. 
On the contrary, he afTured me, that 
much the greater number of narrow 
cavities were oi Hibernian origin. This 
I only mention, to (hew how ready the 
Jacobites 2itt to lay hold of any handle 
to exprefs their malice againft the go« 

vernment. 
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vemment. I had almoft forgot to add, 
that my friend the phyficiao cduld, by 
fmelling each finger, diftinguifli the ffi- 
ber/tian excrement from the Britijhy and 
was not above twice roiftaken in an 
hundred experiments; upon which he 
intends very foon to publifh a learned 
diflertation. 

There is a diverfion in this city, 
which ufually begins Among the butcb- 
erSf but is often continued by a fuc- 
ceffion of other people through many 
ftreets; it is called the COSSING o/a dog: 
and I may juftly number it among our 
corruptions. The ceremony is thus : 
a fbange tlog happens to pafs through 
a flefli-market; whereupon an expert 
butcher immediately cries in a loud voice 
and the proper tone, co/r, cofs^ feveral 
times. The fame word is repeated by 
the people. The dog, who perfciflly 
underflands the terms of art, and con- 
fequently the danger he is in, immedi- 
ately flies. The people, and eveti his 
own brother anitnalsy purfue: the jjUr- 
fuit and cry attend him perhaps hilf a 
mile; he is well worried in his flight; 

and 
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and fometimcs hardly efcapes. ThU 
our iU~wi(h^» of the jac^^ie kind are 
pleaTed to call a perfecmwt ; and affirm, 
that it always falls upon dogs of the tory 
principle, But we can well defend our- 
felvcs by ju(lly alledging, that, when 
they were uppermoft, they treated our 
d(^s full as inhumanly. As to my own 
part, who have in former times often 
attended th.efe proceffionst although I can 
very well diftinguiih between a 'uolug 
and tory dogy yet I never carried my 
refentment very far from a party prin- 
ciple, except it were againft certain ma^ 
licious dagSy who moft difcovered their 
enmity againfl: us in the worji of times *, 
And I remember too well, that in the 
wicked miniftry of the earl of Oxford 
a large maftifF of our party, being un- 
mercifully cojfedy ran without thinking 
between my legs, as I was coming up 
Fifhatnbleflreet ; and, as I am of low , 
ftature with very fhort legs, bore me 
riding backwards down the hill for 
above two hundred yards : and although 

* A cant word ufed by the wh'igi for the four Uft years 
of queea 4mnt*t reign, during the earl of Oxfords miniftry. 

I made 
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I made life of his tail for a bridle,- hold^ 
ing it faft with both my hands, and 
clung my legs as clofe to his fides as I 
could; yet we both camcdown toge- 
ther int6 the middle of the kennel j 
where after rowling three or four times 
over each other, I got up with much 
ado amidft the (houts and huzzas of a 
thoufand. malicious Jacobites. I cannot 
indeed' but gratefully acknowledge, that 
for this and many other fervices and 
fufferings * I have been fince more than 
over-paid. 

This adventure may pefhaps have put 
me out of love with the diverfion of 
coffingy which I confefs myfelf an enemy \ 
to, unlefs we could always be fure of dif- 
tinguifhing tory dogSi whereof greatt num- 
bers have fince been fo prudent as en- 
tirely to change their principles, and are 
now juftly eftecmed the bteft worriers of 
their former friends. 

I am aifured, and partly know,- 
that all tlie chimney-fweepers boys, 
where members of parliament chiefly ' 
lodge, are hired by our enemies to feulli 

* See the apology for the Taleefa Tilt. 

Vol. X^ Ee irt 
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in the tops of cbimnies with their heads 
no higher than will jufl: permit them 
to look round ; and at the ufual hours 
when members are going to the hou{e, if 
they fee a coach ftand near the lodging of 
any loyal member, they call coach^ coacby 
as loud as they can bawl, juft at the in- 
ftant when the footman begins to give the, 
fame call. And this is chiefly done on 
thofe days when any point of import- 
ance is to be debated. This pradice 
may be of very dangerous confequence ; 
for thefe boys are all hired by enemies 
to the government : and thus by the ab- 
fence of a i^w members for a few minutes 
a queftion may be carried againft the tru& 
intereft of the kingdom, and very proba- 
bly not without an eye towards the /re- ^ 
tender. 

I have not obferved the wit and fancy 
of this town fo much employed in any 
one article, as that of contriving variety 
of figns to hang over houfes where /i/i^w/^ 
is to be fold. The bowl is reprefented 
full of pumh ; the ladle (lands ered in 
the middle, fupported fometimes by one 
and fometimes by two animals, whofe 

feet 
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feet reft upon the edge of the bowl. 
Thefc animds are foineti'mes one black 
lidrty and fometimes a couple j fometimes 
a fingle eagUy and fometimes a fpread 
one; and we often meet a crow, z. fwan^ 
Vi'beary or a cock^ in the fanie pofture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of 
thefe animals either feparate or in con- 
jundibn are, properly fpeaking, fit em- 
blems or embellifhments to advance the 
fale o^ punch, Befides, it is agreed among 
naturaliftsy that no brute can endure the 
tafte of ftrong liquor, except where he 
hath been ufed to it from his infancy ; 
and confequently it is againft all the rules 
oi hieroglyph to affign thofe animals as 
patrons or proteftors of punch. For in 
th^ cafe we ought to fuppofe that the 
hoft keeps always ready the real bird or 
bead, whereof the pidurc hangs over 
his door, to entertain his guefts ; which 
however to my knowledge is not true 
in fa<9: j - not one of thofe birds being 
a proper companion for a Chrifiian, as 
to aiding and affifting in making the 
punch. For as they arc drawn upon the 

E e 2 fign, 
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fign, they are much more likely to 
mute, or died their feathers into the. 
liquor. Then as to the ^ar^ he is too 
tcirible, aukward, and flovenly a com- 
panion to converfe with ; neither are 
any of them all &aftc[y enough to fill 
liquor to the company : I do there- 
fore vehemently fufpedt a plot intended 
againft the government by thefe devices. 
For although the fpread-eagh be the 
arms of Gertnar^^ upon which account 
it may po{Iibly be a lawful proteJlaTit 
fign, yet I, who am very fufpicious of 
fair outiides in a matter which fo near- 
ly concerns our welfare, cannot but call 
to mind, that the pretender i wife is faid 
to be of German birth ; and that many 
Popifb princes in fo vaft an extent of 
fend are reported to excel both at mak- 
ing and drinking punch : befides, it is 
plain that the fpread-eagle exhibits' to 
us the perfe^ figure of a crofs^ which 
is a badge of popery. Then as to the 
cock^ he is well known to reprefent the 
French nation, our old and dangerous 
enemy. The^uj^, who m^ft of ne- 
ccffity Cover the entire bowl with his 

wingsj 
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wings, can be no other than the Spa- 
'niardi who endeavours to engrofs all 
the treafures of the Indies to himfelf^ 
The lion is indeed the common emblem 
of royal power, as well, as the arms of 
England; ' but to paint him black is 
perfed jacobitifm^ and a manifcft type 
of thofe who blacken the anions of the 
befk princes. It is not eafy to diftinguiOi 
whether that other fowl painted over 
the punch-bowl be a cr<m or a raven. 
It is true, they have both been ominous 
birds: but I rather take it to be the 
former. ; becaufe it is the difpofition of 
a crorjo to pick out the eyes of other 
creatures, and often even of ChriJlianSy 
after they are dead ; and is therefore drawn 
here with a defign to put the Jacobites in 
mind of their old practice, firft to lull us 
aileep (which is an emblem of death), and 
then to blind our eyes, that we may not 
fee their dangerous pradices againil th^ 
ftate. 

To fpeak my private opinion; the 

leaft ofFenfive pidure in the whole fett 

feems to be the^^^r; becaufe he re- 

prefents urja majory or the £reat bear, 

E e 3 who 
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who prefides over the mrtb^ where the 
Reformation firll b^an^;j and .^nrhich, 
next to Britain (m^dm^ Siothruh^md 
the north of Jreiandji 19 the .great pro- 
testor of the true protejiant xeli^a. 
But however, in tbofe figns wherc-I oh- 
ferve the bear Koh^ chained^ I cannot 
help furmifiDg a: Jacobite contrivance; 
by which thefe traitors hint aa^ eartieft 
defire of ufing.all. true-whigt^: as* their 
predeceflbrs did the primitive Ghriftiaos: 
I mean, to reprefent us as ^aarxy.and 
then halloo their tory-dogs tfi htkt ut Xo 
death. :.. r ; 

Thus I have given a feir acoouoc of 
what I diflike in all the figos fct; over 
thofe houfes that invite us to puncbt. 1 
own it was a matter that did not; need 
explaining, being fo very obvious ..to 
common underflanding ; yd:- l- know 
not how it happens, but .mctbidks there 
feems a fatal blindjnels to overfprestd our 
corporeal eyes, as well as our intdliBC- 
tual; and I heartily wi(b I may be 
found a falfc prophet ;\ for* thefc Aare 
pot bare fufpicions, but nianifeft. demons 
Itratiops. . . ./ ' , i . 

Therefore, 
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Therefore, away with thefe popijh^ 
jacobitijh, and idolatrous gew-gaws. And 
I heartily wiHi a law were ena<^ed un- 
der (evere penalties againfl: drinking 
punch at all ; for nothing is eafier than 
to prove it a difaiFedled liquor : the 
chief ingredients, which are brandy, 
oranges^ and lemons, are all fent us from 
fopijb countries ; and nothing remains 
of protejiant growth but fugar and 
waur. For as to bifcuit, which for- 
merly ,was held a neceflary ingredient, 
and is truly Britijh, we find it is en- 
tirely rejedled. 

But I will put the truth of my afler- 
tion pad all doubt: I mean, that this 
liquor is by one important innovation 
grown of ill example, and dangerous 
confequence to the poblick. It is well 
known, that, by the true original infti- 
tution of making punch left us by cap- 
tain Ratcliff, the fharpnefs is only oc- 
cafioned by the juice of lemons ; and 
fo continued until after the happy re- 
volution. Oranges, alas I are a mere in- 
novation, and in a manner hut of ye-^ 
fierday. It was the politicks of Jacobites 
E e 4 to 
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to introduce them gradually; dnd to 
what intent ? the thing fpeaks iticlf. It 
was cunningly to ihew their virukoce 
againft his facred majefty king JVilliam 
of ever glorious and immortal memory., 
But of late (to (hew how fad di£loyaU 
ty increafeth) they canoe from one to 
two, and then to three oranges ; * nay 
at prefent we often find ptmcb made all 
with oranges y and not one fingle /d«w/ti. 
For the Jacobites^ before the death of 
that immortal prince, had by a fuperAh- 
tion formed a private prayer^ that as 
xhty fqueezed the orange ^ fo might that 
proteftant king be fgueezed to death ; 
according to the known fircery defcrib- 
^d by Virgil', 

Limus ut hie durejcit^ tt hoc ut cera 
liquefcit^ etc. 
And thus the Ramans, when they la- 
prificcd an ox, ufed this kind of prayer ; 
^s I knock down ibis oxyfo may ft thou, 
O Jupiter ! knock down ow enemies. In 
like manner after king fVillianis death, 
whenever a Jacobite fqueezed an orange^ 
Jie had a mental curfe upon the glorious 
memory, and a hearty wifh for power 

to 



CERTAIN ABUSES, &c. 425 

to fqueeze all his jnajefty's friends to 
death as. he fqueezed thzt orange^ which 
bore one of his titk8i» as heiras prince 
of Orange, This I do affirm for truth, 
many ' of that fadtion having confefled 
it to me under an oafi 0/ /ecrecjf, which 
however I thought it my duty not to 
keep when I faw my dear country in 
danger. But what better can be expe6t- 
ed ^oi an impious fett of men, who 
never fcruple to drink confusion to 
all true pr^tflants under the name of 
wbigs? A mod unchriflian and inhu- 
man pradice ; wiwh to our great honour 
end cmtfort was never charged upon usy 
even by our moft malicious detrdEiors* 

The fign of two angels hovering in 
the air, and with their right hands fup- 
porting a crown^ is met with in ieveral 
parts oi this city, and hath often given 
me great ofl^nce : for, whether by the 
unfkilfulne& or dangerous principles of 
the pamters (^though I have good rea- 
font to fufpeift the latter), thofe angels 
are ufually drawn with fuch horrid, or 
indeed rather diabolical countenances^ 
that they give great offence to every 

loyal 
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loyal eye, and equal caufe of triumph 
to the Jacobite, being a mofl: infamous 
reflexion upon our able and excellent mi- 
niftry. 

I now return to that great enormity 
of city cries ; nioft of which we have 
borrowed from London, I fhall con- 
fider them only in a political view, as they 
nearly afied the peace and fafety of both 
kingdoms ; and having been originally 
contrived by wicked Machiavels to bring 
in popery y jlavery, and arbitrary power, 
by defeating the protejlant fucceHion 
and introducing the pretender, ought 
in juftice to be here laid open to the 
world. 

About two or three months after the 
happy Revolution, all perfons who pof- 
feflcd any employment or office, in 
church or ftate, were obliged by an a<ft 
of parliament to take the oaths to king 
William and queen Mary : and a great 
number of di(afFe£ted perfons refufing 
to take the faid oaths from a pretended 
fcruple of confcience, but really from 
9. fpirit of popery and rebellion, they 
contrived a plot to' make the fwearing 

to 
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to thofe princes odious in the eyes of 
the people. To this , end, they hired 
certain women of ill fame, but loud 
ihrill voices, under pretence of felling 
fifh, to go through the ftreets with 
iieves on their heads, and cry hty my 
fouly buy my foul', plainly infinuating, 
that all thofe who fwore to king Wil- 
ifOPi were juft ready to fell their /ou/s 
for an employment. This cry was re- 
vived at the death of queen u^nne, and, 
I hear, ^11 continues in London with 
much offence to all true proteftants ; but 
to our great bappinefs feems to be almoft 
dropt m Dublin. 

But becaufe I altogether contemn the 
difpleafure and refentment of high-fiyers, 
tories, and Jacobites y whom I look upon 
to be worfe even than frofefsd paptfis, 
I do here declare, that thofe evils which 
I am gding to niention were all brought 
in upon us in the imrfi of times under 
the late carl of Oxford's adminiftration, 
during the four laft years of queen 
Annes rdgn. 'That wicked minijler was 
miverfally known to be a papifl in his 

heart. 
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heart, * He was of a moft ofvaritious na- 
ture^ and is f aid to have died •worth four 
millions fterl. befides his vaf expence in 
buildings flatuesy platey jewels^ and other 
cojily rarities. He was of a mean obfcure 
birthy from the very dregs of the people ; 
andfo illiterflte that he could hardly read a 
paper at the council table, I forbear to 
touch on his open., profane, profligate life ; 
becaufe I defire not to rake into the afhes of 
the dead: and therefore I fhall obferve 
this wife maxim ; de mortuis xiil ni^ bo- 
num. 

This flagitious man, in order to 
compafs his black defigns, employed 
certain wicked inftruiiients (which great 
fiatefmen are never without) to adapt 
feveral London cries in fuch a manner 
as would bed aafwer his ends. And 
whereas it was upon good grounds grie« 
voufly fufpeded, that all places at court 
were Told to the higheft bidder ; certain 
women were employed by his emifTa- 
ries to carry ^ in baikets on their heads, 

* The author's meaning fenfe in the character of lord 
is juft contrary to the literal Oxf.rd. 

and 
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and bawl through the ftrccts, buy my 
frejh places, I mufl indeed own that 
other women ufed the fame cry, who 
were innocent of this wicked defign, 
and really fold fifh of that denomination 
to get an honeft livelihood; but the 
reft, who were in the fecreiy although 
they carried fijh in their fieves or bafkets 
to fave appearances, yet they had like- 
wife a certain fign, fomewhat refem- 
bling that of the free-mafonsy which 
the purchafers of places knew well e- 
Dough, and were direded by the wo- , 
men whither they were to refer t and 
make their purchafe. And I remember- 
very well how oddly it looked, when 
we obfcrved many gentlemen finely drcft 
about the court-end of the town, and as 
far as York-buildings where the lord- 
treafurer Oxford di^tXt^ calling the women 
who cried buy my frep places, and talk- 
ing to them in the corner of a ftreet until 
they underftood each other's fign. Bbt 
we never could obferve that any fifh war 
bought. 

Some years before the cries laft men- 
tioned, the duke of Scevoy was report- 
6 ed 

\ 
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ed to have made certain overtures to tfce 
court of England for admrttihg hii eldfeft 
fon by the duchefs <rf Orleans s daughter 
to fucceed to the crown, as next heir, 
upon tht pretender s being rejeded ^ and 
that fon was immediately to turn pro- 
teftant. It was confidently reported, that 
great numbers of people di&fFeded to the 
then illujlriousy but now royaly houfe of 
HaTiaver were in thofe meaiures. Where- 
upon another fett of women were hired 
by the jacobite leaders to cry through 
the whole town, buy my Savoys, dainty 
Savoys, curious Savoys. But I cannot 
diredly charge the late earl of Oxford 
with this con/piracy^ becaufe he was not 
then chief minifter. However, this wick- 
ed cry ftill continues in London^ and was 
brought over hither, where it remains to 
this day, and is in my humble opinion a 
very ofFenfive found to every true pro- 
tefianty who is old enough to remember 
thofe dangerous times. 

During the miniftry of that corrupt 

and jacobite earl above mentioned, the 

fecret pernicious defign of thofe in 

2 power 
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power was to fell Flanders to France: 
the confequence of which muft have 
beett the infallible ruin of the States-gem- 
raly and would have opened the way for 
France to obtain that univerfal monarchy 
they have fo long aimed at ; to which the 
Britifl} dominions muft next after Hol- 
land have been compelled to fubmit, 
whereby the protejlant religion would be 
rooted out of the world. 

A defign of this vaft importance, 
after long confultation among the Jaco- 
bite grandees with the earl of Oxford 
at their head, was at lail determined to 
be carried on by the fame method with 
the former : it was therefore again put 
in practice ; but the condud): of it was 
chiefly left to chofen men, whofe voices 
were louder and ftronger than thofe of 
the other fex: and upon this occafion 
was firft inftituted in Landon that famous 
cry of FLOUNDERS. But the criers were 
particularly direded to pronounce the 
word FlaunderSy and not flounders. For 
the country which we now by corrup- 
tion call Flanders^ is in its true ortho- 
graphy fpelt FlaunderSj as may be ob- 
vious 
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vious to all who read old Englijh books, 
I Tay, from hence beg^n that thundering 
cry, which hath ever fince dunned the 
ears of all London^ inade fo many chil- 
dren fall into fits, and women mifi::arry ; 
came buy tnyfrejb flaunders, curious flaun- 
ders, charming flaunders, alive^ alroBy bo\ 
which laft words can with no propriety 
of rpeech be applied to fifh manifeftly 
dead (as I obferved before in herrings 
and falmon)y but very juftly to ten pro- 
vinces containing many millions of liv- 
ing Chrtftians. But the application is ftill 
clofer when we confider that all the peo- 
ple were to be taken lik'e^^^j in a net; 
and, by aCTiftance of the pope, who fets 
up to be the univerfal fijher of men^ the 
whole innocent nation was, according to 
our common expredion, to be laid as fiat 
as a flounder » 

I remember, myfelf, a particular crier 
o{ flounders in London^ who arrived ac 
fo much fame for the loudnefs of his 
Voice, as to have the honour of being 
mentioned upon that account in a co- 
medy. He hath diilurbed me many a 
morning be&>re he came within fifty 

dooF» 
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doors of my lodging : and although I 
were not in thofe days (o fully furpriz- 
ed of the defigns which *^our common 
enemy had then in agitation, yet, I know 
not how, by a fecret impulfe, young as 
i was, I could not forbear conceiving 
a ftrong diflike againft the fellow; and 
often faid to myfelf. This cry feems to 
be forged in the ]^{mXsfchool : alas! poor 
England I / am grievoujly mijlaken^ if 
there he not fome popifh plot at the bot-^ 
torn. I communicated my thoughts to 
an intiniate friend, who reproached me . 
with being too vifionary in my fpecu- 
lations : but it proved afterwards that 
I conjediured right. And I have fince 
refle<5led, that, if the wicked fadlion 
could have procured only a tl^oufand 
men of as ftrong lungs as the fellow I 
mentioned, none can tell how terrible 
the confequences might have been, not 
only to thefe two kingdoms, but over 
all Europe^ by felling Flanders to France* 
And yet thefe cries continue unpunifh- 
ed both in London and Dublin; al- 
though, I cpnfefs, not with equal ve- 
hemency or loudnefs ; becaufe the rea- 
VoL. X. F f fon 
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fon, for contriving this defperate plot is 

to our great felicity wholly ceafed. 

It is well known, that the majority 
of the Britijh houfe of commons in the 
laft years of tjueen Annes reign were 
in their hearts diredly oppofite to the 
earl of Oxford's pernicious meafures ; 
which put him under the neceffity of 
bribing them with falaries. Whereupon 
he had again recourfe to his old poli- 
ticks. And accordingly his emiflaries 
were very buly in employing certain 
artful women, of no good life and con- 
verfation ^as it was proved before julHce 
*Pejton), to cry that vegetable commonly 
called fellery through the town. Thefe 
women differ from the common criers 
of that herb by fome private mark, which 
I could never learn; but the matter, 
was notorious enough, and fufEciently 
talked of ; and about the fame period 
was the cry of fellery brought over into 
this kingdom. But fince there is not 
at this prefent the leaft occafion to fuf- 
pedl the loyalty of our criers upon that 
arricle, I am content that it may ftill 
be tolerated. I iQiall 

* A'famous whig juftice in thofe times. 
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I fli^U mention but one cry more, 
which hath any reference to politicks ; 
but is indeed of all others the moft in- 
folent, as well as treafonable, under our 
prefent happy eftablifhment, I mean 
that of turnups', not of turnips ac-^ 
cording to the beft orthography, but 
abfolutely turnups. Although the cry 
be of an older date than fome of the 
preceding enormities, for it began foon 
after the Revolution; yet was it never 
known to arrive at fo great a height, 
as during the earl of Oxford^ s power. 
Some people (whom I take to be private 
enemies) are indeed as ready as myfelf 
to profefs their difapprobation of this 
cry, on pretence that it began by the 
contrivance of certain old procurefles, 
who kept houfes of ill fame, where lewd 
women met to draw young men into 
vice. And this they pretend to prove by 
fome words in the cry ; becaufe, after 
the crier had bawled out, turnups, bo, 
buy my dainty turnups, he would fome- 
times add the two following verfes. 

Turn up the milirefs^ and turn up the maidy 
And turn up the daughter ^ and be not afraid. 

F f 2 This 
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Thisj fay fome political fophifts, plain- 
ly {hews, that there can be nothing fur- 
ther meant in fo infamous a cry, than 
an invitation to lewdnefs; which in- 
deed ought to be feverely puniflied in 
all well-regulated governments; yet 
cannot be fairly interpreted as a crime 
of ftate. But, I hope, we are not fo 
weak and blind to be deluded at this 
time of day with fuch poor eyafions, I 
could, if it were proper, demonftrate 
the very time when thofe two' verfes 
were eompofed, and name the author, 
who was no other than the famous 
Mr. Swan, fo well known for his talent 
at quibbling, and was as virulent a Ja- 
cobite as any in England. Neither could 
he deny the fa<5l:, when he was taxed 
for it in my prefence by Sir Henry Dut- 
ton Colt, and Colonel Davenport, at 
the Smyrna cofFee-houfe, on the loth 
of 'June^ I'jQ'i. Thus it appears to a 
demonftration, that thofe verfes were 
only a blind to conceal the moft danger- 
ous defigns of the party ; who from 
the firft years after the happy Revolution 
ufed a cant- way of talking in their 

clubs, 
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clubs, after this manner : we hope to fee 
the cards Jhuffled once more^ and another 
king TURN UP trump : and, when Jhall 
we meet over a dijh of turnups ? The 
lame term of art was ufed in their 
plots againft the government, and in 
their treafonable letters written in cy- 
phers, and decyphered by the famous • 
Dr. Willesy as you may read in the tri- 
als of thofe times. This I thought fit 
to fet forth at large, and in fo clear a 
light ; becaufe the Scotch and French 
authors have given a vtry different ac- 
count of the word turnup; but whe- 
ther out of ignorance or partiality I 
fhall not decree ; becaufe I am fure the 
reader is convinced by my difcovery. . 
It is to be obferved, that this cry was 
fung in a particular manner by fellows 
in difguife, to give notice where thofe 
traitors were to meet, in order to con- 
cert their villanous defigns. 

I have no more to add upon this ar- 
ticle, than an humble propofal, that 
thofe who cry this root at prefent in our 
flreets of 'Dublin may be compelled by 
the juftices of the peace to pronounce 

turnip 
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turnips and not turnups for, I am a- 
fraid, we have flill too many fnakes in 
our bofom, and it would be well if their 
cellars were fometimes fearched, when 
the owners leait expect it ; for I - am 
not out of fear, that iatet unguis in 
berba. 

Thus we are zealous in matters of 
fmall moment, while we negleft thofe 
of the higheft importance. I have al- 
ready made it manifeft, that all thefe 
cries were contrived in the ^worji of timesy 
under the miniliry of that defperate 
llatefman Robert late earl of Oxford ; 
and for that very reafon ought to be 
rejedcd with hcror, as begun in the 
reign of Jacobites, and may well be 
numbered among the rags oi popery and 
treafon ; or, if it be thought proper 
that thefe cries mult continue, furelv 
they ought to be only truiled in the 
hands of true protcjhints^ who have 
given fecurity to the government. 

F T N I S. 
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